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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Furlher Correspondence respecting Asiatic Turkey. 


[In coiitiuuatiou of Confidential Paper No. 70(59.J 


No. 1. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 1.) 

(No. 188. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, March 25, 1898. 

SOME days since Sir VV. Wliittall, President of the Armenian Relief Committee, 
wrote to me as follows:— 

“ | notice that, in reply to u question in Parliament in re Yussul \ unan, it was 
stated that there was no proof of any complicity on the part of Turkish officials at 
8airt in the murder and plunder of the unfortunate man. I low far the letter written 
by him two days before the murder, and in which he narrated the persecutions and 
the threats of the various officials because lie refused to let them have any of our 
relief moneys, is a proof I cannot sav, hut we have the original letter. . . . 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a translation of the 
most important parts of the letter referred to, which were sent to me by Sir W. 
Wliittall, and which he stales is of undoubted authenticity. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosuro iu No. 1. 

Extracts from Letter dictated to Selim Ohann, his Scribe , and dated Snirt, 
February 25, 1897. 

[P.S.—-The letter is addressed to me ami the Relief Committee.] 
(Translation.) 

“ A DAY before the present date we received your letter by post, and before we 
could open and read the letter the Mu teas aril’ and the Public Prosecutor sent after 
me and said : ‘ You have received by post 250/.; it is therefore necessary you should 
let us have 10,000 piastres of it as a loan until a period after the feast of Ramazan, 
when we will repay you.’ Then I answered that of the money 1 loaned you four 
months ago there still remain with you about 3,7<MJ piastres, then how shall I loan 
you a second time ? Besides, I dun you every day, and cannot get a para from 
you, so I cannot give you a para. 

“Then the Public Prosecutor ami the Mutessarif began to address me with talk 
thut was irrelevant, and said: ' We will take it from you by force. Go your way. 
therefore, to-duy and think it over, and to-morrow we will lake trom you by force 
10,000 piastres. To-day, also, while writing this, and in the presence of the Dis¬ 
tributing Committee, a zuptieh came und said tome: ‘ The Mutessuril calls you.' 

[10W] W 














Then I said to him, • Wait n little until I finish wntm; the letter, and then I " 
come.’ lie then answered, ‘ No: but I will take you by force. Hum I went with 
him into the prcsimrc of the Mutessarif. who said to me, ‘ I have prepaid a stick 
for von that 1 ! mav heat you with sticks. Where are the 10.000piastre* about 
which we spoke to von vesterdav?’ I said to Inin that I could not giw- him a para 
or this nioiici, because it is the money of the poor Finally, after much tjttMhe 
Mutessarif sent me in charge of the /.aptieh to the Public 1 r.«ce,itor When I 
came into his presence the Cadi was also sitting with him. Hie I ublie I msecutor 
said to me ■ Have von brought the 10,000 piastres ol which we spoke to you tester. 
dnvV I replied that I could not give him a para ol this money without tac orders of 
its'owner Kl.otvaja Andrus). Upon this he began to curse and revile me with 
words not proper to ho repeated, so that he left in. vile word unsaid to me. I then 
said ‘ I ean liv no means lei von have anvthing at all.’ He then addressed1 the 

saptieh, ■ fake him to the Mutessarif that lie may exile I.and east Inn. out ol the 

eitt.' I win back to the Pasha and liegan to complain to him. wishing to know by 
what ri"-hl the Public Prosecutor reviles me so. He then began also to reproach me 
and sav. ' Why do von not give ? And ir you do hot give 10,0111). then give .1,1100. 

I said again. I" cannot give because the money is for the poor, and under the order 
of Mr. Andrus. Then ihev east me. out and I departed. 

e We do not know how the matter respecting the request of the Government to 
me to loan it monev will end. So far as I shall he aide I will not loan them a 
para.” 

.Vote.—I can testify that the handwriting of the letter is that of Selim Ihu 
Yussul (Miami, whom I arranged with to he die scrilic of hhowaja Yiissul Yulian, 
even as he was mine while I was in Sam. v s . ANDRUS. 

Hardin, Autjusl !), 1807. 


Sir P. Currie to the Mart/ucss of Salisbury.—(llccciced April l.) 

Mv lJml ^ Constantinople. March 20, 1898. 

' I HAVE the honour to state that llcr Majesty's Vice-Consul nl Hitlis recently 
reported the murder of the Chief of Police in that place. 

The crime was committed in n house of ill-famc kept by Armenians, who have 
informed the Villi that it was the act of eight Armenian revolutionists. 

About fifteen Armenians have now been arrested tor supposed complicity in the 
murder, among them being a Commissary and a policeman; hut. sn tar, the culprits 
have tint hocn discovered. .... 

Though the incident at first, caused some disturbance, the town is now epuet, and 
Mr. Monahan sees no grounds for alarm. ( ^ ^ 

(Signed)' ' PHILIP CD It I* IK. 


.Sir /’. Currie to the Maryuess of Salisbury.—I Keeeivetl May 2.) 


Mv *1 ord Constantinople. March 28. 1*98. 

' I HAVE the honour to forwent to your Lordship herewith copy of u despatch which 

I have received .. Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Minna containing n report on the 

industries cstnldislied in the Hudiiii district in connection with Armenian relief, together 
with samples ol the fabric* produeeil. 

1 have, Sic. 

tS.gned) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 3. 


Major Massy to Sir P. Currie . 

< No ' 18 ) Adana. March 7 , 1898 . 

I RAVE the honour to give the following particulars of our relief industries in the 
Hadji., district, commenced ten months ago, in case your Excellency may desire to_transmit 
them, together with the inclosed patterns, to Ins Groce the Duke of Westminster, it 
the hope that our efforts may prove an incentive to further charitable donationa. e 
mav thus he able tn keep alive an interest in the needs of the Armenian Christians who 
are actually passing through one of the most trying phases since the outbreak nearly three 

V ‘"qTm'wliolc population, both Moslem and Christian, of this vilayet is on the verge of 
starvation, eomuierce is at a standstill owing to the almost total failure of the crops these 
last three years, to political disturbances, and to the utterly corrupt officials who take 
what there is to lie taken from everyone. ... . 

These circumstances render it all the more pleasant to be able to report to your 
Excellency the increasing success of our lindjiu industries, ns well as the untiring and 
patient interest displayed therein hv the Rev. J. O. Martin, for whose assistance I am 

, a ' Tins 'work was started ten months ago in consequence of my observing that the 
Christians were confined to the town, unable to circulate freely to obtain a livelihood. 

Your Excellency will recall that I at first asked for 500 liras lor Hus ..hji-rt. and n 
furl her -uin of 200 "liras later. I’rmn general relief funds I was able to devote <a0 liras 
lor Ibis object, this sun, being paid out to the needy m wages lor work done m our 

service.^ ^ ^ ^ w< . were ullic „„t only to feed the hungry hut to increase .mr capital 

Wltl "’()ut of this 1 !’lS0 liras' we hreested 900 liras in land mid buildings for our industries, 

which would bring in at least 1.0(K) liras it now sold ; for cotton ..wool yam we have 

expended :<41 liras, looms and fittings anil weavers wages lnh liras, and we have -nods in 
hand value 60 liras, thus making our total of 1,-luO liras. 

In return for this we have :— 

The luiul anil buildings, i,()00 liras. 

Woven cloth and yarn in hand, 850 liras. 

Lunins, machinery, stock in hand, 150 liras. 

Value of stock, 1,500 liras. . 

Wc employ more than ICO persons daily, thus feeding, counting their families, some 
900 to 1,000 people, who would otherwise starve or remain dependent mi our daily relict. 

Your Excellency can understand from this the economy effected by these works 
instead ul the whole ill oui charitable lunilx being sunk to supply bread to the hungry. 

Epnn my return mini leave I shall endeavour to start similar wurks m the rayus 

it will lie the heller realised how this industry lias progressed when I add that in the 
last ten months the Government had to be prevailed upon to sanction it, suitable buildings 

laid to be erected after overcoming much opposition from the local authorities, ..is hud 

......I,. set up, varus nnd dyes had to be brought from abroad, and workers m the 

several departments produced out of utterly raw and untrained natives, such mi lustres 
bein'- hitherto quite unknown in these parts. Nevertheless 80,000 yards of cotton Mulls 
have been woven, we are now making at the rate of 260 yards a oav, and we lu,y. a very 
ri-in- ric* and rliair-making industry, while u branch bus been established in the Miuhr 
district, north of llmljin, where the Christians were ou the verge ol starvation when I 

'"**'The'wav'is BOW clour lor greatly extending these industries, Mr. Marlin reports 
that a further grant of 600 liras would admit of our extending this work hvc-fold within 

"n*w»otfu'lVv aroaimg lur tliis further grant I would beg n. dwell upon the greai 
advantages id uur'work which is securing a measure nl prosperity hitherto uiu.imw.i to 
those remot' parts. The importance ,d this may he grasped when I say that on u y hrsi 
visit t„ Hudiin. two years ago, I found the whole population starving, and n was with a 
heavy heart that I turned to reliirii us I thought of the future of these pour people. 

At the same time the Hadjinlis di«l not conceal their intention ol following, in their 










despair, the example set by Zeitoun; “ Better die by the sword than a lingering death b\ 
starvation ” they said to me on every side. I prevailed on them to have patience. 

The situation is now u very different one. Through generous donations from 
England and America* and the constant and energetic support grunted to me by vour 
Excellency, we have now passed into more prosperous times. M e have, moreover taught 
the people to work for their daily bread instead of sitting in idleness to brood over their 
unhappy lot while wc feed them. Feeling the danger of encouraging this, I am curtailing 
the inditcriumte relief as much as possible so that the small sum asked for may suffice lor 
this vear. . 

On the other hand I would ask your Excellency to support my enterprise by recom¬ 
mending a further grant of 500 liras for Hadjin district, which will suffice to place it in 
independent circumstances in the future. This sum would be gratefully received by 
Mr. Martin to whom it could be remitted direct, spread over several months, if necessary. 

I led the greater pleasure in communicating these particulars to your Excellency, as 
in carrying out the work I have been ublc to overcome all difficulties ami to settle eveiy 
question with the Government locally, so far. without the necessity of troubling your 
Excellency. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) P. H. H. MASSY. 


Sir P. Cun if to llie Marquess of Salishurj. — (Receive*! April t.) 

(No. 191.) 

My Lud, Conslantinople, March *29, 1898. 

WITH reference to my di spatch No. 801 of (lie »>1h December Inst. I have the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch. which I have 
received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Aleppo, re|H>rtmg the departure from Mcrsina 
ol Armenian political prisoner* who are to undergo their trial at Vdrianople. 

Her Majesty's Consul at \ngomhiforms me that these individuals have already 
jmssi'd through Ivonin. 

I learn that this change of venue is the result of representations made by the 
Austrian EiiiImissv. The Sublime Porto, though obliged to give reparation for the 
treatment of M.*Bni///.alolli, the Agent of the Austrian Lloyd it Mersina. insisted on 
trying him. Baron ('alien oil this demanded that his trial should he kept absolutely 
separate from that of the other prisoners. The Sublime Porte replied that this 
was impossible as the two eases were intimately connected, upon whieh the 
Embassy insisted that the proceedings should he conducted elsewhere than at 
Mcreiiiu in order to insure a fair trial, and suggeshal Smyrna as a suitable place 
'p|ie Porte, however, preferred to transfer the case to Adriauoplo, to which Baron 
Cal ice offered no objection. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


I lidos tire in No. t. 

Consul llnrahaai to Sir I*. Currie. 


(No. 18.) 

Sir, Aleppo, March 1 I, 1898. 

I IIAYL this day received a letter from Mr. Lome, Dragoman to the Viee- 
Consulate of Mersina, requesting me to inform your Exeelleney that on the night 
of the Hth instant, shortly after Major Massy’s departure oil leave, the authorities sent 
the tweiitv-lwo Armenian prisoners, then in prison at Mcrsiua, to Tarsus by special 
train, that Mr. laoisc called upon the Mutcssarif to ascertain the reason, and was 
informed that orders had eome from Constantinople that these persons should he taken 
overland to Rouia, and thenee to Adrinnople where they would In: put upon their 
trial. Mr. l/iise add* that they are to perform the eight days’ journey to Kouia in 
springless Circassian cjirts, that many of them arc sick, and that their general 
eoiidiliou of health is such that the journey must he attcudcd by great suffering. 


I telegraphed the substance of 
morning. 


Mr. Iiolse’s letter to your Excellency this 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY D. BARN HAM. 


No. 5. 

Sir P. Currie to the Murqucss of Salisbury.—(Received April 4.) 

My Lord ^ Constantinople. March 31, 1898. 

* } I HAVE the honour fo Toward lo your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch, 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at ErxerOUm, reimrting on the 
movement of troops from that town to the Russian frontier. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) PllfLIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. A 


Consul Craves to Sir P. Currie. 

^ Er zero urn, March 19, 1898. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that the four battalions of the 25th infantry 
Regiment have been ordered to leave Er/aroum for the Russian frontier. 

Rumours are rife, as is usual at this season,of military preparations on the Kussian 
Side, and although I believe that they are not in any way; confllined by the reports 
received by the authorities here, the belief seems general in I urkish military mreles 
that relations with llussia have become somewhat strained, and that it behoves them 
to he on their guard against a possible aggression from Unit quarter. 

I Imvc, &C. 

(Signed) It. W. GRAVES. 


No. 0. 

.Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received April 4.) 

M v Lord? Constantinople, March 31, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of u despatch, 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Sivas, reporting on a visit 
which he recently made to tInrun and Daronde. 

I have, iVio. 

(Signcd) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inelosure in No. 0. 


Captain Maunsetl to Sir P. Currie. 

“ 7 ') S,W, March 20. 1808. 

I HAVE the honour to report tlmt I huvo visited Gurun and Durcude, 
travelling by tho ‘■ebausseo” route from here to those places. 

prom tho latter place I struck across country to join the hivus -Mnlutia road near 
Hawaii Chelobi, and rctnrhlid hero along that route through hur.gal and Dolikh 

rUal, 'M, object was primarily to visit tlie large Armenian centre of Gurun. which hail 
not been visited for some sixteen years by Her Majesty’s Consuls, aud which antlered 

very severely in tho massacres. . , . 

On the other routes, minor Armenian centres were visited, such as Daroude, > lash, 


J [n passing from Daronde to llnssan Cheleln I was obliged, owing to a severe snow¬ 
storm, to shelter, and pass along a route lying a few miles outside the SlYus Vilayet, and 
109* i 0 






I took occasion to visit the vet,- interesting K.inl countr, of whici, Aivolu i> the centre. 
And which belongs to the f.’nza of Argn, in the \ ilayet of Mamurct-dl-Axm. 

Curuo lies in n deep narrow volley, cotniirises o large number ol scattered uses 
among rich orchards and gardens, extending some :i miles on cither side of a central 

mUrk Thcrt> i B a large Protestant.murnity. with Armenians and Catholics also, the hitter 

of which did not slider at all dining the nins-nercs, . 

The liiirim mnssiieres were begun under peculiarly ircuchcrnns utjtimstaioca, the 
Kurds from the neighbouring hills wore collected round the valley; the Government 
induced til'd Armenians to give up the tea nrma^ they pos^-ei . promising pro . <• , 
after which the Kurds were let loose to kill and pillage foriiltogetlu r eight days. 

(Ini of 1,50(1 houses existing before the.ssacrcs, 800 were burnt and destroyed, 

the largest houses being principally aimed al, and the greater part ol those most skilled 

“ relief money was allotted .0 star, the weaving 

indtisti v again, the varo being purchased ia England tor the purpose. . 

I am--lad to be aide .0 inform yoar Exc-Hency that this outlay lias been at ended 
will, 1 he best results, am! the important weaving industry is now irmly rcestahlished 
sail i- growing, although it has not by any menus attained t" the same degree 

PrW, n"w«JcG swh a"vcry "large ’ proportion of men were killed that the widows and 
nrulmns arc exceptionally numerous. . . , . 

There is a hrniich of the Sivns orphanage at tinraii containing seventy hoys and 
..irk while sonic others nru hoarded out. . . 

There are sixty ..is which employ widows ami orpin.as and as man, as l.oss^hle 

are engaged in weaving. But there arc several more or less helpless ones «lio require 

assistance.I.,1^ ^ ^ ^ off h} . )hc Kurds at the time of the massacres 

have lieen returned, with their children, to (inrun. , , . . 

I may notice here how little, as a rale, the richer Armenians do to help their poorer 
rom 1 nit riots in these troublous time. .... i 

This is one of their well-known,characteristics, lint even this winter, winch has con 
the severest known in Sivns for.. years, failed ,0 move them to give more than a tew 

."'simVlariyJn'liariiii,' the richer Armenians do very little to help their nciglihoore, 

although I understand the Protestants have a regular small subscription per week to 

l " 1 '' InotlicHiistilBCc is the Headman of Munjlllik. wlm had just completed lor himself, 
what is in ‘hose parts, a very line house, while he ..plaeently complained .0 me ol the 

extreme poverty of some ol his neighbours. p, v „n,. v il,„ l„ r irn 

In Slmghl. an Armenian quarter at the upper end ol the t.iirun valley, the large 
Aimeili.lmrcl, was lit,rat; t he walls arc still standing, but money ,s not forthcoming 

1,1 'fheProtestniit church and school of Slmghl were in one htlilding, which was also 
destroyed ; the money is ready to commence rehmldmg; timber, S10.. has also been 
brought, Imt pertuissioii is still withheld liv Government . . 

The Vali, however, slates that he will endeavour to Imrry things,ami is now al work 

''t lie re‘are a few small Armenian or mixed villages in the neighbourhood ol Gurun. 
Karnhissar. forty houses; and Kuvak. | > ] houses, lie to the south ; the torn,or had its 
church und school both burnt, neither ol which have been inbuilt. 

Kma Kurcu. a ucd village of lurK> anti Armenians, to the north **• ”»e valley, 
wits c6mt>!ctclv pillaged, but no one wus killed. .... , , ... , 

<>J h were given from the relief turn! last year to these villages, and a plentiful 
hai'iht last 'U nier lm* helped them very much. . . 

Thev require some assistance this spring, which is being given them in the form ol 

Me d for si.wmg.ai a,, , 1#ss#t| . Wwin Kirendi. was at Niksar al the time of 

the assae.es. alter which ho was transferred here. He is a man of no great attain- 
, Re nts ! ut i not fanatical, and is generally liked. ..... 

iir is n sisted hv an excellent Muavin. 1‘askal Ivllendi. who helps him in many ways 
when dealing v\itu Christians, ami who possesses great tact—a quality very often wanting 
in Armenian- when placed in official positions. , . . 

At Darendc, I regret to say that affairs are not so promising to the Armenians. 


Dnrcnde contains l.*2<>0 houses, extended for -omc 4 miles among orchards and 
gardens on either hank of the Tekhmn Su. is divided into eighteen ** mahalle, ot which 
two are Armenian, numbering mmc 2. r, 0 houses, t 

A short distance to the south is the mixed village of Ashudi, which contains 
Ml Cluistian houses out of a total of 300. , 

Ail these Christian houses were completely pillaged at the time of tae massacres, 
but a comparatively small number (seventy-five) were killed in Dnrcnde. 

There is no industry to revive like that of Garun, although a certain amount ot 
cotton-weaving and shoe-making is done. 

The greater part of the Christians are exrcmcly poor, and I am afraid there is no 
chance of improvement while the present Katmakam, Mustafa Shulcri Kffemli. remains in 
office. . 

lie is an extreme fanatic, and loses no opportunity of oppressing the Christians as 
much as possible. t ...... 

lie lakes more than the ordinary amount of bribes, and lines every possible indirect 
means of accumulating money. , 

In this remote corner of the vilayet he seems to have boon carrying on much as he 
liked, refusing to allow Petitions to he forwarded. 

I find lie has been causing the wile of oxen and donkeys, and in some cases even 
the land of Armenians t<» meet the taxes and his indirect demands. _ 

1 have drawn the Mali’s attention to this, and he yesterday sent telegraphic instruc¬ 


tions to the Kn'ftnnknui on this point. 

From Darende I visited Aivulu and 


most 1 ospitnlily received by Muhammad 


Aghu, a Kurdish I)crebey who lives there. 

This village is the centre of a carpet-weaving industry, the goods being sold to 
travelling merchant- from Knisnric. Some six years ago tikis country was examined by 
engineers with u view to making a railway from Kaisarie towards Mulatto. 

The route from Tunus past Manjulik down the valley ol the Bnliklu Su, passing 
Aivalu ami reaching the Tokhma Su Valley at the junction of the two streams which 
takes place below Darendc, is the most suitable. 

The country is mostly open steppe, and this certainly seems the easiest line to cross 
the watershed between the Kizil Innak and the Euphrates. 

The Kurds here are branch of others to the south-east known as the Akclio Dagh 
Kurds. Their habits are chiefly pastoral, and thev go into tents for the summer on the 
ncighoiiring mountains. They wear a certain distinctive dress. 

11 is curious to remark, ns showing how far public opinion is moved in this matter, 
that one of the first questions of this Kurdish Chief to me was whether I thought war 
would commence with Russia this spring. A great number of questions about Kgypt 
follow ul am! he was good enough to sny that lie thought the English Government there 


a very good one. 

At Kniieul, on 


the main Sivns-Mnlatia roail. a mixed village of Ml houses, of which 


70 are Armenian. 

I mis very glad to notice that since my roprensentations to the \ all on the subject 
of illegal taxation in this village, as mentioned in my despatch So. 12 of the 1st 
January last, lie laid sent telegraphic instructions, and nothing Inis happened since that 
date, the Armenians being quite content. 

The mixed villages of Moslems and Armenians are never quite as quiet as the 
separate villages of Armenians, ns the former often still refer to the massacres in the 
form of threats, hut not very serious ottos, 

\s regards the other -mall Armenian villages I visited, their chief want seems to lie 
seed for sowing, and I am arranging with Mr Perry, \mericnn missionary here, to 
commence distributing shortly to twenty-four villages in the neighbourhood ot Sivns, 


Manjulik, Kaiigal, and «inrun. 

I may add that I nil- received most hospitably by the authorities 111 f.unm and 
Darendc and elsewhere. The country generally i» perfectly quiet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) V. It. MAUNSKliL. 


No. 7. 

Sir If Currie lo the Marque-* of Salisbury.—(Received April I.) 


Mv Lord Constnnlinoplr, March 31, 1898. 

I I!AVIS llie? honour l«« forward to vour Lnrd-hip here.uih copy of a despatch 'hich 
I huvr received l'ro.o Hot Majesty* Vice-Consul n't Sivas, reporting on the military 
sit .atiou in that vilayet. 

I I. vc, &c. 

(Signed) 1*1111.11* CUKUIk. 


itctl tor giving a good deal of Irouhle to Government, hut their 
ilie time of the Divrighi massacres in befriending and saving 


Inclosurc in No. 7. 

Captain Ma unsell to Sir If (’urriit. 

(No, 2 s .) 

«^| r Sivas, Mar eh 20, IMIS. 

I ||AVK the honoiii to report that orders have been given for the formation of a 
new regiment of Hamuli. cavalry ill this vilayet, in the t ’uzu ol Koehkiri, among the 
Ki/ilhash Kurils ol the tribe of KneliKirli, living in the mountains north-east of Zara, 
ami under the leadership of MiUttafa Hey. soil of a former’celebrated Kurdish Ih-robey 
named Alishnn Hey, who lived at Chit. 

Mu tala Hey has been nominated Cuuimnudei with tlie rank ol Himhashi, hut I have 
not vet been aide to determine whitl sueeess he has had in enrolling the regiment 
(estimated strength, 590 men;. 

Mi? paid a visit uhoiit a month ago to Zekki Pasha at Lr/.ingiuii. 

I his last autumn he was iinpri-om d lu re for no specified cause, hut bought himself 
free nftttr n short time. 

I'hi se Kurds are noteil tor giving a good deal of irouhle to Government, hut their 
Chief behaved well at the time of the Divrighi massacres in befriending and saving 
Hying trim minis 

The only other regiment ol llamidh cavalry in tin, vilayet is that of the Karapapak 
tribe under Ihe leadership d Mihr Ali, who lives at Mihr Ali Kelli, about a day’s journey 
to tin* south east of Sivas. 

A portion of the regiment, numbering nominal!;, g/itl men. is raised from the 
villages near the Artova between S’eniithan and Tokui, tin- central village being C’hiftlik. 

The total strength •<! the regiment is given as 890 men, hut I hear thut only 
500 eoulil actually he put in the field, 

I understand that Mihr Ali is shortly to lie called into Sivas. 

During the past winter several officers of this regiment have been attached to the 
regular cavalry here to learn their drills, ike. 

Care hits been taken to pay them regularly during this period. 

The garrison ol sivas consists ol 

1. Two squadrons of the 20th Rugjuieni ol Ue.gulur Cavalry; the remaining two 
squadrons being at Tokat. 

2. One battalion ol the 30th Regiment Ni/.am Infantry, of which another battalion 
remains at Kr/eioum, whither it was sent last autumn. 

Haifa battalion of Nizam Infantry from Mulalia in stationed at Guruu since the 
ina saeres, the other half being at Divrighi. 

Siva-, is the head-quarters < I the I'dli Division (I'irka). 

I have for some weeks now been receiving rumours that the Redifa arc to be culled 
out throughout the country directly the snow eleurs oil ami leaves the country practicable 
for military inovciueiit. , 

This is directed against Russia, and war is spoken of as being extremely probable 
this spring 

The Armenian t ar greatly that it called out the Ih dils will ciimmil great excesses 
on the Christian population nelore leaving their homes. 


of as being extremely probable 


I huve, \e. 

(Signed) i-. R. MAUN8KLL. 


No. 8. 


Str I* Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 4.) 

| ^ Constantinople, March 31, 1898. 

Til reference to my dc patch No. 135 of the 9th instant, I lnvc the honour to 
to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from Her 
s Consul-General at Beyrout respecting the election ol the Greek Catholic 
li, Hutros Jirijiry. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) PHI LI I* CURRIK. 


Inclosure in No. 8. 

Consul’C air nil Drummond-flay to -'sir I*. Carrie. 

(No. 15 ) 

3j r Iteirtiul , March 22, l s 98. 

WITH reference in mv despatch No. 11 of the l.'ith instant reporting on the 
election of the Greek Catholic Patriarch, I have the iioiiom to inform your Rxcclleney 
that the Sublime Porte appear- disinclined to eonlirm the appointment of Hutros 

J lie-hid Hey and Na.imn Pasha met yesterday at the Serai of Haircut. and after a 
long conference summoned several Notables ol the Greek Catholic community, and 
advised them in persuade tie Patriarch to resign, hinting that they would not promote 
their interests s\ it li the G..v< inim-ni by insisting on the confirmation of J irijiry 

The Notable.- in tlieir reply begged the Governors to reconsider the matter,assuring 
them of Jirijiry- loyalty, and that lie could not he expected to resign, as the elections 
had been fairly conducted 

The Governors thereupon mmiimnrd Bishop Julia ol Aleppo, and directed him to 
remain in Heiroiil he being still regarded by the Sublime Porte as Acting Greek 
Catholic Patriarch. , 

Jirijiry has been at Sarba since the election waiting his l irmaii, and this mcidcul 
will undoubtedly increase Ids popularity among'! the Greek Catholics, who ar. in great 
dismay over the opposition of the Subliim- Porte. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) R. I >R I’M MON D-ll A Y. 


Sit If ( utrie la the Muiquess at Salisbury, {lieeeived April 4.; 

(No. 198.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, March 31, 1898. 

I IIAYK the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which l have received from llei Majesty's Consul at Jeddah respecting the arrival of 
troops at that town and the attitude ot the HedOuius ol the lledjaz. 

I have, ifee. 

(Signed) PHILIP Cl Bit IK. 


Inclosurc in No. 9. 

Consul livery to Sir If Currie. 

(No. 25.) 

Jeddah, March 9, 1898. 

I IIAYK the honour to report that the Turkish steam-ship " llodeidiih" arrived at 
this port with 2,153 iidunlry soldieis, mostly Anatolians, on the 5th instant. 

Ibis steamer, alter leaving Constantinople, Imd called at Smyrna, Mersiua, and 
Sell Ike, 1 believe. 

[i is rumoured that more troops are expected here shortly. 

jlllilll l> 
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The newly-arrived men arc largely in excess of any number needed to relieve those 
whose period of service in Hodja/, has expired. 

And since August .*07 there have been vague rumours of an intention on the nurt 
of the Government to chastise the Bedouin tribes if they persist in their turbulent 
courses, such as holding pilgrim caravans to ransom (ns Inst year they did at Bahoc) and 
recently in blocking the Yembo-Medina way. and even in assembling in considerable 
numbers with arms in this neighbourhood. 

Still, it is more likely that the Government arc merely following this course so as to 
let the Bedouins clearly understand that the menus arc at hand for their utter destruc¬ 
tion, if the authorities should he driven to adopt coercive measures by their repeated 
acts of turbulence and insolence. 

It may also he noted tlint the arrival of the troops was immediately followed by an 
act of clemency in the release of some thirty-five or thirty-seven Harli prisoners front 
prison in Jeddah. 

On the other hand, some palliation must be allowed to the Bedouins for their 
excesses on account of their extreme poverty, and though writing on the -1th January 
(ride No. 1». I mentioned that rain was falling abundantly, especially at Medina, it lias 
proved generally insufficient except at Medina and to the south of TTedjax. end tints their 
main resources derived from milk, butter, cheese, and a little grain will lie far front 
plentiful, and they may still he inclined to resort to robbery now and again. 

Three small cannons were lately removed to a position just outside the town 
commanding the Mecca toad. 

1 have. &e. 

(Signed' G. 1*. DEVEY. 


No. 10. 

Sir /’. Currie to the Marques* of Salisbury.—(Received April 4.) 


(No 

My Lord, Constantinople, March 81, 1*08. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of n despatch 
which 1 lmve received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah, respecting the migration 
of Bedouins southward from the Hedjaz. 

1 have. ftc. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


inclosure in No. 10. 

(.'nasal Dereif to Sir I*. Carrie. 

<N». - ,s -) 

Sir, Jcih/ah, March 14, 1*08. 

I HAVE the honour to inform vour Excellenc\ that a rumour, of no foundation, 
has been heard hero, that the now Emir ofNejd had been lately assassinated : according 
to an equally silly story, an Englishman in Arab guise, had penetrated into Nejd, where 
he had been murdered, and his notes ami papers had been brought to the authorities at 
Mecca. 

What is more worthy of attention, is a movement of Bedouins southwards from the 
Hedjaz. Only a few days ago some 2.000 or more passed close to this town 
toward- \s*ir; this migration has been caused bv want: the scarcity of rain in the 
greater purl ol the lledjnz will linve rendered the Bedouins rather more resourccless than 
iisunl. and as tf i- year*.- sea pilgrimage will he unusually small < probably only about 
80.0tM) in all) there will he less earned from camel hire and other services. These 
migrating Bedouin* arc of the llurh tribe and its families, and it is to he hoped that 
they will not come into serious collision with the tribes and inhabitants in the regions 
they are now about to occupy. 

I have. &c. 

(Signed) < 2 . P. DEV BY. 


No. 11. 

Sir P. Carrie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 4.) 


(No. 200.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople , March >1, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which 1 have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van, respecting the murder 
of three Armenian revolutionists, and the case of the girl Zarooin. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 11. 

Captain RVint to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 12.) 

S j r , I’an, March 12,1898. 

1 HAVE the Imiuntr to return herewith the margiimily-notcil correspondence 
inclosed in vonr Excellence's despatch of the IHtli Eohruarv. 

1.081 the Grand Visor’s letter to the Minister of Koreign Affairs, confidentially 
obtained hv Mr. Work. slimili! produce (he impression that I imve been bringing grave 
clmrtrcs ngitinst offends without sufficient evidence to justify me. I now beg permission 
to enter into details which before appeared superfluous. 

The statement that the rril'I Zarooin is a prostitute is false. Her mother lives a lew 
hundred yards from the fmisulnte, and the neighbours assure me that such is not the 
cane. # . 

As regards her violation in prison, I was told this by an official who is employed in 
the building where tin* girl was confined. He saw and heard quite enough to justify his 
assertion. He is not alone in what he states. The rase was a matter oi notoriety. 

That tlio girl is not a virgin after being twice in a Turkish prison is not to lie 
wondered at. 

I have no faith in the protection atlorded by the Armenian police, or the presence 
of an Armenian woman l believe no one else here has. 

As regards her revolutiomuy behaviour, there i* no doubt that she was at one time 
actively engaged with her brother and his companions, hut neither her position or abilities 
justify the importance attached to her acts. 

Last venr, before the events of August, she asked to be allowed to see me, and 
made a Statement which led me to suspect that the late Murakhas of \ an. availing 
himself of the disfavour with which her family was regarded by the authorities, was 
trying to get her into his power She was also much annoyed bv soldiers, who thought 
that mo complaint from a girl in her position would he attended to. She promised to 
keep clear of revolutionary practices, and I secured her protection. I have no reason to 
believe that she urokc her promise. Later, when the revolutionists, prominent among 
whom wa- her brother, Diknu. Diroynn. wm- in the town, and the Acting Vali. Shemshi 
Pasha, asked me to treat with them, -he proved very useful. I remark d nothing 
immodest in her behaviour. 

Ah regards the shooting of Dikran Diroyan and his two companions at Ivorti- 
bash, after*they had surrendered. 1 had the following grounds for the statements I 
made;— 

The event took place on the Sultan’s birthday. That morning Sheikh Aloosa, tnv 
officer who commanded the detachment of troops employed, and who was a neighbour of 
mine, was in the Consulate talking to my Dragoman, lie was dressed ready for the 
official reception. This was about 10 o’clock. About mid-day I heard several distant 
discharges ol fire-arms. They la-tod about a minute or two 

In the afternoon I made an official call on the Vali, and lie told my colleagues and 
myself that three men had been killed that morning m Koruhash, and that probably 
Dirovan was one of them. This was about 2 o’clock. 

On my way home I talked with a zaptieh who had just emne m with a report to the 
Yuli from the scene of the occurrence. He gave me an account of n desperate battle 
lasting an hour or two, in which hundreds of rounds were expended on both sides. 

\ went a little out of my way to see the bodies which were being brought in on n cart, 
as 1 suspected the police had been shooting villagers •*"* road I met another 

zaptieh, who had just returned from Koruoasii. 
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In reply to my questions he said, “There were three men ; the Alai Huy told us to 
shoot them and we shot them." This man had travelled with me and l knew he was not 
particularly intelligent. When 1 remembered the tiring I had heard in the morning, 
which had lasted hut a few minutes at most. [ concluded lie had not learnt the story properly 
and that he had spoken the truth. 

The bodies in the cart wore covered, but the troops laid the men’s rifles and cartridge 
belts, so there was no doubt as to their being armed. 

The officer who had called at the Consulate was riding with the troops. This was 
about 4 o’clock. 

I could not understand how three desperate men, well armed, should not have sold 
their lives better. Had they remained in the village it would have been very musty work 
turning them out of the labyrinth of dark rooms and stables of which the houses consist. 
Had they taken to the hill the deep snow would have made it difficult for their assailants 
to leave the beaten trucks, which are just wide enough for one to advance at a time. 
Moreover, most object* show up well against snow and make excellent marks for a rifle. 

I decided to visit Ivor abash 

At the village. I heard ttint the police went there, heat the villagers with the butt* 
of their rules and accused them of harbouring revolutionists. One or two men showed 
me large bruises on their bodies. 

On the approach of the police and troops the three men had left the village. They 
were seen some little distance oil by the villagers with the troops and police following 
just before they disappeared from sight round a betid of the valley. A qutirter-ol-au- 
liour or so afterwards the villagers were ordered to get a cart and *‘ fetch the carcases of 
those dogs.” They denied that the three Armenians had resisted. 

About lialt-n-mile from the village I was shown the spot, in a slight hollow the 
snow for a space of a few square yards in extent nn> trampled down and drenched with 
blood. The footsteps nil came from one direction. Close at hand ere-two good position* 
for making n stand, m «• of which a small hit of terraced cultivation commanding the 
approne tip ii small vullo) the men had passed, tin* scene of their dcutn being about 
fiO ymd' beyond. All indications agreed with my suspicions, the villagers’ statements 
ami the stories that were current in the town u few day* later. 

Several ollieiuls. .Malio'imiclaii and \rmeniun, came to the Consulate to tell me of 
tie- atliur They had heard what had happened from cve-witnesses, and though the stories 
varied in details, -ueli as the amount • f money the Alai Hev took from the dead men's 
pockets. Ike., ihex were in main points t.lie same. 

My informants agreed in reprobating the conduct of those responsible for the crime. 

It L possible a shot or two was fired before tlie men held up their rifles and called 
out that they surrendered They stood up a few yards apart and xverc shot down at the 
Alai Hex’s orders. When they were wounded aud disarmed, possibly one or two were 
dead, the \lui Hey Izziit and the Second Commissary of Police Husni going up to them 
tired repealed shots into tln ir faces and bodies making the remark that appears usual on 
such occasions: • I oiler a stcriliec to Sultan Abdul Ha aid." 

Tin Alai Hey xvus in command of the whole party, the officer referred to above acting 
under his mtiers in command of the troops. 

Iloxv far Khcmshi Pasha was responsible for xvhut happened I cannot sav. I did not 
go near him after the occurrence, hut I was told he had a wonderful tale of battle to tell. 

lie telegraphed for rewards and decorations for those concerned aud remarked 
that I lie ditl not gel something himself by mb forthcoming Hiitraiu he would resign. 

The following are the points on which my assertion is based :— 

1. The question of time. The scene of tiie murder is about 2 miles distant across 
the plain. In gel there at that time it was necessary to march round by road between 
5 and I miles owing to the deep snosx that lay nil the plain. 

I rstimute the lime that elapsed between my Dragoman’s coming up-stairs to say 
11 lit Sheikh Mooss xvus in his room, and the time 1 heard the tiring as about two hours. 

Allowing that Hieikh Mooss got his orders immediately on leaving the Consulate he 
hail to assemble and get his men under arms. They are quartered in a house about live 
minutes from lien . I hi'would take him fifteen or twenty minutes. To Rorubasli is a 
good hour's march in the condition the roads then were und to where the men xverc killed 
unoihci te minutes. Say an hour and a half altogether, if no delays occurred, 'fins 
leaves little more than halY-an-lcur, hardly sufficient for the batlic described by the Vnli. 
Still it might have been managed in the time. The villagers* statements as to the interval 
that elapsed after they lost sight of the troops and police to the return of the men to the 
village tor tin* cart agrees better with my calculations. 

2. I c firing I heard only lasted u minute or txvo. 
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3 The bandoliers taken from the bodies xvere full or nearly so of undischarged 
cartridges. My Dragoman saw them and the rifles. This statement has been confirmed 
independently. Sheikh Mooss was about to bring them to show me when he was ordered 
to take them to the barracks in the city. 

1. Practical absence of casualties amongst troops and 'zaptichs, 

5. Statements to me of txvo zaptichs, more particularly that of the second. 

0. Marks on the snoxv and nature of the locality where the men xverc killed. 

7. Statements of Korubnsh villagers to me. 

8. Statements of officials to me. 

I beg to submit that my oxvn observations, and the various statements made to me 
taken together, furnish, not a very strong supposition that the men xvere shot down 
after having surrendered as l stated, but that they admit ot no other reasonable conclusion 
whatever. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. S. ELLIOT. 


Sir P. Currie to I hr Man/uess of Salisbury.—[Received April 11.) 

(No. 215.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople, April G,1S08. 

I HAY ic (fie honour to Forward to your Ismlship herewith r"|>v of u despatch 
which I Imvn received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharpnt. respecting the 
agitation among the Turks at that town, in connection with its proposed conversion 
into a Kaimukamlik. 

1 have, &e. 

. (Signed) PHILIP CURItlE. 


Inclosure in N’o. 12. 

Vice-Consul ion t nun to Sir I 1 . Currie. 

j^! 1 ' ’ '*•) Kharpnt, March 22, 1898. 

[ HAVE the honour to report to your Kxcollciicy that considerable agitation has 
arisen muon- the Moslems of (ho town of Kharpnt, rostered by the Notables there, 
, v i|l, !V view"o ils detachment from tile direct control or the Vnli and other authorities 
•u Mc/.rch and conversion into a separate enza, under the jurisdiction of a Knimaknm. 
Musiilmnii shopkeepers recently closed their shops, and threatened to pav no taxes 
unless the Kaimukamlik were granted; and a deputation composed of the most 
inllucntial Turks there lias non waited upon the Vnli urging him to strongly represent 
Hie necessity tor the innovation (proposed in the llrsi instance by Marshal Shakir 

I’nshnV lo the Sublime Porte. . , , 

Kharpnt is situated upon the crest ot steep lulls at about an hours distance Irani 
Morrell, null coniiniiniciilion between the two places becomes difficult in time of snow 

and frost. . , . - 

'flic real source of the agitation appears, however, to lie m the Tact of many 
Christian nml-even Turkish families liaving moved from Kharpnt. since the troubles 
Hi,.,.,. (,. Mo/avli, where no dislurlmnco look place, and where tiio Government House, 
lkirraeks haw Courts, and other Public Offices are located ; and that the value of 
linnsr properly, belongin'.,' for the most |«irl to Turks, at Kharpnt, lias consequently 
nindi declined; and tile general impression seems to he that, had the town a Local 
Government anil Law Courts, the tendency to migrate to Mezreh would disappear. 


t.overmuem aim uiw v.omts. >•■■■ .........e, .............v ... .....- ~ 

In mv humble opinion (lie town of Kharpnt, ancient though it he, is destined to 
dwindle within a few years into a half-deserted borough, even more miserable and, il 
possible, more neglected than it now is. Its conversion into a Kaimukamlik may 

relard, hut cannot, l think, arrest it* inevitable decay. . 

The water supply there is insufficient, the town lies huddled between an ancient 
wall and the steep slopes and clills lending to .Mezreh and the plain, it is difficult of 
access, and is backed by only a few Turkish villages lying at long distances one Irani 

ll " ' jiezreli, on the other hand, is of quite recent growth, umvalled, and extending 
1109*1 E 










1-4 


moronml more every year; and situated as it is in a vast fertile ami plentifully 
watered plain, dotted witli some sixty villages, mostly Christum and of eonipnratitely 
facile access from all sides, Mezreli is in all probability destined to develop, sooner or 
later, into one of the most prosperous towns of Asia Minor. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA, 


No. 13. 

Sir P. Currie /o f/ir Mi m/Mitt of Salisbury.—(limircil April 11.) 

Constttntinoplr , April (I, 18118. 

' I H AVE the honour to forward to your I.ordsllip herewith copy of a despatch 
Which I have received from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Rlinrput, respecting the. 
reconstruction of the military hospital at that town. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclnsure in No. 13. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir l \ Currie. 

(No. 12.) Rharput, March 21, 1898. 

IN continuation of iny despatch to your Excellency No. 2 ol the 18th January 
last, reporting the destruction of the building comprising the Commandants quarters 
and the military hospital, 1 now have the honour to report that a Commission has 
been formed here under the presidency of the Deftor-Dar, with the purpose of raising 
subscriptions throughout the vilayet for the reconstruction or the building in question. 
The sum already collected amounts, 1 am told, to above C T. 500. and the local well-to- 
do Armenians complain that they are forced to subsoribe, and that their subscriptions 
are far more liberal than those of the Turks. I am inclined, however, to be ievc that, 
unless certain pressure were brought to hear upon them, they would decline to 
contribute liberally to any fund whatever—even were the end in view a purely 
charitable one and the proceeds destined for the relief ol their own poor. 

1 have?, &c. 

(Signed) KAPIIAI3L A. FONTANA. 


No. 14. 

Sir P. Currie to the Manjuess of Salisbury—(Received April 11.) 


NpyLmd* Constantinople, April 0, 1898. 

* WITH reference to mv despatch No. 107 of the 31st ultimo, I have the honour 
to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch, which I have received 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Damascus, respecting the election of the Greek. 
Catholic Patriarch. 

, I have, Ac. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inolosure in No. 14. 

Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 9.) pamascus, March 21, 1898. 

r ’ WITH reference to my despatch No. 7 of the 3rd instant reporting the election, 
pending the receipt of nil Imperial hade approving thereof of Mgr. (.eragiri. 
Bishop of Banins, to the vacant throue of the Creek Catholic lntriarehntc, I have the 
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honour to inform your Excellency that a telegram has lieen received hv the Vnli 
informing him that the Ottoman Council of Ministers has refused to ratify this 
election. This decision, it would appear, now, was not altogether unexpected by those 
persons who were thoroughly acquainted with all the incidents in the past career of 
Mgr. Gcragiri. By such it is alleged, though I cannot sav how far the state¬ 
ment is well founded, that that Prelate, as quite a young man—before he entered 
the priesthood in fact -made, the pilgrimage to Mecca, having previously taken 
the precaution to submit to such rites as are prescribed by the Mohammedan 
religions law in order the better to escape detection. It is even reported that lie made, 
the journey in company with the late Mr. William Gifford Palgrsive, at one time our 
Minister to the Hopublic of Paraguay, though it docs not appear by any means 
probable that Mr. Palgravo ever went* to Mecca, though In? traveled, it is true, all 
over Northern and Ivistern Arabia. If the statement about Gcragiri he true, the 
action of the Porte in refusing to ratify his election is perfectly intelligible. 

Moreover, it is very doubtful whether, in view of the rejected candidate's 
notoriously impulsive and unrolleoting character,and the undeniable fact that lie is far 
from popular in the greater pari of the province, it would have been a politio act, in 
any ease, on the part of tin 1 Porte to confirm his election. It is an open secret, 
that even in the Vatican, had it not been for other considerations to which perhaps 
undue importance was at the time attached, not Mgr. Gcragiri, lmt Mgr. Nieolaos Cadi, 
Bishop of the llauran, would have been the favoured candidate for the Patriarchate. 
1 am assured that the Pope, were it not for the fact, that he cannot go hack on his 
own decision, would hi* l>v no means displeased, even now, if a way of escape out ol 
the difficulty could he discovered, and it will he interesting to note and watch further 
developments of the incident. 

It would appear that Mgr. \ eha. Bishop of Aleppo, who obtained the m*xt 
greatest number of votes after Mgr. Gcragiri. is much more popular than the latter, 
and is likely now to he elected. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 15. 

Sir P. Currie to the Manjuess of Salisbury.—(Received April 11.) 


(No. 221.) 

My 1/ml, Constantinople, April 7, 1898. 

* WITH reference to my despatch No. 200 of the 31st ultimo, and previous 
correspondence, respecting the Armenian woman Zarouhi Doroyau, l have the honour 
to report that, in consequence of the representations made oil her behalf, the sentence 
of exile to Tripoli in Barliarv passed on her lor complicity with revolutionists has been 
annulled, and she has been handed over to the Ecclesiastical authorities of her 
community, who will place her in a convent at Damascus. 

In view of the fact, that the evidence against her was very strong, and was, more¬ 
over, admitted by her own compatriots, this latter sentence can hardly ho regarded as 
unduly severe. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP Cl RRIE. 


No. 1(5 

.Sir A’. O'Conor to the Manjuess of Salisbury.—(Received April 12.) 


St. Petersburgh, April 7, 1898. 


(No. 145.) 

My with reference to the despatch No. 1 of III.- 21st jane. IHof. to 'your Lordship 
from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez, and Sir 1*. Currie’s No. 11)1 of the 
20th duly l'!>7, inclosing a report by Mr. Elliot, Vice-Consul at \ nu, I have the honour 
to transmi* herewith a translation by Mr. Carnegie of an article m the " Vooo 
Vretnya," giving an account of the reeeption into the Orthodox ( hutch of Mar 1 mem 
Nestorian Bishop of Urmi, and his tlock. 











The formal ceremony took place yesterday in |ic Church <.r St. Alexander, 

Neveskv. , , , 

• I liavc, Ac. 

(Signed) N. 11. (/CONOR. 


tnctnsnre in No. 10. 


Siilistnnre nf Article in the “ .Vo/or Vreatya ” of March 20 (April 0), 18118. 

Till-: •■Novo.' Yrctnvn” gives an account id' (lie eeremoii.v of (lie admission 

„r ihe Neslorian Bishop. Slur ... into lie- Orthodox t'huiyh .which look 

place in lie present.' lie llol> Synod. Tin- llislnip and Ins pries > lim ing Inst 

Jxiimssod ili.ii desii. lining reeeiv.sl into the Orthodox Church, together with their 

III, el,. I her Were conducted inln tile prose.. of (In' Holy Synod, which was represented 

In Hie Metropolitans of Si. IVlorsImrgli, KielV. Moscow. Ac seven, Bishops, mid 1 ho. 

..ral. Alter tin- customary ipiestion as to wlial lie desired, llie llislnip 

expressed Ids wish to .. a member <■!' the Ortln,dux Church, together with his 

lloek, and then signed the necessary document on his own and their liehatr. 

The lorn,al ceremony of admission was m take place tin- follow ing day, being that 
of the Feast of the .'.iinnneiation, in the Cathedral ot St. l'eter and St. I nul, when the 
Hishop will In- given a easily panagia, and the Archimandrites and priests crosses. 
They will also adopt the dress of the Orthodox clergy; at present they wear lartar 
hnrnoiises and high slier p's-woo I caps with red tops. 


No. IT. 

sir Carrie to llir .V«n/N«» »/ KnUahiiry.—{Iteceiml .April Id.) 

M*v'Lin'd CowiliiHlhiopIc, April 9, 18118. 
Wi t'll reference In mv despatch No. |S.T, Coididentinl, "I the iatli ultimo, I 

have the honour to transmit" to your ..rewitli copy of njiro-inemorhi which 1 

have caused to Is-presented to the (irand Vizier, eallu.g Ins Highness attention to 

I he Idler written by Yussuf V iiuaii helore his death.I demanding payment by the 

Turkish tinternment of the nioniiy stolen fixnn him and mil yet recovered. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) VIII MV C Fit It IF. 


I nclosuri in No, 17. 

Dru-uiemoriil. 

IN (heir nr tie inhale No. (Ill of the I’.llli May last, mill in other communications. 
Her Majesty's In,massy had llm houoiirto draw the attention of the Sublime Forte to 
tl. murder at Sant i'u March last year of Yussuf Yiiiinn. Agent of the British 
Armenian Relief Committee. , , ,, 

The persona accused of the murder have since lircii cnudcnmeil, lull the .sentence 

has I.. referred to the Court i,r Cassation for examination. 

lie, Majesty's Kntliasst have, however, received no reply from I In- Suhlimc Forte 
re.peeling tie ,'veuve v mill the rest it III inn nf the money. The roldierv Ilf this 
eiriritiilile fund lias excited mill'll indignation in Hnglnud, mid ipieslions have H*un 
asked in the House ,,f Ciinimoiis, with the result that the Relief Commit too have 
lomiilimicali'd to ll-r Majcslv's Rmhassy tin- inclosed documcnl. It is an Arabic 
letter addressed to Mr. Andrus, Frcsident of the Mtirdin Relief I'oinmiltee by 1 usaul 
1 ilium a few days before his death. II appears to he „f undoubted authenticity, as 
will he seen from the eertilhgite neonmpanyiug it, and relates how the Uiitossnvil anil 

Pol,lie Friiseeutor of Sniii called Yussuf Yiiuau liefnro them, asked In.give them 

money, and threatened him when he refused. . 

Comment on this letter seems superfluous, mid the Sublime Forte wil doubtless 
rolievi* Her Mnicstv’s Mmbassy from tlic painful necessity ol loriuulatiny the accuaa* 
lions wliieli it natiirnUy suggests, by restoring the money stolen from Yussuf Yiman. 
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It. can lie proved that In, had in his possession at least C T. 370, of wliieli only C l’.dO 
have been recovered, leaving a lialance of t ‘I’. tl4(i. 

Constantinople , April 1*1, 18118. 


No. 18. 

Mr. C. Jlnrilinijr to the .War,/in.™ of Salisbury.—(Iterriml April 18.) 

MVl-ord Tehran, March 18,18118. 

■ 5 Jfj my despatch No. 18 of tlio 1st February, I hod the honour to report the flight 
of some Armenian revolutionaries from Tnbrcez, ol whose presence 1 luui umvou 
warning to tlio Persian Government, and tin* measures taken by tin* Government to 
effect their arrest. ., .. , 

Tin* Persian Government luiw sine© shown considerable activity, ami numerous 
arrests have been made inTahroer.,amongst them being ten Armenian revolutionaries, 
nf whom three were Russian subjects with Russian passpirts. and the remainder 

1 Urk, l'hr Will Government of the Province ol Azerbaijan wliieli extends to the Turkish 
frontier are showing energy in dispersing any gatherings nf Armenians in the district 
ofKhoi and Salinas w here the raid of last year into furbish territory was organized. 
and in confiscating all arms belonging to them. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARI, liS 11 AUDI N G F. 


No. I'd. 

Caimil Derry to the Muri/ucss of Salisbury .—(rtecnW April 18.) 

Mv'lord Jeihlah, March 91, 18118. 

' |‘ 1IAVB the honour I" forward copy of a despatch I am addressing to 

Constantinople. . ... 

Till- uneasiness referred to therein seems .tv pronounced than it was in the 

mouth III' April Inst, when war broke out, between Greece and Turkey. 

I nave, ecc. 

(Signed) G. 1*. DEVBY. 


luclnsurc in No. IP. 

Consul Decry In Sir I \ Currie. 

§"■ Jeihlah, March 31, 18!)8. 

I HAVE the lionouv to report upon the state of apprehension wliieli lias been 
obsorvahlc among tile linropcans during tlio last few; days, its direct cause and cott- 

tributorv circumstance*. ... , , . ^ . i 

The susnieion i,r plague followed by the isolation of the town at Once aroused 
great animosity against doctors and the llcnllli Office and resident foreigners, which 
has keen expressed in all sorts of wild rumours and reports varying from hour to hour, 

and in the muttering of some unpleasant threats. „ . 

Ii is only natural that litis calamity falling just five weeks helore the llaj, anil 
lldpi iviug nine-teiitiis ol thu iiilinhilanls of .1 tibia Ii of tlicir chief means of livelllnsst 
for the whole year, should he most, keenly resented. 

It is most irritating lor those aeeuslonnsl and pleased In serve the arriving 
pih'rims in a hundred clilTcrent ways to sue ships bringing them here turn hack to 
Yeniiio. or land them at a distance until of the town without communicating 

The Diiteli Consul mail myself particularly feel this, as so many Moslems from our 

rcsnceti'c dominions annually eomc on the pilgrimngu, . 

Cuuhos contributory are that very wild rumours have reached Jeddah from lay” 
and Mecca, of which tin* tiutli muv be siftod nut perhaps, that some tune-expired 
flOUPJ F 
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soldiers at the former place fairing tlu*ir quick return home might bo prevented hy 
the plague, behaved themselves in a disorderly manner and plundered some shops; a 
melee with Arabs ensued, and there were live killed, besides numerous casualties. 

1 have little accurate news from Mecca, except that merchants there handed 
together ti» protest to the Vali, that they would not tolerate isolation of Jeddah, 
as supplies would not be forthcoming, and it were better to risk dying ot plague than to 
starve and have to starve others. 

.Mecca has sufficient supplies of grain for two or three weeks perhaps, hut the 
price of sugar ami other articles 1ms already risen. 

The Vali paeilied the objector^ aud promised that supplies should arrive safely 
and regularly. 

The great caravan for Medina passed from .Mecca at a couple of miles distance 
north of the town on the night of the 28th instant, and I regret, to say a hand of some 
eighty Ilarh tribesmen were pursuing and harassing them so. that oil the outskirts of 
this town evon three Turks were killed in tin* design of robbery, which has produced a 
further bail impression. The caravan was left to pursue its way without interference 
from here. 

A h id report that a number of Bedouins attacked our Indian caravan somewhere 
about half-way between lladda and Jeddah outlie main route has just been spread 
this evening, blit an hour later proves absolutely false on tin; best authority. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. V. DEVEY. 


No. 20. 


Sir I 1 . Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Ueceived April 18.) 

(No. 220.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople, April 13, 1898. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy ot a despatch 
which I Imve received from Mur Majesty’s Consul at Aleppo, giving details of the military 
forces stationed in that vilavet. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) IMIILIP CURRIE. 


Inelosuro 1 in No. 20. 

Consul liaruham to Sir I \ Currie. 

(No. 20.) 

8| r ^ Aleppo, March 31, 1898. 

I HAVE i lie honour to forward lor the iuloroiation of the Military Attache, a Return 
showing the names and strength of the different carp* stationed in the Aleppo 
Vilavet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) II. I). BA UN HAM. 


Inchvmrc 2 in No. 20. 


Hr turn sli'iiriutj the JV umber and Stations of all Troops quartered in the I i hi yet of Aleppo • 


ALEPPO. -1. 1st battalion, 37th Regiment (Nizamid), strength, 1,000 men. 

2. Itii battalion, 38th Regiment (Sir.amie), strength, 1,000 men. 

This battalion is employed collecting taxes trom the Bedouins. 

3. 1st battalion, 71st Regiment of Reserves (Khalil Kuhnian). 

-4. ( no regiment <>l cavalry (300 men). 

5. One regiment of artillery (300 men), 

\.B.—Tin Regular Imitations are over their establishment. Deserters Jrom other 
corps have been brought in ami dialled into these battalions. 

Murush. The 2nd and 3rd battalions of the 37th Regiment (Regulars) arc divided 
between Zeitoun aud Albistan. 

Those at Zeitoun have been attacked with typhus and more than 21*0 died. 
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’The strength of each battalion before the outbreak was about 700 men. 

The 1th battalion is stationed at Mnrash. . 

The 3rd battalion of the 07th Safetia Reserves is divided between Aintab, Geoksun, and 
Albistan. and the Birali battalion at Audi in and Marasli. 

Ourfa. -1. One company of the 1st battalion of the 37th Regiment; strength, lOOmcn. 

2. One company of the‘1st battalion of the 3Mh Regiment; strength, 100 men. 

3. No. 5 battalion of the 65th Regiment of Reserves is divided between Ourfa, Surondy, 

and Biredjik. . „ _ r - i 

Antioch and Suedia.—1st battalion, 72nd Regiment of Reserves (from Jaffa), o! which 
one buluk is stationed at Loshiyn and Suedia, one at the port of Suedia, one at Ressab, 
and one at Antioch. 

Ah’xandrettn.—3rd battalion 72nd Regiment of Reserves from Mcdjdct, northern 
Palestine, is divided between Alexuiulrettu, Beilan. and Arsons. 

N.B. It is under contemplation to keep a large garrison at Alcxandretta, and the 
Vali of Aleppo is now at that.place superintending the construction of barracks. Hus 

"i" f0rm l "" ^ " f " ' !, ' Cr (Signed) 11. U. BARN11AM. 

Aleppo, March Ill, 1898. 


No. 21. 

Sir IK Currie lo the Man/uess of Salisbury.—(Rereiretl April 18.) 

jj, Constantinople , April 1-1, 1898. 

’ I UAVK the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Mnjcsty’s Vice-Consul at Kharput, reporting tire appointment 
of a Muavitt to the Kui'muknm of Chnrsnndjak. 

1 have, Ac. 

(signed) pnrfcir currik. 


Inelosuro in No. 21. 

Vice-Consul Faalaun to Sir I 1 . Currie. 

gj* r * ^ Khnrput , March 20, 185*8. 

I ll.W lithe honour to report to your Excellency that Minn* Effend! Chukasiani a 
native ofSivas, has been appointed to succeed the lute linens Kfleudi lutvoyan as Mnuuvin 
lo the Katmakam of the Charsandjak Caza.and Inis ahead)-proceeded to his post, lie 
w as recommended, I am told, before leaving Kharput, to avoid any aelion or attitude likely 
to touch the sn.ecptihilit'n s of the authorities and Agns ut Peri. 

Such . ..collation can only mean, in plain paraphrase, that lie should endeavour 

in merit the sobriquet ot " Kvct Kiiendim " Yes, Sir,”—bestowed hy the local Turks, 
nut unreasonably, upon Armenian Mouaviiis and other leading Armenian officials who, as 
a general rule, will scarcely venture to say “ No ” to, or disagree with a Turkish superior 
or colleague. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


No. 22. 

Sir P. Currie lo the Maryans of Salisbury.—(Keceireri April 18.) 

(No. 229.) 

Mv Lord Constantinople , April 1-1, 1898. 

■ WITH reference to my despatch No. 217 of the tills instant. I have the honour to 
forward to u.ur Lordship herewith copy of n despatch which I Imve received from Her 
Majesty's Consul at Damascus, stating that the election ot the Greek ( atholic Intrmrch 
of Antioch will he confirmed. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosure in No. 22. 

Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

G? 0, 12-) Damascus, March 31,18!>8. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 0 -f Il.e 2-llli>»U»nt reporting |l'c^refenl 
of the Ottoman Cabinet to ratify the election ol .Mgr. Gerngin to the Greek 
Patriarchate, I have now the honour to inform your Excellency hat t a refusal s not 
been nersiHtcd in ; on the contrary, it would appear now that the election, tl i has not 
been Confirmed already, as many assert, will shortly receive the necessary eonhr,nation 
both from the Porte and finally, of course, from the Sultan hiuisel . 

I must regret that, in the despatch above relcrred to, I should have „iun your 
Excellency to understand that this would not he the case; and vet there ean he no 
doubt, whatever, that the Ministers did refuse to confirm the election ^ td^mphod 
in this sense to the Vali. I am informed that in the highest official luattcre to Co • 
Btantinople, eerlain foreign influence was brought to hear in Invent of the elected 
candidate which ultimately proved irresistible, ami mi wluit was very strongly disappro ec 
of carl v in the week, it was .tended to regard with approval towards its end. 

Mur c.er.v'iri, who is now in Bcvrout, is expected to arrive here sliorlly. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) W. 8. RICHARDS. 


No. d3. 

Sir Currie to ilu- Marquess of Salisbury. — (llccriml April IS.) 

Mv't' 3 ^'* Constantinople, April H, 1808. 

' i HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch wlneli 
, have received from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Sivas reportmg the arrtval there of 
Miln .\li Hey, Chief of the Karapapuk tribe, and tin- «tcps taken with a \u w to the 
calling out of the ltcservca should such a course be necessary. 

I Imvc, &c. 

(Signed) 1*111 LI 1* CUllUIK. 


lnelosiiiv in No. 28. 

Captain Maunsell to Sir /■* Currie. 

(No- SI ' April 3, 18!)S. 

S,r ' 1 1| WE the honour to report that Mihr All Hey, the Chief of the Kara,mpak tribe, 
arrived here yesterday, having been summoned here by an order Irom onsta.i mop 
II,. is colonel of the lliimidie Cavalry ltegimei.t formed from Inolr he,. and I s husincos 
here relates to that regiment He is staying in the house of Bedrt Hey, an oilier r or 
Regular t uvalry, having the rank of Colonel, and wearing the llamldiemiilornl. 

T|,e. hitter has been here all the winter, is a great friend o! /ekkt I usl a, ant 
praetieally nets here as his stall - officer for Hninidid Cavalry. He is a very energetic and 

“"“'i'VhTbCg to report that zaptiehs have beet, sent nut to the various villages round 
to liiin-, ill the Headmen, in order to make a thorough examination ot the number, 
avaihlhh-, should orders be issued to fall out the liedifs and Muilatix in this 
neighbourhood. This I ns ulso been done under telegraphic orders from tmustanti- 

l hove, &A1. 

(Signed) V. U. MACNSELL. 
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,<; r P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April IS.) 

il v IsOrd, Constantinople, April 14, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van, containing a report of 
the present state of affairs in that vilayet. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Iticlosurc in No. 21. 


Captain Elliot to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 1 I.) 

S ir( Pan, March 20, 189H. 

I HAVE the honour to submit the following report on the state of affairs 

The trial of the political prisoners i.- still suspended. The reason ot this is not, 
as the Vali alleged, that there is danger of a fanatical outbreak. Whatever the 
people may feel, I am convinced that such only occur to order. Most I tirks leel 
humiliated by what has happened here recently, and would he glad to have the matter 
settled and forgotten. . 

They admit that, with the exception of the prisoners who confessed and gloried in 
their folly, tin- accused are the victims of the police. 

* The officials, now tlint they see that Shemshi Pasha has got into trouble, arc, one 
and nil, most anxious to set themselves light in the eyes of the (’ousels; a chastened 
frame of mind that will have a good effect as long as it lasts. 

'fhe greatest scoundrels are most anxious to have “ a long talk,” m winch they will 
“ explain everything." . . 

All are ready to give the departing Vali a parting kick, hut lie still holds them 
in terror. . , . , . 

I regret to report that Shemshi Paslm. although Iriendly relations have been 
resumed, still persists in his obstinate folly, lie hns nearly brought the village relict to 
a standstill. The men sent to Gartdregan anil Gnrvur, after spending six weeks there, 
have had to he recalled, and it has appeared better to give the money elsewhere. I 
telegraphed to your Excellency on this subject on the otii .March. 

I am unable to say what happened there, hut 1 hear that an Armenian, annoyed 
because lie found that lie was to have no share in the proposed distribution, went to the 
authorities and complained that the two men were going round the villages stirring up 
people to mischief. 

'flic Kuiinukum telegraphed direct to Constantinople, and probably Hlicinshi Pasha 
thought himself compromised. There is no doubt that he has to he careful now, as all 
his enemies, and lie has many, are on the look out to do him a had turn. 

The delays in the trial of the prisoners mentioned above are to he deplored. 1 
think now, however, that all but a few will In- acquitted, and those condemned recom¬ 
mended to the clemency ot the Sultan. This last measure is most advisable, borne 
weeks ago it was urged on Shemshi Pasha by the Uofterdur Makhul Boy, as the heat 
means of saving an awkward situation. Uufortunately.at this moment, the ( udi, a most 
respectable looking old gentleman, thinking there was money in the business, insinuated 
to the Vali that the Deftordur and others were intriguing against him. The Cadi 
eventually got into disgrace, hut the distrust aroused by his words hns not yet been 
lulled, and tlm present deadlock is due to the mutual suspicions of the various officials, 
and their anxiety that, whoever else comes to gricti they themselves shall escape. 

The President of the Tribunal is an honest mun who wishes to do his duty, hut he 
is, at present, in a most awkward position, as he appears to he the most convenient 
person, for all the rascals to charge with accepting bribes. He lost his appoint¬ 
ment at Mosul, because lie acquitted a numb, r of Armenians whom lie considered 
innocent. . 

I propose to start very shortly for Peisia, us :i appears advisable to get there before 
the cross country trucks are open. It is reported that utnuheis of Armenians have been 
11094) 








(minted In tlic Persian nuthoritica on the border. It is most desirable In prevent the 
tactics of last year being again resorted to. and innocent men who are tumble to par up. 
being imprisoned, while those who really mean mischiut are left alone. 

As Khemahi T’nslm will soon leave. I take this offilortiinity of recording that, as tar 
as taking bribes arc concerned, his hands are clean, lie is loyal and patriotic according 
to his lights. It is to he regretted that these good qualities arc not combined with a 
little common sense and self-restraint. 

[ have, &c. 

(Signed) 0. S. ELLIOT. 


No. 25. 

Sir /'. Carrie In Ihr .Wanin'** of Salirbtirp. —l llrrrirrd April -5.) 

Mv l*i>rd^ (‘on*tailliia>ji!r } April In. i>-t)S. 

' • WITH reference to mv desiHitcb No. 1s5 of the 2(ltli ultimo. re*pwtin g the 
murder or the Chief of Police at liitlis. I Imve ilie honour to slate that, according to a 

tel ram received from Mr. Monahan, the Vnli says that lie has obtained proof 

that the Armenian Commissary of Police both niTi.iiged mid was present at the 

kl'r. Muntil.adds that as the Vnli is hostile to the Commissary ho will probably 

Ik* sentenced to death. 

I have. Are 

(Signed) I'll l Till* C ITU III B« 


No. 2(5. 

.sir IK Currie In the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 2.>.) 

i“* Constantinople, Ap> il 10, 1W)S. 

WITH reference to mv despaleh No. 2:111 ol the loth instant, I have the honour 
to forward to vo,n-Lordship herewith copy of despatch which I have nwtrifm 

Her Majesty's ViecCinuul at liitlis containing Hirtlier inroriiintimi rcspe.tmg tho 
recent murder of tIn* 01ii«*f of Police of that place. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PIUUP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 20. 

Vice-Consul Monahan to Sir n . Currie. 

*?"• :U Uillit, March 25, ISPs. 

" WITH reference to my telegrams Nos. IS, till, and 211 of tile 17th. 20lh. and 21th 
instant respectivelv. I have the honour to report that early lit the morning of the 
17th instant Itilini Hev, Chief of the liitlis Police, was found dead in he sheet n ar 

a brothel kept liv 'in Wmctiinii woman ... Ddtieis.. His throat Inn boon j. it. > » 

head smashed, and many knife nr sword wounds were on ns holly. I lie hn In I was 
empty, bin Dilhero and ..tlicr Vrmunlnn women of the house were caught within 

threo’dava of tho murddr, and are now in custody. . .. 

On*lh« night »>r tho Kith llilmi Roy, wlm often visited this brothel not m his 

Official ..eitv. sen, a messenger ,o il fetch the son ol Dill,era. a youth named 

Kazar, 'Ilie votltli came, and llilini Hey and lie went oil’ together to the hrotlu 1. 
K izarlmt disappeared, and it is not known where In- went after the murder. 

Tin* four women have hcon swrctly interrogated by the V all, ... me their 

slorv is that llilini Hev hud been a short lime in the house when seven or eight 
\riucniaii revolutionists Inreod their way in fro,,, the street, seized him, dragged him 
out and murdered him The names of two of the revolutionist, tsi.no,i and Motnnre, 
were given” y the women. They are both well-known men. Four nlle cartridges. 
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apparently from ltussin, such ns are known to he used by revolutionists, were found, 
haring, it* would scorrt, boon dropped in tho struggle. 

The Vnli further tolls mo the woman Dilhero stated that Thomas Kffemli, an 
Armenian “ eoiiniii^iwiiri*.** or ollicor of police, had, to her knowledge, been in com¬ 
munication with Simon. Thomas LlVondi and bis brother, a policeman, aro in prison, 
hut 1 have not ascertained what precise charge is being made against thorn. 

No satisfactory trace of the seven or oiirlit revolutionists seems to have been found. 
Titov an* probably bv this time in Russia or Persia. 

‘ Many Armenian houses have been searched, and six or seven Armenians, besides 
the four women and Thomas KITcndi and bis brother, an* in prison on account of tho 
affair. 

There was much alarm on the 17th. No Armenian went to market or opened 
bis shop on that day. but shops have since been opened every day ns usual, and the 
town has remained quiet. The streets are patrolled by frequent guards, and some 
Mussulmans have been deprived of their knives. There is, however, much uneasiness 
among the population. . 

A Kurdish gentleman, a neighbour of mine, has been induced by the advice of 
of some Sheikhs to leave Ibis mainly Christian quarter of the town, and move bis 
household into a Mussulman quarter. Many Mussulmans think it would be well to 
wipe out the Armenians before vengeance for the murdering and plundering of 
18115 can fall on themselves. Their thoughts arc, however, so far as I can judge, 
vague, and not likely to lead to outrage for the presence. The soldiers here, who 
are mostly Kurds, donot inspire the Armenians with much confidence, hut it is 
prohnhlv impracticable to got a better garrison. 

I liave urged the Armenian Bishop to do all he can to bring the revolutionists 
to justice. Ili* had already advised the leading men of his oommunity to help tho 
Government to this end. and is, I believe, continuing to do so. 

I have given tho official version of the murder, hut nriyate information inclines 
me to think that, though undoubtedly committed by revolutionists, it may not have 
been done from entirely revolutionary motives. 

The murdered llilmi Hev was a somewhat dissolute person. shortly before the 
murder he brought some charge against the father-in-law ol the revolutionist Simon, 
and put him in prison, where lie still remains, and lie is believed to have had designs 
on Simoli'a wife, who lives in her father’s house in liitlis. It is said that llilini Hey 
and the Armenian “ commissairc,” Thomas Kltondi, had frequent intercourse with 
Simon, who was often in the town, and that about a fortnight ago llilmi Hey warned 
Simon to leave the. town. The murder would thus scum to have been committed 
partly at least from jealousy. .... ... 

K is not dear that llilmi Bey was enticed into the brothel; and there is a story 
current that Simon and his companions did not force their way in. hut only happened 
to hr in the house, and that Simon alone actually perpetrated the murder, llilmi 
Hey was, in Tahsin Pasha's time, an oppressor of Armenians, hut has of late been 
thought rather friendly to them. .. 

The evidence in the ease is. of course, still incomplete* hut the authorities would, 
perhaps, he glad to make the murder appear to he purely revolutionary. 

I have, &«. 

(Signed) .1. II. MONAHAN. 


No. 27. 

Sir IK Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receiv'd April *25.) 


(No. 2to.) 

My I/miI, 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your 
which I have received from Her Majesty' 
.'100 Armenians belonging to the Ca/.u of Ki 
their employment in Constantinople. 


Constantinople, April 10, 1 V 0S. 

I/mlsllip herewith eopv of a despatch 
*. Consul at Kr/.eroum. stating that 
•ghi are to he permitted to return to 

1 have, &e. 

iSigned' PHILIP CUUK1K. 
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Inclosure ill No. 27. 

Consul Graft’s to Sir I \ Currie. 

(N’o. 7.) Erzerouin, April 7, 18i)H. 

AMON(J 1 li«* provincial Armenians expelled from Constantinople after the 
mfiKS'icrc llicre in 1 S‘J6, wero a laiue nnmher of workingmen and domestic servants 
k Keglli. Their number was about WO, while about MH) ...or- 
had been killed dnniiK the massacre, and as almost all of these men weie ttic sole 
support of a family. Tor a year ami a-l.nlf past several thousand Armenians of t o 
district have lici-n reduced to a state of extreme destitution, slightly tempcied by 

such relief ns our Committee has been able to allortl them. . 

The Yuli of Erzerouni has made repeated applications to the lorte lor permission 
to he --iv. il to these people to return to Constantinople or to go to Smyrna or other large 
centres in search of work, and 1 am glad to report that his persistence has at last been 

rewarded In the ..ipt of a telegram from the I’orte, inloriiiing him that 300 

Armenians of Kcglii arc lo lie allowed to return to Constantinople. 

This is, l believe, the lirst ease in which such permission has been granted, and 

the Yuli, tearing lest it si.Id lie withdrawn in ease ol any alleged abuse, has 

instructed the kaimaUan, of keghi lo issue Uv.h, res only to men ol known good 
character, and to pick them from the various villages of the enr.it. m proportion to 
population, so that the bonettt may accrue ei|ually lo tlu< whole ‘hstnel. 

(Signed) 11. W. GRA V IvS. 


No. 2S 

.Sil P. Currie U. lli r Marquess of Salisbury.— (ffi-rnW April 20 .) 

M^'isml'^ Conrtuulinople , April 10, ISOS. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your l.ordship herewith copy ol a despatch 
which I have received front Her Majesty's Consul at Krzoroum, giving details 
respecting tin- formation of the new Hnmidiu regiments. 

' 1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) I'llHLiIP CUltltlli. 


Inclosure in No. 28. 

Consul Graves lo Sir It Currie. 

' 1 Erzerouni , April 8, 1S9S. 

NOTICE Itnving appeared in the Constantinople press of the formation of three 
more tlamidie regiments in this district, described as belonging to.the Sevgliiar- 
Pinion. Shoiilttnli, and Knzknuli tribes, 1 have been at some poms to ascertain the 
correct names and numhers of these regiments. . , 

As fur as 1 call learn, the SOth Regiment is being lormed from tin- 1 miaush 
tribe and the 00th from the Shcidmili tribe, both of the llekkiari, while the 01st is 
composed of a combination of the kuzkanli trihesmen of lteslud Bey with a small 
tribe known as Serghiari. whose Chief is Osman Aglia. Both ol those tribes belong 
to the Cazu of l'assiu. and lteslud Bey's Kuzkanli arc emigrants from Itussian 
territory, when- tin- hulk ol that tribe still remains. A former attempt ol lteslud Bey s 
to form a regiment was unsuccessful, and tin- commission ol 1-UOUte lull it-Colonel which 
had )iis-ii granted him was withdrawn llis present success is the result of a long, 
and I believe, costly visit to Constantinople, from which In- has just returned. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) It. \v. GRAVES. 


No. 29. 


Sir I 1 - Currie lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 25.) 

(No. 248.) n , ,, 

Mv Lord Constantinople, April 20, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Damascus, reporting the departure 
of the Vali for the Human. 

I Imvo, Ac. 

(Signed) 1’IfILIE CURRIE. 

Inclosure in No. 29. 

Consul Iticliurils lo Sir P. Currie. 

(No. lo.) 

£h., . Damascus, April 8,1898. 

I HAVE the honour lo inform your Excellency that tin tali left Damascus 
yesterday morning by train lor Mezerili, the terminal station on the llam-aa Railway, 
liis Excellency's object being to make a short tour of inspection through that district. 
Although Nazim tasha had been contemplating for some time the desirability of 
making such a journey, yet there can ho no doubt that lie actually made up his mind 
to do so at very short' notice indeed, possibly only twenty-four hours beforehand. 
What decided him as to tin- necessity for starting at once was the daily increasing 
impatience of (In- Musliir Abdullah Pasha at what In- considers to he the Vali’s unduly 
lenient and propitiatory treatment of the Druses of tin- Hnuran. The Musliir lias all 
along protested against the adoption of anything Imt the most repressive measures 
agaiilst the Druses, and, consequently, lie never lets slip nil'opportunity of allowing 
in his correspondence with his superiors in Constnntinpplc I lint his policy is the right 
one. whereas that of tin- Vali is wrong. 

As a matter of fact the llaurau lias been remarkably quiet for the last four or 
live months—a stale of things which is as highly agrcoablc as it is unusual, and one 
which is undoubtedly due to the wisely conciliatory attitude ol tin- Vali in all matters 
which tin- somewhat'turbulent and unmanageable inhabitants of that region, whether 
Druses, Huuraucse (Moslems), or Boduwin, have seriously and really at heart. 

•rills very tranquillity, however, seems to irritate the Musliir, possibly because it 
proves the Vali lo have been in the right, and in- eagerly seizes upon the most trilling 
incident, such as an act of brigandage (which in such a country is no infrequent occur¬ 
rence), or a scuffle between a soldier and a Druse jiensant, lo send oil alarmist telegrams to 
Constantinople demonstrating the urgent necessity lor taking military action at mice 
against the “ rebels.” 

In order lo prove the incorrectness of such information, the Vali has, I think, 
most wisely, gone to see the country himself and so lo report oil its real state and on 
that of its inhabitants. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) IV. 8. RICHARDS. 


Sir P. Currie In III , Marques* of Salisbury .— (lleceireil April 2a.) 


Mv Lord, Ciiustuiitiuople, April 21, 189S. 

I HAVE tin- honour to forward to your Eonlsliip herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty's N ice Consul al Klmrput, respecting the 
collection of taxes at Morruik and elsewhere. 

i have, Ae. 

(Signed) T1UL1T CURB IE. 


[1091] 



In closure in No. 30. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to .Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 14.) 

Sir, Khar pul, March 20, 1808. 

I HAVE the honour herewith duly to return :i notice from the Porte, stating that, 
according to the Vali’ assertion, ihc tax-levy throughout this vilayet has been 
conducted with the greatest moderation, notably so in the villages of Chenil and 
Morenik. 

My ilespalch No. S (\.nlh.iutinl, the 21th ultimo may perhaps suffice t" show 
how irmvely mistaken Rnouf Bey’ a<sertibh is. 

As to the two villages in question, I know of none in this neighbourhood called 
Client), and my telegram to your Kxeellency of the 12th January last alluded only to 
Shintil and Morenik. 

Armenians of the last* r villa assure me that the officer and soldiers were with¬ 
drawn after coljitictmg 2.000 piastres, ami a few days after their withdrawal I heard 
that an Armenian zaptieh and Collector, named Gambol, Imd arrived there to collect 
further taxes. 

Soon afterwards Avak Oglou Agoh, of Morenik. accompanied by his brother 
and other Armenians, came and complained to me that he had been badly' beaten by 
the said Garnbet in presence of the Kojn Bnslii and the members of the Ikhtiar 
Mejli'si, because, Agop stud, having nothing to give the Collector, he had invited the 
hitter to enter his house and take whatever lie could find. A complaint was lodged 
with the Tahour. Agassi, Imt I do not know whether Garnbet has been reprimanded. 
7,000 pin tics were claimed in all at Morenik, ftnd 2.000 piastres collected by the 
soldier*, it appears, with the greatest dillieulty. 

An old Armenian from there came to info,in me that his bed had been taken by 
them. 

The head Armenian Collector at Ghomish-tlhesek, also named Garabet, and whose 
treatment of widows was reported in my despatch No. .”»(» of the 27th December, 1807, 
was recently reproached by certain Christian Notables hero by letter with the brutality 
lie evineeti in collecting taxes. 

His reply, which was read to me, stated that he personally was not to blame, hut 
the authorities, who forced him to act as he did, and his letter ended with a request 
for assistance to enable him to procure some other employment. 

The (ircgorjnu and Catholic Murakhnss here would, L believe, indorse my 
•pinion that the tax collection in this district has been purely and simply oilicial 
spoliation. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) it. A. FONTANA. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess oj Sulishun/.—(Received April 25.) 

(No. 251.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , April 21, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a Memo* 
niuduni which I have received from the Sublime Porte respecting the treatment of 
villagers in the Vilayet of Bitlis. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inelosuro in No. 31. 


LK (iouvcrneur-dtbieml du Vilayet de Bitlis, a qiii It s communications nuces- 
suircs avaient dte faites a la suite du pro-mJmorid de PAmbnssndo de Sa Majeste 


Britanuiquc, en date du 28 Fevrier (v. «.), repond quo les villagcois bonnet cs sont 
laissds lihres de pareourir les diverses localites du vilayet. D’ailleurs, eeux de ees 
villageois qui desirent tmvailler trouveront de roecupation dans les travail x de 
construction do routes qui seront entrepris cette an nee et auxquels nil credit de 
8,000 a 10,000 livres a etc allccte. 

Le Vali ajoute que des mesures rigourouses sont prises pour qu’aucun acto 
d'oppression lie se produise dans la province, mais qu'il n’en a pas moins reimuvele 
ses reeommandations aux autorites des snndjiaks et des districts pour lea? engager a 
nviscr a des dispositions propres a assurer le maintien de l’ordre et de la sdcurite 
puhlique dans lours circonscriptions rcspectives. 

Sublime Porte, le 18 Aeril, 1898. 



Sir P. Currie to Ihe Marques* of Salisbury.—(Received April 25.) 

(No. 253.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 21, 1898. 

1 IIAVK the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I lmvc received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van, respecting the formation 
of new llnmidich regiments. 

1 have sanctioned the proposal made by Captain Elliot in this despatch, to return 
from his journey in Persia by way of Hekkiari and Shattakh. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURB IE. 


Inclosure in No. 32. 

Captain Elliot lo Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 13.) 

Sir, Van, March 25, 1898. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that three more regiments of Hamidioli cavalry are 
buing formed in this vilayet, and that more will shortly bo formed. It is believed that 
the total number of these regiments will bo raised to 100. 

One of them is being raised among the Shidan tribe in Xordoust, and Omar Agha, 
an oppressive person, has been appointed its Kaimnkam , another among the Artoosbi 
Kurus in Hekkiari, Kaimnkam, licfsoollali Bey. The 3rd regiment is in that neigh¬ 
bourhood. hut I have not yet learnt particulars. 

Your Excellency is aware how regrettable is this increase in the number of these 
regiments, but in this particular instance it appears to me more than usually noteworthy, 
as I regard it as a menace to the Nostorinns of Hekkiari on the one hand, and the 
Armenians of tfhuttakh on the other. 

If your Excellency approves, l propose to return from Persia through these 
districts, and will then submit a further report. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. S. ELLIOT. 


No. 33. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 25.) 

(No. 251.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 21, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a notice which 
! have received from the Sublime Porte, embodying a report from the Vali of Bitlis 
respecting the trial of the murderers of Yusut Yunan. 

Your Lordship will observe that this notice is in reply to the representations on the 
subject made by me in May and December 1897, and not to those which I have made 
since the communication to this Embassy of the letter written by the murdered man 







immediately before his death, Bttd which formed the subject of my despatches Nos. IKS, 
Confidential, of the 2fith ultimo, and 22o ol the 9th mstanl.^ ^ 

(Signed)'' ' ' PHILIP Cl H1UH. 


lnclohurc in No. S)3. 

Memorandum. 

l,K (jmtvcniour-lieucrul do l ^ ; j ( .^is^).i < ! r*, l * 1 Vs CI *AViichrise' r< int*rilioiiii*''''Vhrna te 

Youssouf Jouiuin, *Jg«J‘ » *j»\ ni | WS wMlf <io Sri MajestV Uritunniquo on <lalu tin 

lira-inemorid o In noti. mti .lie * ' iiuc lrs iioiuinfo Alnloullab 

“S'™; &«”•“; S n.« -..,».. 

... 

sss'AssS;; *■ .•-« «<?• *.. "■ .- *.. 

susmenlioni.fi iia |«.s pours,„vt laffmre dont il saglt. 

Sublime Porte, Ir 19 Amt, 1898. _ 


No. ill. 

Mr. /i. Alkiu "• i'oi ciiju Offiee. (Kcmrrif April 85.) 

ICsscx Court, Temple, LtWfrhw. 
April 28. 1997. 

DCa, Tlhk inclosed letter may interest you in regard to the eases of (1) Yussnf Yunan, 

(2) rircmmldte wni'ald'i.. a,.... with Sir .1. \Y. Whit,all's suggest;,,,, | 

regard "o tin post.olliee robber. ; hut ..ill continue to urge the ,vc,.very of X. I. !■'■ 
from the I’orte re Yusuf \ naan. Vours tm!v> 

(Signed) lilt WARD ATKIN 


Inclosuii.* in No. 

Si ,-./. II . Whit tall la Mr. Alkiu. 

Constantinople, April ID. 1BDS. 

'’“VaM mlhcr confused at having to reply eategorieuny to your letter. The 
I'ollo.ving narration ..ill eaahleyou b; unde., mu »h. I • . ML ,„. who 

. 

ienr'went^'tbeMinJX puJlfib'e aa'h.sbed f,ir it. Tin- ollieials said the post ..a- 
■ I.laved by snow—a frequent .Ktcnrrei.ee. ,.dd the g.oup lu.d not 

with hi... in the ..orb, he as usual, gave hrn ^trh.sb.• M ^ ^ ^ . . , s(;li ,, 

lllo'Vosim^ter JaM on! to bin, and begged bin. to let him have the seal again as the 
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former impressions of the seal were too taint and it had to be done over again. 
Jlr Lee gave his seal and sa.v it affixed on .vlint appeared jo lie the same lurk,sir 
document The next week he claimed the group again, and was told by the I osl- 
inaster “ Whv do you ask a second time? Yon received your group last week. 
Here is your receipt 'duly sealed, and my clerk is witness.'’ Mr. Lee saw that he had 
been robbed, and at once, brought a complaint, which went to the \ all at Aleppo, who, 
it scums, behaved properly. , , . „ 

The Consuls, llriiisl, and American, also worked energetically, anil Lee also 
referred the matter to us. Weal once arranged to get both Her Majesty s hull,assy 
a,.d the American Legation to intervene, and we wrote long reports to both, denim,ding 
restitution of the money, punishment of the official, .to., all in the most energetic 

posl-olliee here in Constantinople, oil being applied to bv tin- Kmlgrssy-, 
refused to restore the moi.ev, and showed the receipt for it sealed with laics seal. A 
Commission was appointed a, Aleppo to examine the affair- I am told, indirectly. Hie 
Postmaster was dismissed but we don’t know yet whether the money will be restored. 

These affairs take time in Turkey. . 

Now eon.es an incident which explains our reticence,., the matter. I lie group was 
insure- with an English IV mis,a. against robbery. Now we have always understood 

thi- rubber.' to meal, robbery route by brigands. \Vc never underst.I it I" mean 

>■ , ohl.er, bv officials after'reaching dintinatioli." The Company, however, on our 
reo.centia lr " the liiels to il, genoroilslv agreed to pay us at ouee, but on on,,ditto,, that 

„, should pro- ..very, just as il we I,ad never received the ... I’his eo.uli- 

Iion we eons il only right to accept, and ,ve have acted accord,ugly. Nobody 

hut von and we here and the Company know that we have been paid. It is .hereto,o. 

at ail cent, in the present stage,. advisable that ton much muse should lie made 

over the affair, as, if it got to be known that we were no losers and the Insurance 

. was .ily plaintiff, there would be less chance of redre-s, and, moreover, 

our posit'ion would lie more delicate. , 

Vo., will see that the weak point in our ease is the ivee.pt will, l.ee s seal all,veil 

not that I blame .Mr. Lee, for 1 myself have often ball to giv.. Turkish seal to 

officials to gum and affix to doeuments. . 

Now as regards the Ynssuf Yunan affair, the only ipiest. open yet '• whet tier 

Iter M a .can's Embassy will, in addition to It,.' 9 T. 37(1, press for the payment, iff the 
2 T. I< 10/ given to the family. The claim for the CT. 1)7(1 "assent In so recently that 
we cannot expect a replv from the Turks for some time. II is clear that 1 condo no 
more about il for the present, nor eat. you, indeed, lor, if asked in Parliament, ( tirzon 
will reply that the claim has been sent in, and that time is rctpiircd. 

Yours truly. 

(Signed) .1. \V. WIIIT’TALL. 

p _i have just seen Poet, lie agrees with me that it would not be well for 

you to' take an, st'eps at. present on re the 2 T. 5110 group The last news is a letter 
received from .M imsli, stating that the Postmaster was dismissed by the Inspector sent 
for •• breach of confidence,” and is now in hiding. The (loveruor of Martial, requested 
Iwe to prosecute bin, criminally in the Turkish Court. Angell, the American 
Minister, wrote Peel vesterdav that be bad sent bis Dragoman, accompanied by I'lti- 

Mauriee to inform the Director of Posts that be would not allow 1.to have anything 

to do with a Turkish Tribunal—that it was for the Turkish Oovernmoni to prosccuto, 
and the tloveninient must ivfinul the money, as it alone was responsible. 


No. 35. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 29.) 

(Tele,’rapine ) I’. Constantinople, April 29, 1898, noon. 

ft Eft Majesty's Vice-Consul at Van sent mo yesterday the following telegram 

f""n InbrcM.— ^^ ^ ^ 2 (lth instant l found the reports which had reached me 
about the revolutionists to be exaggerated. Somo two months since they began to 
assemble in Sclmas; Persian troops were sent after thorn and they disporewl. I hose 
[1091] 1 






(In- far the greater number) who were Russian subjects returned to Husain, ami the 
few Persian or Turkish subjects took refuge here. They have not gone to the villages 
east and south of TTrutnin Lake, as has been stated. It would be well to urge the 
Persian Government to keep a careful watch on the- frontier (which they seem dis¬ 
inclined to do), although there is little probability that any attempt on Van will be 
made this year. 

“Thu Archbishop of the Nestorinns remains in Persia, since Ins fear of Mieikli 
Sadik prevents hint from returning to his See, which is in Turkish territory. This 
Sheikh is the only Kurd who is able to cause really serious annoyance to the Turkish 
Government, anil they ought, in their own interest, to exile him; in fact, this seems 
reallv an important matter. 

*■ Ali ltizn Bev, Ottoman Consul at Kind, is a most mischievous person. 

I should bo obliged if your Excellency would communicate this telegram to the 
French Consul at A nn and ll'er Majesty's Consul at Erzcrouin. 

" I am told here that the revolutionists have a plan to make use of Cyprus for 
the purpose of smuggling arms into Asiatic Turkey in order to create disturbances in 
the Zeitoun district." 


sir V. Currie Iu the Marijum of Saliubury.—{Received May 1.) 

(No. 92.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Conslalilino/ilc, Man 1, 1898,12-110 p.m. 

t HAVE received this morning the following telegram from Her -Majesty’s 
Consul at Jeddah 

“News lias reached lion* of tin* beginning oi a revolt in the Yemen, though I 
have received no report on tin* subject from tin* British Vice-Consul at llodeida. U 
is said that one battalion has been destroyed, and that four mow will leave Kas-eL 
Aswad to-morrow.” . „ , . ... 

The Sublime* Porto lias denied the truth of certain rumours ol this outbreak 
which have arrived here. 


Sir P. Carrie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 2.) 

(No. 255.) 

Mv Lord Constantinople, April 23, 189b. 

* WITH reference to my despatch No. 78 of the 7th February last, l have the 
honour to forward to your Lordship licit*with copy of n despatch which 1 liave received 
from Her Majesty's Consul-General at Bevrout, stating that no further particulars 
are forthcoming respecting the Armenian girls said to lie detained in Mussulman 


are forthcoming respecting 
families at L:\ttakiu. 


I have, «fec. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


IncloHure in No. 37. 

Consul-General Drummond Hay to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 22.) 

Sir, Deyrout, April 12, 1898. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch of the 12th February, which 
crossed my report of the 7th February, respecting the detention of certain Armenian 
girls in the Mussulman families in the district of liUttakin. I have the honour to 
inform your Excellency that further inquiries wore made by the British Vice-Consul, 
who reported to me on tin* 8th iuatunt that he had nothing further to add to the 
particulars already furnished. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) It. DRUMMOND HAY. 
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No. 38. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 2.) 

(No. 256.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 23, 1898. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Sivas, containing an account, 
of the progress in that vilayet of the work of relief among the Armenians. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosnre in No. 38. 

Captain Mnunsell to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 32.) 

Sir, Sivas, April 13, 189S. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the money from the Armenian Relief Fund 
which your Excellency was good enough to allot to this vilayet is now finished. 

The linAl distribution consisted of a sum of 345/. lor purchase of seed corn for the 
various villages in the vicinity and at Divrik, Gevron, and Darende, this being by far the 
most suitable form of relief at the present time. 

I have done my best to impress on the villagers that they must not expect continued 
contributions from the fund, hut must endeavour to mutually help their poorer 
neighbours. 

There are, however, in Sivas town a number of extremely poor widows and 
helpless people who suffered in the massacres, and who can do Imt little to gain a liveli¬ 
hood. Many of these came in from the surrounding villages, and they require 
occasional assistance to enable them to live. 

I have given nothing to any man who asked for help but appeared able to work for 
their living, nor to able-bodied exiles and travellers, who seem to think (lie Consulate is 
placed lien* specially to help them. 

Iu Gcuruu an abnormally large number of men were killed, and the widows and 
helpless people there, unable to work, amount; to some 800 persons. 

I may add, as a hopeful sign of mutual help among the Armenians, that the 
Committee, who preside over the Gcuruu weaving industry, have allotted 100/. from 
their profits to assist the poor of the place. 

If such a sum could he spared, I would suggest to your Excellency dial a further 
sum of 150/. be allotted to this vilayet from the fund for needs of the widows and very 
poor. 

I propose, with your Excellency’s sanction, to travel shortly in tile direction of 
Azizie, and visit the cazas in the southern portion of the vilayet. 

Also to visit Divrik and the Ki/.ilbash Kurd country to tlu* north of it. 

Neither of these portions of the country have been visited by Her Majesty’s 
Consuls for twenty years, and such visits have a very useful efTect. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) F. R. MAUNSELL. 


No. 39. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May 2.^ 

(No. 259.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 27, 1898. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which 1 have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Diarbckir, reporting on the 
budget of that vilayet during the last; three years. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 39. 

Vice-Consul IVawj/i to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 1.) Dinrbekir, April 4, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the budget or this vilayet for the last three 

>C The falling-off in the receipts in 1890 was due— 

1. To a depreciation of £T. 19,000 m the tithes. 

“ QuippC iibi fas versum atque ncfxs, 

Tam multn* welurum facie*; non ullus aratro 
Dignus honos.” 

To the loss ol the niilitnrv exemption lax. the collection ol winch was out of the 
question immediately after “the events," and was subsequently suspended by lrnde for 
t wo yearn. 

3. To other smaller diminutions of revenue. 

Contrary to my expectation Iasi year, the tithes already show a recovery. 

Bm a further loss of C T. 19,500 has licen incurred by the exemption of the 
agricultural population from the income tax. ... . • . i 

B q-| lt . IW t, vears' delay allowed tor the military exemption lax will, 1 am informed, 
expire in ten months from now. 

‘ The increase in the expenditure is attributed to the appointment of new gendarmes, 
nolice, and tax collectors; bill the items seem to me are not very trustworthy. 

It will lie noticed that the figures differ considerably Irani those given in ray 
despatch No. s of the nth April last year. It is impossible to vouch lor accuracy. 

'I ll,, ,-ntirc absence of revenue from the military exemption tax during the past two 
years shows the inaccuracy ol the present figures; for tins tax has been collected in 
several towns and districts which were not plundered. 

Tim income tax, ton, has been, and doubtless still is being, collected from the 
farmers in many districts; for orders to the contrary take time to filter through. 

On the whole, however, I believe that the present figures give a fair idea of the 

bUde Tho f receip'tearc rather estimated than actual, a certain proportion of revenue being 

'''"'rims,during tho past year, only £ T. 140,000 were actually collected, oi which 
£T. 18,000 were on account of arrears for former years, leaving tlie sum ot .L 1. -4,000 

An order recently received from the Ministry of the Interior, and confirmed by 
telegram from the Ministry of Finance, mnkes the expenditure of Ibis vilayet a first 

There is only ono month of salary owing now for the financial year 1313, which 
terminated on the 18th March; the zaptichs havo six months due to them, but on 

.' tC0 Thi' Ut, ‘havalclis” r issued last year from various sources on the revenues of tins 
vilayet were so heavy that only 10 per cent, of them could be met ot the surplus 

In the vilayet expenditure is not included the estimated cost of administration of 
the new nahies, which has not yet been sanctioned from Constantinople. 

There are forty-seven iialnes, winch require a credit of 250 piastres monthly, 
salary for the Mudtr, 150 piastres for his Secretary, and, in addition, the cost of the 
extra police to be provided. 

At present tile new Mudirs are serving unpaid. 

1 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) A* T. WAUGH. 











Sir P. Currie Io the Marquees of Salisbury.—(Received May 2.) 


Mv’liord^ Constantinople, April 27, 1898._ 

I HAVE the honour to farwnnl to vouv Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul W Hiarhekir respect,nfc- an ofhcml recon- 
ciliation recently effected between two powerful Kurdish ( mots. 

* 1 Imve, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 40. 


Vice-Consul Waugh to Sir P. Currie. 

Sir ^ Dinrhekify April 0, 1808. 

I HAVE the honour to report that an official reconciliation has been effected by the 
Vali between two powerful Kurdish Chiefs, whose feud was very prejudicial to the settled 
population of the •lezireh district. ..... , f 

Mohammed Agn-i-Sar, the Red Aga, is a Chief of great local ■nth.cncc, and of 
relatively good reputation. His people are numerous, and inhabit the borders .»l the 
Jezireh Caza and the Bitlis Vilayet. He has refused proposals to have Ins men enrolled in 
the IInmidieh cavalry. , ... .. .. 

Mutafa Pasha, his rival, on the contrary, was .lad to purchase indulgence lor his 
numerous misdeeds by acquiring the status of a 1 Inmidieh Commander some years ago. 

The feud between the two \n long-standing. Mustafa Imd to puss through the Red 
Aga’s rountry on his way from his summer pastures in tin Bitlis ldlls to lus winter 
juarters on the Mesopotamian Plain. Last autumn passage was refused him, although 
accompanied by an officer with a Government force. . 

Forced to make a long detour, Mustafa retaliated by plumb ring several o( the Bed 
Aga’s villages. The affair reached norimi' proportions, and tin Vali obtained an 
order from Constantinople for the two Chiefs to come here and have their differences 

’"^""somc delay ww caused bv ilic Marshal, Zeki I’u-lia, omitting to eommunicate the 
order to Mustafa 1’iisbu, who, in his quality of eommissioned ollicor, can only take orders 
from Erzincliiun. , 

Last week, however, Mustafa arrived, and found (111 Kcd Aga here awaiting 

'"'"'They embraced in the Vali's presence, and a formal Treaty of Peace lias been signed, 
sealed, and delivered, and copies sent to Constantinople. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. T. WAUGH. 


No. H. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 2.) 

Mv Lordj^ Constantinople, April 27, 181)8. 

■ WITH reference to my dcsputeli No. 588 of the 2nd September, 18117, I have the 
honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received 
from Her Majesty's Consul at Damascus, re|>orting the return of the Vali Irom the 

Hauren. ... 

I have, Sce. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 41. 


Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 1C.) 

Sir, Damascus, April 15, 1898. 

WITH reference to my previous despatch No. 15 of the 8th instant, reporting the 
departure of the Vali for the Haumu, I have now the honour to inform your Excellency 
that Nazim Paslm has just returned from his expedition, which lias been very much shorter 
than was expected. 

It appears that he went as far south as Ajloun, which, however, lies on the western, 
or rather south-western, borders of the llnuran, whereas it was expected that his 
journey would rather hike the opposite or eastern direction, seeing that it is on that, 
the Jcbel Druse side, tlmt his presence was required. 

It is true that lie is reported to he intending to make another journey next week, 
when Salklmd, a somewhat important township to the south of the Jcbel Druse, will he his 
ultimate destination, but it appears to me somewhat improbable that ho should leave 
Damascus again so soon. 

I might mention in this connection that it is intended to remove the seat of 
(iovernment of the Mutessarif of the Hnurau from Sheikh Blind, where it now is, to 
Sheikh Mi skin, a village of some importance situated about three-fourths of the way flown 
the llaurau line. 

In view of the fact that most of the Government officials of that sandj.ik live at 
Sheikh Saad, it is proposed to make a short branch line connecting the two places, though 
whether this project is to he carried out by the Government or the llaurau Railway Company 
; H not quite clear. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. HIGH ARDS. 

P.S.—I have just seen Nazim Pasha, and he assures me t hat then* is not the slightest 
ground for the statements that arc constantly being made in certain quarters to the effect 
that tile llaurau is in a disturbed state. 

I lis Excellency also informed me that he had seen a numerous deputation of 
Druses at, Sheikh Sics kill, and had promised them to visit tlu: .lebel Druse shortly. 
Indeed, he added that lie would have done so on this occasion hail not business of impor¬ 
tance necessitated his return to Damascus, lie hopes, however, to he able to make a 
second expedition before long. 

W. S. R. 


No. |g. 

Sir P. Currie to the Mnrt/uess of Salisbury.—(Rerrired May 2.) 

(No. 262.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 28, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy ol a despatch which 
I Imve received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kliurput, reporting changes of officials 
in that vilayet. 

I have, St c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


inclosurc in No. P2. 

Vice* Consul Font anti to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 17.) 

Nir» ^ Khar put, April 11, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that kiiulid EUendi, a graduate of 
the Imperial Civil School at Constantinople, has been appointed Kaiumkam to thu 
Charsanjak Caza, of which Hassan Bey, ex-Mudir of Aghun, referred to in my despatches 
Nos. 27 of the 7th June and No. 43 of the 23nl September, 1897, has hitherto 
been Dcputy-Kuimnkani. 




an 

notWn eontinuod in his presonj^ffi^. action at. tl.c time of the 

Km'l.nS in the Vilayet of Sivas.I repine.,, at Kharpu, by llahri 

Prosecutor, an All,. 

No. f>4. Confidential, of tlie 16th December, 1807. ^ ^ ^ 

(Signed)' J ' L ' RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


No. A3. 

Sir p. Currie to the Marque# of Snli*liury.—(.Kecrired May 2-) 

(No. 263.) Conilautinople, April 2b, 1808. 

My rilAVF the honour lo forward, to vour Lordship herewith ropy of a despatch 
, •. J'A'r,‘!l' ftm Her Majesty's Couiwl a. Damascus, concerning the disagree 
meals between rival factions in flic Greek Orthodox coninmnUy nUhal city. 

(Signed) ' PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure m N<». 43. 

Consul Hi chart! s to Sir P. Currie. 

(N«, 18 -) Damascus, April 16, 1X08. 

S ' r ’ I have the honour lo inform vour Excellency that a disturbance took place 

is till- “ native” parlv ami those who are termed Greeks prom-r as to wlmt I 
the service should In 'intoned in Greek and what m Arabic, the > 

eonercation being able to understand the letter language only. Several blows were, 
uiven and received bv the partisans of the rival factions, and some persons scut todiau. 
been roughly handle,'l|; but the matter ended there, and 80 ol < thITtcn^ksn U> which 

On the Other hand those who are termed natives ipe.st that the new | “ 

hfelhuiei r which "is' 'quite ° md of''d,' ^question) from Cnnsbmtinoph 

^b^KylA^t- u, S i^ 

(Signed)”” w. S. RICHARDS. 
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No. U. 

Sir V. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May *2.) 

Mv > Lord > Constantinople, April 28, 1898. 

’ I HAVE the honour to forward lo your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which l have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Sivas, respecting the recent 
movements of the military forces in that vilayet. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 41. 

Captain Maunsell to Sir P. Currie. 

go- Sivas, April 10, 1898. 

,r ’ I HAVE the honour to report that one squadron of thcjQth Regiment - *! regular 
navalrv (strength 100 men) has been moved from Tokal *«» Shnbin Kara- Hussar, nui 
to lit- quartered. They passed through here en route on the 12th instant. 

I can trace no dofinite reason for this movement, except that it mas lx* Hu com 
mencomont of a concentration in t lie direction of Erzingliian. it 

Or else it may bo to assist in the formation and instruction of the now liamulut 
cavalry regiment being raised in the Kochkiri Caza, a short distance south of Karu- 

With reference to this latter regiment, I hear that the Government commenced 
about a week ago buying horses for these Kurds: who do not seem to have sulltcicu 
mount themselves. 

This is being done quite secretly up to tlie present. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) F. U. MAUNSKLL. 


No. 15. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May *2.) 

ll\°li)rd ^ Constantinople, April 28, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a telegram 
which I have received from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Bitlis, respecting the case of 
the Alai Bey of that place who is now oil trial for exciting insubordination. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


In closure in No. 4-V 
Vice-Consul Monahan to Sir P. Currie. 

(Telegraphic.) P. '«</■> April 26.1898. 

I HEAR that the Alai Bey of Bitlis is now awaiting his trial at Erzuronm, the 
Vali having accused him of exciting insubordination. It will be remembered that he was 
recalled to Constantinople at tlie instance ol the same ollieial three weeks since in 
eonse(|nonce of a disagreement respecting the non-payment of the salaries due to the 
gendarmerie. 


|109l| 
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No. 16. 

Sir /'. Currie I- ll>• iforquess of Sulisliury.—(Hcceiral May !>.) 

Coitsltnilirmplr, April 60, 1808. 

■ f 1IAV 15 till- honour to r.cwnril to vmir Lordship herewith copy of a ilosjimtcli 
which I’kivo iri-oivwl rvom Her Majesty’s Consul at Damascus, reporting the 
desertion from their regiments mid return to their homes in the llmirnn of Druse 

soldiers. , , „ 

I nave,«vc. 

(Signed) LMULIP CURRIE. 


In closure in No. 10. 

Consul Richards to Sir P. Currie. 

$"• ly ) Dumasem, April 1«, lSfl8. 

I tlAVl. the liotioui' to inform your Excellency that I hear, on wlint 1 believe to 
bo reliable. authority, that within the last fifteen months some 830 Druses who had 
been forced into military service twhnt is Known as “ *ujriye, * or opmpulsorv service) 
haw tlcsfrlnl ), some from Crete, others from Tripoli in Rarhary, and returned to their 
homes in the llaumu. , . . .. 

I, calculated that some 300 Druse soldiers have died during the same period, 
md that about 279 are still serving in tin* places above mentioned, making a total 
..f 1.100 men who have been forced to serve in the Ottoman ranks, the great majority 
of thorn being from the Jcbol Druse. 

I mi'dit mention in this eouneetinn that I hear Irom m traveller who has recently 
traversed"the llauran. and more espeeiallv the .li bel Druse, that he not mifrcqnonlly 
noticed signs of suppressed eNcitement and mental perturhation among the Druses 
through whose country lie passed, many or whom appeared to be anxiously expecting 
the arrival of some emissaries from without. 

I should add, however, that I am not disposed to attach any great importance to 
the statement, because my informant, though a Keen observer, has only a very 
rudimentary Knowledge of Arabic, and may easily have misunderstood what he 

,, “ nrd - ' I have. Ac. 

(Signed) W. S. 1UCIIAUDS. 


No. 47. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received May 9.) 

Mv l^ord ^ Constantinople , May 3, 181)8. 

* WITH reference to my telegram No. 90 of the 29th April, repeating a telegram 
received from Captain Elliot from Tahrcc/., 1 have the honour to report that 1 have 
heard through ller Majesty’s Minister at Tehran that the Persian troops which had 
been sent to Selinas have been withdrawn from tin; frontier. 

Sir Mortimer Durand has been informed by the Consul-General at Tahreez that it 
is improbable that the revolutionists will return; but he approves of a suggestion of 
Captain Elliot that a small military post should he established in each purely Armenian 
village where revolutionists are in the habit of assembling, ami In* will see what can he 
done to give effect to this suggestion. 

1 have, &c 

(8igned) PHILIP CUIUUE. 
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No. 48. 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—-(Received May 9.) 

(No. 270.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, May 6, 1898. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which 1 have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Kharput respecting the 
distribution of relief in that vilayet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 48. 

Vice-Consul Fontana to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 18.) 

Sir, Kharput , April 19, 1898. 

WITH reference to my telegram of tho7th and your Excellency’s telegram of the 
1 Ith January last, regarding tin* distribution of relief to distressed Armenians, I now 
havi* the honour to report that, in obedience to your Excellency's instructions, ! 
lost no time in forming a local Relief Commission and in setting them to work. 

The Commission was composed »f throe Armenians—the Municipal Doctor, who 
i ; \ Protestant, the Catholic Deputy Murakhass, am! r Gregorian named Mugherditeh 
I’llemli —all three persons of good character and ability, 'ftiev elected two experienced 
men a Protestant and a Gregorian—to make the tour together of <lie sixty-four 
villages in this district, and there write lists: (1) of the indigent and friendless widows 
and orphans; (2) of families or unemployed individuals absolutely needing immediate 
aid. 

The two emissaries seem to have performed their task extremely well, ami thanks 
r<. the good-will and harmony existing among 1 ho mcmbers/if tho Commission, the sum 
"f 399/. assigned for the relief of the entire district referred lo has lw*en distributed 
with complete impartiality, has boon made the most of, and has passed into the hands 
only of the most friendless and notably indigent among the peasantry. 

General approval 1ms been expressed at the manner in which the Commission 
have done their work, and the Vnli lias also signified to me his appreciation 
thereof. 

There remained, after relief had boon distributed to the sixty-four villages and 
after deducting the wage, horse-hire, and personal expenses of the two emissaries, a 
balance of 1,890 piastres for the relief of the very numerous poor at Mozreh. 

In the prison here, where over 209 Turks and Christians are at present con lined, 
thirty-one men were found to he in the greatest need, and the Commission decided to 
assign 300 piastres for their relief, which sum was accordingly distributed among 
them. The lialanee in hand thus fell to 1,390 piastres. 

Lists wore then written by the Murakhass of the poorest Armenians at Mczreh, 
reaching a total of no less than 500 persons, owing to the presence of numerous 
refugees from distant towns and villages who flocked hither during the winter in the 
hope of finding shelter and a little food, with subsequent employment in the spring. 
The lists in question were, however, upon the initiative of the Commission, reduced to 
300 persuns. 

The sum of 1,390 piastres not sufficing for the relief of so many, 1 suggested to 
the Armenian Notables at Mczreh, of whom by no means a few are in a position to 
give without inconvenience, that they should raise among themselves a subscription to 
the amount of £ T. 15 or £ T. 20, w hich, together with the money remaining in the 
Commission’s bands, would suffice for the relief of their own 300 poor at the rate of 
about 10 piastres a-hcad, meaning, in the ease of widows with sovoral children, 
10 or 59 piastres to each family, and so sufficient for their immediate needs. 
The Notables were imwilling, however, to entertain my suggestion. I therefore 
called upon the Vali, explained tin* matter to him,and asked for his assistance. 1 said 
that I had endeavoured to start a collection by contributing myself, invited him to join 
me in contributing and to use his influence among the Notables with a view to their 
raising the sum so urgently needed by their own poor. 

Raouf Bey at once consented, gave a liberal contribution, and called up the 
principal Notables and advised them to follow his example. This they did—although 
by no means liberally—and within a few days 1,700 piastres were collected, including 
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<lon:itions from the Muuvin and J)efter-Dar. That sum, together with tin 1 balance 
referred to, will now suffice for tin; object in view. 

My sincere thanks are due to the Vali for liis liberality and (or tin salutary 
influence he exercised among the Armenian Notables in this mutter. Without his 
moral assistance there would have remained little hope of providing for the*’100destitute 
inscribed in the Murakhass' list. 

I also have tin- honour to re|x»rt that although nearly three months have passed 
sinee the distribution—now terminated—commenced, I have not, so far, beam of a 
siuglo instance of relief money having been taken for taxes. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) HAIM IA ML A. FONTANA. 


No. Kl. 

Sir l‘. Currie tn thr Munjuiss of Salisbury.—(Received May 10.) 


(No. 270.) 

My Lord, 

I IIAVK the honour to forward to yoi 
which l have received from Her Majesty 
precautions taken b\ the local authoritie: 
during the Kaster festivals. 


(Jnuslnnlinople, Mitt) 0, 1S9K. 
ji* Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
■’s ('onsul at Jerusalem reporting the 
s to prevent any possible disturbances 

I have, Ac. 


(Signed) AM11 LIP CUIUUK. 


IncloKiire in No. 19. 

Consul Dickson to Sir I \ Currie. 

(No. 15.) 

Sir, Jerusalem, April 22, 1S98. 

I IIAVK the honour to report to your Excellency that the various religious 
ceremonies in connection with the celebration of Kaster by the different sects in this 
city passed off this year without any nmisual incident, and that the public- tran¬ 
quillity was not disturbed. 

As not only the Kaster festivals of the (ircek and Latin Churches, Iml also the 
Jewish Passover and the Mahoiumedaii religious ceremony of the “ Ncbi Mousa M 
(the pilgrimage to tin- Tomb of Moses) all occurred within a lew days of each other, 
fears were entertained that some of the sects concerned might, during the per¬ 
formance of these ceremonies, come into collision with one another and thus bring 
about a disturbance. Kvery precaution was accordingly taken by the local autho¬ 
rities. As many troops as possible were summoned from .lalfa, Gaza, and other 
parts of the Mutcssariflik, to Jerusalem ; a squadron of cavalry arrived from Nubbins, 
and mo men of the “Nizam” or regular troops were sent from lleirout in the 
“ stnlionnairc” “ Ismail,'' and disembarked at Jaffa on the ‘Jth instant, reaching 
Jerusalem the same afternoon. Notwithstanding, however, the large concourse of 
pilgrims and tourists who had assembled in Jerusalem this year during the t wo 
holy weeks of the Latin and (Ireek Churches, no untoward incident took place, and 
order and tranquillity were maintained. Some fears were entertained that especially 
during the celebration of the religions service in connection with the “holy fire” on 
the lfitli instant an affray might occur in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, which 
was expected to be unusually crowded this year, but tin? ceremony passed oil' quite 
quietly. 

'I he number of llussiau pilgrims who visited Jerusalem this year has been very 
large, and during the (ircek holy week there were considerably over 4,000 residing 
in this city. Thu Russian Palestine Society was unable to provide them all with 
lodgings and extra shells, capable of holding about 1,000 pilgrims, were hastily built 
in the grounds of the Society for their accommodation. At one time there was a 
rumour current that two Russian transports with troops on their way to the Far 
Kast would stop at Jaffa, so as to enable the men to visit Jerusalem during the 
Kaster festival, but «m my making inquiries of my Russian colleague as to the truth 
of this report In* informed me that, although he knew that such a report wus in 
circulation, he had received no otiicial confirmation of it, and the result proved that 
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there was no foundation for it. The spread of the rumour, however, caused some 
sensation in this city. 

The pilgrims and visitors arc now gradually dispersing, and the troops are 
heinc sent back to various stations, whence they hud been summoned to Jerusalem. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) JOHN DICKSON. 


No. 50. 

Sir I*. Currie lo I he Manpiess of Salisbury .—( Deceived May 10.) 

(No. 281.) 

Mv Lord, Conslanlino/ilc, May 10, 189*. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 214 of the 19th ultimo, I have ih honour to 
forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from Ib r 
Majesty’s Vice-Consul at liitlis, containing further details respecting the murder of the 
Chief of Police in that town. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CPU It IK. 


Inelosurc in No. 50. 

Vice-Consul Monahan to Sir I*. Currie. 

(No. I ) 

for, Wilis, April 10,1808. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. fl of dm 25th ultimo an i to my telegram 
No. 29. I have the honour to report that the Vali now says he thinks there were 
prohablv no Armenian revolutionists concerned in the murder of llilmi Rev. He says 
that 1 lie guilt of the Armenian Commissary of Police, Thomas Kffendi, is clear, that at 
the bottom of (lie* affair there mas have been some Mussulmans, including his own and 
llilmi Rev’s puma::d enemy llajji Nejm-ed-Din, and that tin cartridgewhich were 
found and the story abom revolutionists may have been a device to mislead the 
authorities. 

Ivazar, the Armenian youth who lived in the brothel, and who disappeared after 
Ihi murder, was caught three weeks ago. and continual secret examination of him and 
of the four women has been carried on by the Vali. There are fifteen other persons, 
all \nneniaiis, in prison in connection with the affair, making a total of twenty ; but 
none of the fifteen seem to have given information of much importance. Some other 
persons, who are not in prison, have been examined, but with one exception have 
thrown little or no light on tin affair. That exception is Minn, an Armenian youth, 
who, us the Vali Ji lls me, stated that he was sent by Thomas KHeudi on that night to 
find llilmi Rev and send him to the brothel, and that the latter sent him there to fetch 
Ivazar (see my despatch No. 8). 

Kn/ar stated that he lied with the sewn revolutionists on the plight of the murder, 
that lie afterwards left them near Ritlis where the} had been hiding in a cavern, and 
that he then came back to the town where he was caught. The Vali says he doubts 
the truthfulness of these statements of Kazar. 

According to the Vali, the women have changed their story, and now stale that the 
seven revolutionists ui re introduced into the brothel by Thomas Kffendi and were and 
hud for three days been in it when llilmi Rev entered*it on the night of the murder. 
Statement of tile women and of Kaznr. u> reported to me by the Vali, clearly show 
that Thomas Klfeudi conspired with the resolulioaU md enticed llilmi Rev into the 
house bv the promise that he would find there a certain woman, and was present at, if 
lie did not lake an active part in, the murder in the adjacent field into which llilmi 
Rev lied from his assailants. 

The apparent seriousness of the case again-t Tlioime- Kffendi hits increased in a 
remarkable manner since my first eon versa! ion with the Vali, liis statement of evidence 
against Thomas Kffendi was short and vague on that occasion, but it has since become 
more and more definite. 

Thomas Kffendi was the protege and constant companion of llilmi Roy, and it is 
not easy to imagine an adequate motive for liis supposed plot lo murder him. 
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It is .slid dial til*- \ n]| lia- . mbiltcrod against Thomas Kffcndl by the other 
Armenian Commissary, tie < .tin ' « Murad, an intriguing onemv of Thomas. The 
Vali, in regard not onlyi- ihi- mu*. . but i«> other matter- also, talks as thoilgji he 
were haunted bv an idea of ill .*vr ...:ti\ wickedness of Ilujji Nejm-ed-Din. Ot die 
connection of the hitter with the muni*-. 'here >iems m be no evidence of any weight ; 
thong!; the story that the revolutionist lived for three days in the brothel certainly 
seems iniprolmble, and the -m»j»'''-ti>-n is not in it.-fit improbable tl a: the rilh cartridges 
mav fiavt* ! i.'i-n let! lt\ snmt out* nt ti’ till/ (Il'Mil hotly on |Hlr[KXti\ 

’ Tin siflVr rcii::ifns wrtijiji ' - - . lltl intri^nc, mid it «'t>iil(l pi-i-loij'- -.vi ll 

il,;,i ill lie trinI 1 . 1 ’Tilt• . t- , wliir't o iy -kmi mm.f «n, and which -' tons 

likeh to i i -toll in liW cimilrmiiiit o' in !i-.till. ttlitniM l o i nreittlly watched. 

! lmvc. .Vf. 

(Signed) .1. II, MONAHAN. 


No. '.I. 

8,7 !’. f.irrir to Uf A/«rytimw «/ s« lisljuni .—-(/fc. riVr/' Mini 145.) 


(No. 2*2.) 

My Uni. (MnmimfU, .'Aty 1". 1WW. 

1 II AVK the lioiitini to tiansmit to ytiut l.mtlsliip herewith copy ol it dcspatcli 
uhielt I liuvo received IVom Her Majesty’s Viee-Consnl at Sivas, reportin': the 
aliduetioo of Armenian girls in that vilayet. 

On III, icccipt of Captain Maonsell's telegram, mentioned in the first paragraph 
ol litis despatch. I addressed a prtw., moriil lo the Sublime l’ortc on the subject, anil 
I have non inslracleil Mr. Hloek lo insist that a proper investigation ol these eases 
should he made. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) HI 1L11* OUIUUE. 


Inch •Mire in No. 51. 


Captain Mnunscll to Sir I*. Cttrri''. 

So. M.) 

j^jj. Sivuif t April 27, 181)8. 

| il.WK the honour to report as follows regarding I ho abduction of Armenian 
gjrls in this vilayet, regarding which I have already informed your Excellency by 
telegraph. ... , , , 

The case of the first girl, wile ol Artm Karakc/ian, has already been referred to 
in my despatch No. 211 of the 1 1th February last. 

The re-trial of the men who abducted her from Yarliissar, but who were 
acquitted by the Court of the First Instance has been commenced in the Court of 

'Vlic original trial lias lu-eu (plashed; all the evidence given in the Knimakams 
original report has been sent for ; the trial is now adjourned, but there is little 
lion- with the present Vali at the head of affairs, of having them punished. 

;,, lu husband, Artin Karake/.ian, now called Ali, who only accepted Islam ism 
because he thought his wife would be restored to him, was sent to a tekkc ” to be 
instructed in the Mahommedan religion. 

lie eseuiicd from there, and stayed in the house of an Armenian in the town ; 
from there lie went to the (Jovernmcnt House and saw the Vali, who urged him 
stronglv tc renounce his wife. 

The Vali shortly after took him into his own house, where he still remains, 
practically a prisoner. 

To-day he got out, under pretence ol going to the market, and came to the 
Consulate. 

Kverv elfort is being made to get him to renounce his wile, and lie has been 
offered a post as “ehaoush’’ on the public road works in the neighbourhood of 
\ Miasia. solely in order to get him away from this town. 

His wife is kept closelv shut up in the house of Nourri Bey, a Notable of Sivas 
and • me: ber of the Court of Appeal, who will try her case. 


I have managed to communicate with her, and she states, when free from 
restraint, that she wishes to return to her husband and the Christian religion. 

In February last, at a village called Chepni, in the Cnza of Charkishla, two 
\rmenian girls were forcibly abducted and converted. 

One, named Eran, the mother of two children, and wife of an Armenian 
named Humnarsun. was for some time shut up in the village Imam’s house, but 
was eventually brought to Sivas, and shut up in the house of Ibrahim KIVendi 
Ohckem Zade. an extrcmelv fanatical Notable of this town. 

The second girl from Chopni, named Kuvor. also married, was carried off to 
the house of Kara Osman Oglllii. a rich Mahommedan of the village, where she 
still remains. 

The news of these abductions only reached Sivas a month later, owing to 
the severe weather; tin- Kaimakam. however, sent a Police Commissioner, who 
arrested seven Turks, and imprisoned them at Olmrkishla. 

The Vali, on the news arriving here, sent a special police olliccr to investigate 
and take evidence. 

On his return, tin- evidence in the ease of the girl Fran was sent over for me to 
read. 

There were several witnesses to the thduetion, but as in many points the 
evidence was unsatisfactory, and the girl had not 'w-en allowed to see a priest, I 
ret|nested that further inquiries be made. 

As regards the ease of the second girl, kuvrr, no evidence at all was appa¬ 
rently taken. 

She remains shut up in the house ol Kara Osman, who settled tin* matter by 
bribing the police oil-rials and others who should have seen the case was properly 
investigated. 

A second Commission of Inquiry, consisting of one Turkish and one Armenian 
Commissioner was now sent down,* but they returned, having annulled all the 
former evidence, and stated that the girl’s evidence was entirely Voluntary. 

I hear subsequently from the villagers this was owing to tin- action of the 
Armenian Commissioner, who induced his compatriots who were witnesses to the 
abduction to change their evidence bv telling them that the country was likely 
soon to lie much disturbed, as the reserves were soon to be called, and they might 
subsequently sillier greatly. 

The seven prisoners who were at Charkishla have have now been released. 

On the Gth April news arrived that another girl, named Marie, Imd been 
abducted in the village of Borandcrc by Ivlmnkori. son of Mchemet Bey, a Circas¬ 
sian Notable of the village. 

'1’lie Vali did not make any further inquiries into this ease, as he informed 
me the girl bad voluntarily become Moslem, and that Khnnkori had married her. 

I limy mention that this latter is a well-known bad character, having only 
recently completed a sentence of three years’ imprisonment. 

On the 7th April 1 telegraphed to your Excellency on the subject, and since then 

! l have continued my representations to the Vali. 

On the 22nd instant lie sent to me saving lie was sure I had mistaken infor¬ 
mation this subject, and that the girls in the houses of Nourri Bey and Ibrahim 
Kflcndi were not really forced converts and virtually prisoners, as I had so 
frequently insisted, but that they were perfectly lre<? to go where thev liked. 

To prove this, I could name any person I wished to go to Ibrahim Effendi’s 
house and interrogate the girl. 

Hoping to gain some further information regarding the girl, usually so securely 
guarded, I consented, and an American missionary ladv, of Mvcnty-tive years* expe¬ 
rience in the country, kindly undertook the task. 

She was admitted, with another woman from Chepni. to identiiv, into a private 
mom. and interviewed the girl without any Moslems being present. ’ 

\t first the girl protested that she was a Mahommedan, hut it was obvious that 
sin* was completely terrorized. 

Alter being promised protection if she left this house and came to the 
missionary building, she willingly consented to come, hoping again to set; her 
husband and children and to return to the Christian religion. 

\e.\t day 1 went to the Vali, and told him the -_;irl was quite willing to go to 
the- missionaries' house, and as lie had repeatedly said she was free to go where 
she liked, he would doubtics direct her being sent over there as soon as possible. 
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No. 52. 

Sir I \ Currie In the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received May 10.) 

(No. 287.) 

M\ I/ml Constantinople, May 12, 1898. 

I IIAYK the honour to forward to vonr Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from 11<?r Majesty‘s Vice-Consul at Billis respecting brigandage 
and lawlessness in that vilayet. 

1 have &e. 

(Signed) I’ll I LI I* Cl? Rill K. 


Inelosure in No. 52. 

Vice-Consul Monahan In Sir /*. Carrie. 

(No. 5.) 

Sir. Ritlis, April 22, 1*1)8. 

I IIAYK the honour to report that, with the melting of the snow, brigandage in 
the vilavet has, as was expected, recommenced during tin- last tour or live weeks, 
hut has not yet this year attained very alarming proportions. 

Four weeks ago brigands, said to lie .Modeki Kurds, plundered a caravan on 
the Sairl road, taking 250 lira- worth <if silk. The \ ali tells me the silk ha* been 
all recovered and the brigands apprehended, hut I have some reason t«» doubt the 
aecuraev ol' his statements. 

On the night ol the i'lth instant, Ihirleen .Modeki Kurds came to larkork. a 
small Armenian village 5 miles from llitlis, and wounded n villager, but, having got 
six inedjidies, departed. Markork had this year receive d 9 or I liras of reliel money, 
(iendarmes were sent, to the village on tin? 7th, but left it m the 8th, having seen no 
Kurds, and having, according to Markork A ruin' ians, done nothing but consume 
some ol the villagers' food and forage. 

< >n the night ol the Ml: t!ie sauu- thirteen, with three more Modeki Kurds, came 
again to Markork and demanded 5 liras more, and carried oil ten villagers to the 
mountain till the money showl*’ be paid. The captives, however, were let go on the 
10th. 9 incdjidics having with much dilliculty be.-u raised and paid over. 

On tIn- night of the Htli the same Modeki Kurd tarried fill* some movables 
from an Armenian village llumbulehur, near Markork. 

The Modekilis have sent a message to Parkhaut, a large Armenian village 
within *°» miles of liitlis, which has received relief lately, demanding 5 liras ; but 
nothing has come of it yet. 

On the 201h instant Modekilis car. •• to the Kurdish village Surein, near Markork, 
but seem to have me' with resistance from the villagers and to have gone oil* without 
any plunder on the appearanc< of some cavalry from llitlis. 

With regard to Markork, the Vali tells inc that he suspects the whole story to 
In- a fabrication, that his own personal enemy, llajji Nejm-ed-l)tli (see my despatch 
No. I of tie 1 Otl) instant), is in sonic mysterious way in league with the Modekilis 
and the Christian villagers, and that the gendarmes sent to Markork found that 
nothing had happened, were told as much by the villagers themselves, ami were 
asked by them to go back to Ititlis. Kurdish Modeki, being now an independent 
lawless mountain district of about .*1,000 inhabitants whom the Turkish authorities 
seem to intend to let alone, I have thought it useless to pursue in conversation with 
the \ ali the subject of their depredations, which so far this year have hern, com¬ 
paratively speaking, not very serious. 

Thinking that it may be’of some interest, I send herewith a translation from the 
Kurdish of a song which is now sung on the Modeki mountain,* commemorating the 
encounter of last summer, in which the Alai Uc\ (Chief of gendarmerie) and four 
olliecrs and three sergeants of gendarmerie were killed. 

From an informant who has excellent opportunities of knowing the facts,and is, 
so far as I can judge, thoroughly trustworthy, I learn that Iti/.ukh Aglia (see my 
despatch No. til of the 2-1 III November, 1890, and No. 1 of llie Gill February, 1897, 
ami Mr. Crow’s despatch No. 27 of the 10th Octolwr, 1897). the notorious Hamidie 
Major in Malasgird Ciuut, within the last four weeks killed in his own village, Casini, 

• Not printed. 

[10!) t] N 








two Armenians,.me <>l' them for refusing to give, linn Ins sons wife for the Urs. m„lit 
.,r tcr marriiin-o, :in<l the other for some unknown reason. 

l inm' jimvevcr, hear,I ol practically no |.lnn,lering tins year by Kurds except 

'■> l 'n,r vl^^himgl, he endeavours explain away or minimise specific instances 
»< Kurdidi is. in his 

of imiTir h! chief T<unr,sl, families of Hulls, the Shcref Khan. 

• Ih'.nie rlv rilled here, lie ha- h.si much of his fietune and o» Jus influence , VOI 
ti e Kurds, lull is generally considered to be the .mly honesl prjMmncni K.ml in h|» 

; .. ’ ...... "... t( , ,Vv -tnd jrovrrn Modeki last September (see All. J «*m s 

I’lecr III. No (W „f the (ill. Seplember, 1S97), but re.urned t wo niontlis later, having 
. " ,i.i ,|, | ii'iw a member ol the Administrate'* • o uu il ol 

fl'ie* vilave, "* Ills ennlinnal iheme i- the blessing that it v.o.dd he he- I he to 

<-• • £ l? ., “'KiiiiT-Whi.. m 

i;,v* lie teiieh Nn nl 'he ha'h idtinto,, he refused to leave ,his Christian 

which followed the murder ol the % hid ol Pohcc. . allowed to leave 

Indeed, considering that the Armenian ulla^us . .■ 

'’‘’"Tiie'v^fs'^h^lif ivli, "great ... of poor l>™ P lv by giving them 

w„r' o mads an ese.Sl pi.. !m can tin.. l» carry it on*. ,s v.-ry 

, ■, , sheen fix t>ul I do not hear much ol oppiussiu. tax 

ZwZ. lie mnmu'dlv Hls'in' le' is ,Invar,e,I in all his .forts for good govern- 
| u '~the inlreaiing mlbiential Miissnlmnn rascals u. this l.mn and Ins COin- 
’ ,,,,r ick! l*.-h , and the I la mi lids am well Know.your Kxc41e,ic>. 

surprising. j ll[VVCj &e. 

(Signed) *1. U< MONAHAN. 

PS-Since writing the above I learn Iron, a trustworthy info,•ina.it win. has 
ins. arrived from Umilanik (Mush Samljah, that two serious eases of cattle hltu.g 
tv I lamidicH have just occurred in that Ca/.a. j ^ ^ 


No. 53. 

Sir ]>. Currie to I hr Mnryitess of Salisbury.—{liecchctl U«U 1^0 

(No. -88.) Constantinople, Moy 12, 181)8. 

I HAVE tin* honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy ol .i dispatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Klmrpul respecting the 
condition of tlic Armenians at Aivos. 

I have, &0. 

(Signed) I’ll ILIP CUlMllE. 


luelosure in No. 03. 

Virr-Contul Foulnnti to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 10.) Khnrput, April 26, 1808. 

*"'• l II WE the honour to submit to your Excellency the: following information 

wilh re'-ard m the conditio,, of .he ChriA,.I Aims a ulhige situated upon the 

bank ofllie Euphrates at ti distance ol about ten hours Irani Khaipnl. 
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Aivos comprises some 200 houses, viz., 00 Armenian, (JO Syrian, and 
5n Turkish. It is one of the principal t>f the eighteen villages comprising 
the Aim Tahir Nairn*, into which the Alosldu Nahi<5, containing twenty villages, 
has now been merged under the Mudir Kumcr Klfendi, who resides at llaidusha 
—nearly four hours from Aivos. The greater part of the arable land, vine¬ 
yards, and woodlands around Aivos belong to the Armenians, who, however, 
seem at present unable to profit thereby in consequence of the enmity »>l 
the local Tu# who molest non-Moslems discovered working in the liclils; cut 
down and carry oil the trees and despoil (lie orchards ol the Christians; throw 
stones at, and insult the Christian women water-carriers, and do their best, in short, 
to terrorize the Armenians and force them to abandon the village and allow their 
land to lapse into Moslem possession. 

The Kurds of the surrounding villages do not, it appears, molest the Armenians 
of Aivos, whose complaints are confined to the behaviour ol their Turkish fellow- 
villagers incited to aggression by three or four of the local Agas, of whom the more 
noteworthy arc Heklash Aga, Miido Mustafa Oglou llarosh, ami the sons of Anmsh 
Oglou .Meliniet. The Mudir, Kumcr Kifcndi, is very satisfactory, but the lael ol 
his not residing at Aivos militates against his exercising much authority over (hr 
unruly characters then. A short, time ago the Armenian village church was fired 
in the night, and a pari of it was burned down. Six Turks were afterwards 
arrested bv the Mudir and shut up in his house at llaidusha, but since then tilt? 
Armenians have been treated, it seems, even worse than before; and yesteiday 
some forty or fifty of them lied, in fear, from Aivos to Alezreh. Certain of tin; 
fugitives called upon me, informed me of the state of allairs in their village, and 
begged for my assistance, saying that life there was, under ihe present circumstances, 
unbearable. 

I lost no time in laying before* the Vali the facts reported in this despatch, and 
urged him to take immediate action in the matter. Raoul I fey wrote down the 
names hereahow; specified of the leading A gas who, I pointed out to him, were 
mainly responsible for the lawlessness of the Aivos 'Turks; he promised to summon 
those men to Mezreli and to hold them answerable for the tranquillity ol Vivos, 
and to instruct the Mudir to visit that village more frequently and attend to the 
villagers’ complaints. In reply to my suggestion that the Mudir should be 
instructed to take up his residence permanently at Aivos, the Vali staled that the 
“inerkez” or centre of the naliie was elsewhere—which is very true -ami that 
Kumcr KIVendi could not be called upon to reside in any but the central village. 

I regret that I was unable to suggest any more cUcetua) measure for insuring 
the tranquillity ami mui-molcstulinii of the Aivos Armenians. Should their 
condition fail to improve I promise again reporting to your Excellency in the hope 
that the Vali may be instructed, through the Porte, to remove from among them 
one or two of the most obnoxious Agas as a salutary warning to the remainder. 
Ilotii personal observation and hearsay combine to convince me that the condition 
of the Armenians in villages ol mixed inhabitants dc|>cnds very largely upon the 
character of the leading Agas residing therein, whose authority over the peasantry 
of their own creed may lie termed patriarchal, ami so almost paramount whether 
for evil or for good. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL A. FONTANA. 


Sir P. Currie to the Munjuess of Stili*huiy .— (/Jtririm/ May 10.) 


(No. HM.) 

(Telegraphic.) I*. Constantinople, May 10, 181)8, 1 ’5 i*.m. 

i HAN K continued hi make representations about the Armenian girl Annik* 
whom; ease formed the subject of my dispatch No. 70 ol the 7tli l ehruary last, ami I 
have just lieon informed, through the Sultan’s I’itM Secretary, flint she has been 
pardoned by His Majesty. 


IS 


No. .15. 

Sir P. Carrie to the Marquea of Salisbury.— (Received May 23.) 

ju\°i Constantinople. May 17, 1898. 

' r.lAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul nt Siva*, respecting the murder of some 
Armenian traders near that place. ^ ^ ^ 

(Signed) " PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosurc in No. 55. 


Captain Muunscll to Sir P. Cnrrir. 

(No. .$5.) Sicas, Mnij 8,1898. 

S "' 1 HAVE the honour to report that during the past week there have been four 

Armenians murdered in this province. villmres and disnosc 

ll is the season now for Armenian pedlars logo round the various ullages anu dispose 

° f "tnle'uiw of Maksudhi, close to Charkishhi, the chief plac of the fV/.a, two 
men were murdered in the daytime, quite a short distance from the village, wInch is a 
Mu.tom one mid where tliev had liecn doing some business. . 

(h^ e aid Mau an Arinenian was found dead by the roadside near Knchlnssar, a 
„i ,1 lit nee north'of fiiva«. An Armenian doctor here was under the unpressitm 'bat 
t i'J “mlgM, hut on a Moslem doctor saying he died a natural death he was 

was killed also close to Kochi,issue. Of this ease 

' by these murders, and are afrahl to 

Strong action to restore confidence, lie 
t , I wclc isolated acts of brigandage, which it i- impossible entirely to prevent, 

■0. ; this 1.II1V possible lie the east, hut I told him I did not think so. lie promised to act 
s, roiiglv, ail'd do all that is neCTSsary, ’out I have no great confidence in lm promises, il . 

■ict.' iu^is. usualI> wea > imprisoncif fur the murders of .Maksudhi, hut the Vnh feigned 

. : ignomnec of the ieeond murder near Koebhiss.tr, although a doctor was sent 

thither from Sivns. lit promised to 'commence inquiries nt^once,^ 

(Signed) F. H. MAUNSKLL. 


No. .1(1. 

Sir P. Carrie to the Maniacs!, of Salisbury.—(Received May 23.) 


(NO..S0U.) O»i»fniifmo;,/e, May 18,1898. 

' ■ yv ri’ll reference to mv despatch No. 2«t; of the 28th ultimo, I liave the honour to 
forward to vo'urlflrdal,ip herewith copy of a despatch which have rccoiml from Her 
Mail -I, V ice-Consul at ISitlis, reporting the removal of the A in Uev ot Bulls, ™s 
n disamoemeiit between him and tin Vnli on the subject of the imn-paymcU ol the 
arrears of salary due to the gendarmerie. , )mve &c 

(Signed) ’ PHILIP CUltlUE. 


U» 

Inclosurc in No. 50. 

Vice-Consul Monahan to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 6.) 

•Sir, Bitlis, April 27,1898. 

WITH reference to mv telegram No. 34, I have the honour to report that the Chief 
of the Bitlis gendarmerie (Alai Bey), having qunrcllcd with the Vali about the unusually 
large arrears of pay due to his men, was, three weeks ago, at the instance of the Vali, 
who told me that lie had been insolent, removed or suspended from his post, and recalled 
to Constantinople. I hear, however, that an order was received stopping him at Erzeroum, 
and that his case is to be investigated there. 

1 bear that from thirty to forty months’ pay is due to tliegendarrnes of Bitlis Sandjak, 
and that the Christian gendarmes in Mush Sandjak wish to resign, having received pay lor 
only a month or two since they were enrolled. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. H. MONAHAN. 


No. 57 

Sir P. Cnrrir to the Mari/ucs* of Sulistwrp. (Herdml Mai/ 23.) 

(No. 290.) 

Sly l-ord. Constantinople, Map 18, 1898. 

1 HAVE lhi’ honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul-General t'. Bcirout, containing a Memorandum 
by Mr. Crow, Vice-Consul at that place, on the subject of the journey recently made by 
him thither from Bitlis. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Indosurc 1 in No. 57. 

Consul-General Drummond-1 lm/ to Sir P. ( 'nrrir. 

(No. 30.) 

8ir, lleirout, Map 5, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, inclosed to your Excellency, a Memorandum 
which has been handed to me by Mr (row, containing observations on ids recent journey 
from Bitlis to Beirout. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) K. DRUMMOND-IIA Y. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 57. 

Memorandum hy Vice-Consul Crow rcspeclimj his Joannp from liitlis to lleirout. 

THE distance overland from Bitlis to'Bciroui is about 1,020 kiiom., or (>!H) miles. 
The road traverses the Vilayets of Bitlis, Diarhekir, Aleppo, and part ol tin- Damascus 
Vilayet, and, joining the Orontes Valley at llama, piocceds through the Bckau and across 
the l.cbanon to the sea. 

Bitlis Valley.—\ left Bitlis on the‘JUth l ei y. Hit -now, though deep on llu 
inomitaius, was not sufficiently heavy to ii. pedi piogu-- by the mad. The Bitlis Valley 
road is in course of construction. It win. comtm net hv Tahiti Pasha, former (lovein i 
of Bitlis, some years ago, and has an average bread: : : feet, hut - only metalled to n 
distance of l or 5 miles out of the town. Tli -tiMivgicuI im, u ome r>t the Bitlis Valley 
position is well known. It forms the only military approach through the Eastern Taurus 
to Mesopotamia, and is supposed to have been the route taken hv the Creeks under Xenophon 
in their retreat to the north. 

'llu road is projected, and has been surveyed us far u» Diarhekir, hut financial 
embarrassment has so far been a hairier to it^ completion. In its present conditio:. 

11091] O 










it j« not of mooli .use for modern military operations, and in winter is often blocked with 

>n " W ’DoWmn, IS mile .-.—'Tile nnmetnllod road extends imperfectly to. I>pkli;m, about 
IB miles south of milts. A few miles bare been made near Zmrct, and it t*ffl* “ 

auain from l'nrkin to Dinrhckir, but for the greater portion of the distance, l.iO milts, is 
,n, a track, fairly to ri in dry weather, but frcipiently impassable m winter, onim. to 

-IV ’‘present Vali of Bitlis, Eumer Bev, made considcmble• progress last yew In 
cuttm • in .mustmeting bridm-. mil the work was continued till November. But tilt 
most diin nil purls of the road 'ill remfin mitouclied, andlor several mtlcs iiear ltaklian, 
a, iheionriion wlteu ibe Sairt old Ziare- roads bifurcate, it is still m.pl.ss.ibK-, fo. military 
purposes, lor anything except tbc lighte-t mule batteries. . . , t i i • i 

IV Biths Valiev. from the entrance to it on the north from the K.il w.n, tin. 1» *h 
l.ihle-l»ml leadinu .lie Mush Blain lo Ibe Van Lake to Dokhall, 

-to mil,.,, i, one of I lie most pietmvxpi spots I I,live seen in I-.asleru Aimtolm Iron 
Erai-nmm to Aleppo. The narrow -orge is lieini.iei! in on both sides with lolly nmniitam 
,mines, i heir sen-nled peaks towering one aiiovc I lie other, covered with snow m win - , 
rufii- other times of the vein green with dwarf oak, lir, and evergreen. 

\t Dokhan the 10 .d crosses the Bitlis Bn, winch. is one of the higher affluents »f the 
Tigris, In its western bunk, mill, leaving tile valley proper, passes through mole open 
eoliiitrv skirtiie- tin- Mo.leki Mountains east of Siisun. 

The uinter has made great havoc in the toad-work ol ln-t year, and m i i.mv |dnei 
we -V, 1. ohliged to deviate, where the emlmnkmeiit had given way or where the acouiiHi- 
.. OW tendered the onlinarv trai l, impn-salde. The valley has become notoriously 

,i„ee the Modeki -lislurl.anees of Iasi year, which - ulminatcd in the death ot 
niiiet- en I iovcrnii.ciit otlieials and the destruction of the Govermnatit olhces ol the 

rill hesitation of the Central (iovemment to bring mdilnry pressure to hear on 
the Mod-knnlis, through fear of causing un outbreak among the Kurds ol that uml the 
cotenuiuou- district . !,»« aggmvm-.l the inseimrity by leaving the ..Holders in.ipnmslicd. 

V Doklimi, w here 1 saw brigoiiils pliimleriiig a Kviriltsli carat- m mi Hie high mud m 
Nove -her. when mv /aplieli tired ten shots at one ot the desparadoes in lla 'alley 
with u: hitting till . we crossed the stream by a good stone bridge, and climbed the 
western slope to the Ziuret road. 

The high mountains of Sasun in the background aa- rapped with snow, and 
the liver winds through the lower ranges near the road. Villages are dotted here 
ml liter. rock' .-iiihiei.ei-s pmir.idi.i-- over the water. There is much pasture and 
, oitiwi-.iim. and several line Ai-itli bridges, now crumbling into decay, emss the low.r 
r. ela-s of the Billis Su. Th- iHipuiution, which is scanty, is entirely Kurdish. 

Zoo-el. 'J'< tiiilr *.— Al Ziuret. about id miles from Dukhan, I was entertained by Munich 
S-'-vkl Mutinied at tlieTeliieii-waiss.el-Kir.-iiii.il follower of Miihoinmcd, who flourished 
about the time ot the Hejira, i- buried here, and his tomb, which is innm-nselv vem-intcil, 
is visited vearlv In- large munlicr* of pilgrims from all parts ol Asia Minor. I unsidrra dc 
sum- have Ih-l-ii spent on Tallinn, and travellers of every deiioiiiinaliou are hospitably 

received. .. .., . , 

The Sheikh in charge, Sevyid Mehmed, i- about .»0, a »‘»di\c °* Siiird, and a man 
ol much influence in tlioie’ parts. Ilis brother was recently employed by the 
Government oil a pacificatory mission to Mustafa Pasha, ot .lezireh, with a view to cttccl 
an official reconciliation between the latter and his neighbours. 

The authorities ol Uiurbekir, when I passed through, were encased in endeavouring 
to sett I their differences, which have lor long disturbed the tranquillity-ot that district and 
hampered the Government. 

Sheikh Mehmed spoke much of the mineral wealth in the neighbourhood of Ziurct, 
hut no attempt has been made to exploit it. Tlie siilt mine* here, controlled by the 
Public Dt ht Administration, are, however, extensive, and give good returns. 

In speaking of the general insecurity, he <nid it was entirely owing to the mistaken 
views of the Government and the wuy they administered the country, lie said, il the 
(Jo\eminent would authorize him to deal with the Kurds in the mountains round, 
iiistly and equitably, he would muke himself personally responsible lor the safety »f 
the road from DiaVhekir to Piths, and they could hang him at his own gate il a single 
caravan was plundered while the responsibility rested on his shoulders. 

Ills account, of the treatment of the Kurds in Modeki and of his reasons why they 
rebelled against Government orders and murdered the Kai'iuukam, the head ot the 
gendarmerie, and others, entirely confirmed the statement previously made to me by 


Dervish Bev, of Bitlis, who, at the request of the Vali, endeavoured to administer that 
Caza lor three months during the summer of 1*97, but gave it up as a hopeless task, as 
he could not execute the orders he received. Both the Sheikh and Dervish Bey said the 
Government tried to collect twice the amount of sheep tax to which they were entitled, 
ami, when pom men owed taxes and ran away because they could not pay, the sums 
due'were demanded from the more prosperous" villagers,.who hud paid their share and 
owed nothing. 

Th e Sheikh of Ziuret, who is well acquainted with the leading Kurds ol Modeki, 
ami is universally respected, 1 might he made a useful instrument for pacifying that district, 
if the intentions of the Government were sound. 

The Kurdish peasantry, though wild and ignorant, are keenly sensible to injustice, 
ami fully appreciate the evils arising from a corrupt administration. With the hatred which 
their laxity, indifference, ami had government has created against them in the minds both 
of Kurd aud Armenian, the position of the Turks in Eastern Anatolia would, if there were 
any unanimous feeling among the inhabitants, be a very urilica! one. *1 he country is 
conquered, and nothing more. No serious attempt lias been made at political organiza¬ 
tion. Promises of reform only have not been spared, and one Tan/.imaf has succeeded, 
and that without producing any effect on the system of administration or ameliorating 
the condition of the inhabitants. 

With a few exceptions, principally among the Vulis and some ol the more 
prominent ollicinls, tin* employes art*, hy the very nature ol their appointments, corrupt 
..ml inetHeient. Some regard their tenure of office as an opportunity for making money 
which may never recur, while others, banished from Constantinople for political purposes, 
or because of their too enlightened sympathies, look upon their position as an exile, 
and, taking no interest in the country they are sent to govern, pass their time in fruitless 
endeavours to return to the capital or vent their spleen on the luckless peasantry subject to 
their jurisdiction. Few, il any. have the necessary qualities or education to perform tlu ir 
duties properly. 

Under these circumstances, and with these ideas, they fmd it easier to 40 with 
the current than against it, and more simple to side with the strong against the weak, 
and with the rich against the poor, than to attempt to check or remedy the injustice which 
such tendencies must of necessity produce. 

I have every reason to believe the present Vali of Bitlis, limner Bey, to he 
uncorrupt, a hard worker, and well disposed to reform. Mis enemies attest his integrity 
and perseverance. But his predecessors, since the subjugation of the independent Beys 
ol Bitlis in 183<», had, with the exception of Kaouf Pasha, no such qualities. For the 
most part, they joined hands with the leading wealthy Kurds, oppressed the population, 
Kurd and Christian, and made money. A succession of administrator* of this category 
has enormously increased the difficulty of governing the country. 

To use use a definition given me hv the Vali the day hetore I left Bitlis, the Kurds, 
who as a body compose the essence of the difficulty with which the (iovemment has to 
cope, are divided into three distinct classes:— 

(</.) Zalim and Glmiri Muti, or oppressors and unsubmissive. 

(b.) Zalim and Muti, or oppressors and submissive. 

(c.) Mazluin and Muti, or oppressed and submissive. 

'flic* present attitude of the Central Government towards Governor- and governed in 
the Provinces of Eastern Anatolia, is not, I think, as viewed from within, adapted to bring 
about an equitable adjustment of the differences which divide these three classes, or to 
restore the balance between them which has been displaced. And until this is done, I do 
not anticipate any security for life aud property Or any etHcient administration ot those 
provinces which I have visited. 

Znl(, 20 units. —Zok, the centre of the Government of Gliazan, \> the last 
Kuimukuinlik to the south under Bitlis, and lies 011 the borders ot the Vilayet of 
Dimbekir. It is about 20 miles tVoni Ziaret. I found Min i Bey, whose acquaintance 1 
made at Saird in November, while acting Mutcssaiif there, in charge. He was removed 
from Constantinople lor political rcusuus some fifteen year.- ago, and ha- since occupied 
various posts in the Vilayet of Bitlis. He is now an elderly man, with small hopes of 
advancement He rendered much assistance at Sairt in the trial of tlu* murderers of Yusuf 
Yu nan, and exerted his inliucncc with the Cadi and others t<* lurther the ends ol justice. 
From Zok to Furkin the road crosses several small affluent* of the Batman Su flowing 
from Sasun. I saw no Christian villages on my route, and the country is for the most 
part wild and desolate with a few Kurdish settlements scattered among the hills, fin* 
regular road passes further r.orfli and leads to a good bridge across the Batman Su, which 
is a large river at this point. As the snow in the mountains had not yet incited and the 



Trl-frlis, 'll nilrs ,— I inn* Si\‘«*r**K I |nn.i<<utl I. 'iVMrtits about 27 i. ius. I In 
(jjilv curious li'iiluiv iuv lilt* ;titiiicial UnulU wnicb tint the mill ailuni suuir 

riuui tin wind to llu villas Imilt iw.ir thru). 

! bdicvr iiiuiiy huvi- Urn exca\m.n, • •).: n.tihni,- iulcu>l bus been touml in tb. iu 
Moht Ot tin villuiH' lie mi from tin timi.. At Td-feti* the Kurds sjicnk the 'Aw/. 
dialect mixed with Arabic. 

L'rfti, 27 milt.'.. -I'rom tbifjminl I u.urui tin Viluyit ol Alc-|»j»o, and miebed l tin 
27 miles. 

Tin* nmntin round is well cultivate**, ami then me Arab villa**e> i very 4 miles: uioti: 
tin loud. I rla bom the notlli is a jiieiuivxjm town, built ot while limestone, nn< 
well situate*! under the lee of u law r.mne ol mount.uiw matting IV.nu wot to east, l b 
plain in front of the town is fertile and well populated. I visitultln American MUsio: 
and called on Miss SlmtloeU, who has not been*..wuy since the tevriblo events of 
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and embroidery is disposed of in Europe. Miss Shatlcck said that the orders have of 
late much diminished, that their expenses are heavy, and that they required more 

,UPI ”rh’o Protestant ohurch, which stands in a compound adjoining the mission-housc , is 
a line building, capable of containing some :t,000 persons, and was designer >\ a 
Armenian Protestant pastor, who perished in the massacre. 

I was intormed that the Christian population now numbcis some •>.000 1 1 

•dionl 30 0<K1 souls, tmm- than half of whom arc Gregorian. I visited the G c^oriun 
cathedral’. Ii is a melancholy monument. The walls, roof, and " 

though charred and blackened with smoke, and tl.e masonry is so «va usly uipm.a m 
places hv the flames that it will require partial reconstruction d it is restored. Auihu 
nosilion nor monev have, however, vrt been obtained for its renovation. 

Ilirrilk. IS mlm. I'rom I rlh I prec eded hv the military road through Uiembchk 
to Bireiik on the Euphrates, a distance of 18 miles, I’lfcre is a fine view of the fciiphrut 

'""Avtwn’h shuiiietl 0,1 the hunks of the Kiiplirote.-, and is surrounded hv terraves 
and gardens. I met la-re lie Ex-Kiflmitkan. of Shirvan in He \ da. t d » , ' > 
had resigned his office and was returning to Constantinople, and iravellcd with him a- f. 

' IS A Tie "look a fatalist view of the Armenian troubles, but said the A "l'*"'|^ !'"o 
received a lesson that 7-vear-old children would never forget. ,1c alluded to tin di.tuil« 
emiditioii ol the Wills Vilayet, and said that, as it was impossible or tan. mi*. > 
eon«liii<in> tn n,rr\ mil flu* instructions In- received, he bad resigned. I ‘ the I u 111 
system of ad -.iiiiislialioii in any utliur country than Turkey would lead to a rcio ulioi 
six months, lmi lain the religious hnial which united so many heterogeneous elements .11 
this country, would, if carefully preserved, staveolf a dissolution lor many years. 

lis „ - I crossed the Euphrates l.v boat at liircjik and prouidid 

Aleppo In w.n of Zelihur and Harass, a distamr of KS miles, t he "»>«itry <* Im*')' 
peopled hv Tiireoiiiinis. who talk Turkish hut ander-.and mil he, k m,1 f 1 m ",7" b ''.' 
Vlie proposed extension ol the Syrian railway system to liirenk In this iouie do - no 
appear Roller any |d,ysical dillieiilty. The country is flat. am. ... fertile and 

'"'^^vnmiued'al Aleppo from the 2ntl. to the itilli of March, and then proceeded due 
south through Northern >vrin and struck the n.irllicra valley .1 short distance above 

lli ' U The winter has h.-en unusually severe in the south of Asia Minor, and the lu.-s of 

sheep and cattle very groat inconsequence. 1 1 ....... 

.t/iovn/i, hi miles.—The gnpliehs at Mur,all employed m . ...Itet.n tire ,l.o. p .nx. 
stated that only 12,1100sheep had heel, registered tin- year u» against o-.OIIO lo,t. the 
village of Sliciklmil alone lost over 1,01)0. .. 

I passed through Slieikhalimt'd, .Murrali. .mil Sheikliun to llama, which is .10 null 
from Aleppo l.y llii- rent.. The eoiintry is flat and grass.. I he land i- ovviftro"" " 
a speri* - of wild livaeinlli, known as the Imssal or “galan sogliim 11 I «iUi>l. (lymj. 
onion). It IS useless, and interferes considerably with cultivation. I In- plains are dotted 
Willi Ain't, villages, and the houses have eoiiicnl-shuped roofs, which gin them a pictti- 
resuuc iiiineiiraliee. I saw no rivers and few wells, the only water procurable being ran,- 
wa,er pvesened in suhtennneun cisterns hollowed mil ot the rock. In lla: town ol 
Murrell there are some line old Arab khans, mill the place i- a military depot for Red t»- 
There are large olive garde,,, near. 1 saw 0 , 1 c olive fores, covering many acres. I here 

' ' '"itevond Mu.nih I met the l-'rencli Commission going north to purchase -tud horse' 

<■» 1 ■ , 7 cl ; r .S m " 

hUC 'r)t,q IS X^ ^iM^i is allies -a. Mured,. I enlered llie wi* 

vallevof the Assist, or Oron.es. The plains are rich in pasture 

l,Ml there are lev trees. The chief feature 111 these villages ,s the haskel-Kolk, 

is . xe, II, ill. The population is principally Mussulman Arabs. 

Of, rai/L—llainn, a Mutcssnrillik in the Damascus \ dayel, is a large town 011 
the Oiuntcs, will) 11 population 01 about -10,000,the majority ol whom are Moslems, there 

,l -nub.a/m?re are good, and the llama silk-work i- limmus. Many uf the 'Ire,-l- are 
paved mill planted with trees, and there are some tine old aqueducts and Human 
remains. The villages round arc uceupicd in sericulture. 

A ••rent feature are the huge open wiiter-wliecls, twenty-five 11 , number, ami one ol 
' flOOl| 



































































them 70 feet in diameter, which draw up water from the Orontes and distribute it in 
miucducU through the town for domestic purposes nnd for irrigation. Hie Orontes is 
crossed by 11 pood stone bridge which divides the modern from the old town. From Minna 
to Ilnnis.'.'iO miles, there is an excellent carriage road metalled, and about 22 leer wide. 
There is u daily diligence service to and fro (an Ottoman Company) which covets the 
distance in five hours. The road crosses the Orontes half-way between l lama and Moms 
by a good stone bridge of twelve arc-lies at the village of Bnstcni. \V e passed many 
caravans on the road from Damascus lo llama carrying skins, petroleum, hemp, sugar, and 

"ranges.^ ^ ... |loins is a snuggling town with a population of 30,000, including; 

main Ciivek Christians, Mclchites. an.l Moslems. The country round is lerlile, but the 
plains arc covered with the wild hyacinth, which, seriously interlercs with cultivation. 
There is a carriage road from here to Dnmuscus. Caravans take thirty hours. There is 

no diligence service. There is, however, a daily service between I lams amt Trip. 

18 hours. .... i *n 

From Homs I followed the eastern bank ol the Oroide-, which rises near the Milage* 
ol It. emit. ,ml fur from this point, on the slopes oi the Lebanon. The river passes 
through the Moms Lake on its course northwards. 

lliwllii i , lit; mill's .—From I lotus 1 erossi d into the Hekaa at Ikialbce by way ot K useir 
and Hass, s distance of (ill miles, and thence proceeded through the Ha dhec plains and 
leached II, iront by the old French road over the Lebiiiuni. Itualliee to lleiroiit by the 
road is about 55 mile#. We joined the railway at Mnalaeu. 

I took the opportunity while at Stoum ol visitingthe wine factory, vaults, and distillery 
ot Selim llonliid. a wealthy Arab proprietor who owns a property at Stomu of 200 acres, 
ol which .'-0 acres arc plunted with vine and the remainder reserved lor the production 
ul cereals and lor sericulture. 

I lie value nf the estate including plant, machinery, and wine in stock, is roughly 
estimated by him at 30,0001. The cultivation of the vines, which tire hugely imported 
from ITaiicc, and the niumifueture and storage of the wine, are entirely conducted on 
Kuropeau lines. The vaults arv extensive and contain in stuck 31 0,000 lures <00,0'di gallons) 
ol wine in the wood up to ten years’ old, and 10,000 litres (2,222 gallons) of oloer wine 
in bottles. 

M. boulud’s chief sale is in ligypt, where the Khedive deals with him largely, lie 
has agents in New York, Ibiri-, and Madagascar, and does a considerable trade will, France. 
Some of the better wines are cxcCedingly'gimd, the white wines comparing very favourably 
with tin* host Rhine production*. 

'Hu* prices vary from 35 centimes a litre for the common Syiiun table wine to 
o I, . -j;» r. the bottle lor the best qualities. He also manufactures cwgnac ami niki. The 
quantity of wine produced yearly on the estate is approximately 200,000 litres 
(•I I, l-t4 gallons). 

lirirout , 55 miles .—I reached Bcirout on the :»th April, on the 39th day utter 
(Signed) FRANCIS EDWARD CROW. 

Bcirout , May l, 1898. 


.Sir /*. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 23.) 

(No. 301.) 

My | A , rt | Couslantitwidr, May 10, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy ol a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Bitlis respecting the alleged deteriora¬ 
tion in the economic condition of that vilayet, and requesting pel mission to visit various 
portions ol it with a view to ascertaining the truth of the reports which have reached him 
on the subject, , . . . . , _ ..... 

Mi. Monuhan has already requested permission to visit the Cazas ol Murvan ami 
\io, \uid I imve authorized him to undertake these journeys if lie can do so with 
safety. 

1 Imve, Ace. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure in No. 58. 
Vice-Consul Monahan to Sir P. Currie. 


§ ir> ’ *' Bitlis, April 30, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to submit the following observations relating chiefly to tho 
economic condition of the people ol this vilayet. I propose to include in my commercial 
Report some of the information hero given. 

The population of the vilayet, outside the three small towns Bitlis, Mush, and Sai'rt, 
inay» so far as I can understand, he classified as follows:— 

First, there are the Christian villagers and the peaceful settled Kurdish villagers who 
do not belong to any strong Kurdish tribe. This class cultivates the soil, and the Govern¬ 
ment depends on it for by far the greater part of the taxes. I will refer to it as the 
class of “ peaceful villagers.” 

Secondly, there are the settled blit not peaceful Kurdish villagers, who belong to 
strong tribes, and whose leaders, comparatively wealthy Kurds, live in big houses in or 
near villages and oppress Christian villagers. From this class have been formed all the 
Ilamidich regiments in tins vilayet, namely, those in the Cn/.as ol Boulanik, Varto, and 
Mnlasguird, in the Mush Sniuljak—c*a/.as,’it may he noted, which are imturnllv suited for 
cavalry evolutions, and arc near the Russian frontier. Many ol the wealthy Kurds 
mentioned hold commissions ns officers of Humidiohs. Speaking generally, the Kurds ol 
this second class, whether enrolled a- Hnmidichs ot not, seem to pay nothing but 
sheep tax. ami that irregularly, and to cultivate the soil very little, it ever. 

Thirdly, there are the nomad and semi-iiniuad Kurds, from whom the Government 
gets nothing bcvoiul a very little occasional sheep tax. 

The first class gets most of its money by the sale of grain, or from villagers who are 
earning wages outside the Turkish Asiatic provinces. 

The second and third classes get money chiefly from the sale of sheep uml cattle. 
The latter two chutes, owing to unchecked robbery and general non-payment of tuxes, are 
in comfortable circumstances as compared with the first class. 

A person who should bo well informed -jives me the following details, which I believe 
to be nceurutc:— , . 

Ten years ago there was four times as much land under cultivation as there is now, 
and arrears ol taxes were inconsiderable. Every village of the vilayet now owes large 
arrears of taxes, and the peaceful villagers are engaged in a continual controversy with the 
tax-collectors. The peaceful villagers, though the crops have not failed since 1892, have 
often insufficient food, nnd hardly ever have any food hut bread and milk. 

Among Christian villagers drunkenness is unknown, and, indeed, alcoholic drink is not 
taken more than about once a-year. 

A villager has very little surplus grain to sell, and the gode (12 okes) ol wheat, 
which before 1892 fetched 2$ to 3 piastres in the Bitlis market, has never fallen below 
C piastres since that year, and is now at 10 piastres. 

The great euuse of the land being thrown out of cultivation is the constant robbery 


Before 1892 villagers sold their surplus grain to Bitlis merchants, who stored much 
of it for the time of scarcity, which, curiously enough, seems to come about once in seven 
years. There is now no grain stored in Bitlis town, and, owing to the poverty ol villagers, 
business is in a very dull state in the bazaar. 

'The condition of things, as represented by my informant, is evidently serious uml 
dangerous, and I would respectfully suggest that I should visit various parts or the vilayet, 
not for tin- purpose of summarizing cases of crime and oppression, but lor that ot 
ascertaining whether there is really so much danger of the disappearance ot the peaceful 
villagers, and of the collapse of the Turkish Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. 11. MONAHAN. 







No. 55). 

Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received Mail 23.) 

(No. 302.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , May 19, 1898. 

ON receipt of the despatch from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Bitlis, transmitted to 
your Lordship in my despatch No. 241 of the 19th ultimo, respecting the murder of the 
Chief of Police at that place, and the hostility towards the Armenian inhabitants aroused 
by tin occurrence, I have the honour to report that I at once instructed Mr. Block, First 
Dragoman to Her Majesty’s Embassy, to communicate to the Grind Vizier the details of 
the affair, and to urge on’ltis Highness the necessity of taking steps to prevent a massacre 
cl Armenians at Bitlis. which appears not unlikeiv. in view of the feeling now prevalent 
there. 

I have, &C. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. 60. 

Sir P. Carrie Io tlic Marques- of Salisbury.—(Rrrriml May 23.) 

(No. 303.) 

Sly Lord, Constantinople , May 19, 1898. 

I LEARN, confidentially, that a project is now before the Ministry of Public 
Works tor a railway from Koniah to Bagdad, via Oula, Kichla, Aloxandretta, Aleppo, and 
Busrah. 

The Company—said to he u German-Belgian combination, hut of uncertain 
composition—is represented here by a M.Cotard. It asks for no kilometrie guarantee, 
hut only for the right to construct ports at Alexnndrctta, at Busnih, and at Bagdad, and 
perhaps at other places on the Tigris or Euphrates. The plan has been approved by 
the Ministry of Public Works, and will be submitted to the Council of Ministers, and 
though nothing definite has a- yet been decided upon. 1 bear that the Sultan is in favour 
ol the scheme. 

No objection i- beine raised by the German \m»to!iaii Railway Company, who. 
it would appear, are abandoning their old idea of extending to the east and south, and 
intend to work round to the sea at Aloxandretta. 

This new scheme obviously conflicts with the interests of the French Company, which 
has obtained a Concession for a’ line from Damascus through Aleppo to Birejik, and the 
French Embassy arc said to be pressing for the extension of the Adann-Tarsus-Mersina 
line to Marasb. 

I Imvc, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


No. til. 

Sir P. Currie la Ibe Marque*.* of Salisbury^—\ Received May 23.) 

(No. 30L) 

My Lord, Constantinople, May 19, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that several arrests of Armenians Imvi 
taken place lately in the Vilayet ol Bitlis. 

Mr. Monahan, telegraphing on the loth instant, reported that twenty-eight Armenian 
villagers had been arrested for harbouring revolutionists, and that nine Armenians and one 
Mussulman, all prominent merchants, were imprisoned for complicity in the murder of the 
Bitlis Police Commissary. 

This made a total of eighty-six Armenian political prisoners confined at Bitlis untried, 
including twenty-nine accused of murder. 

1 have instructed Mr. Block to point out to the Sublime Porte tlmt the prisons 
wiie again becoming crowded, as in former years, with prisoner* awaiting their 
trial, and to urge tlmt the prisoners in ipicstion should be* brought to trial without further 
delay. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 117.) 

Sir, Foreiyn Office. May 2(1, 189S. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 225 of the 9th ultimo relative 
to the murder of Yusuf Yunnn, and I approve the terms of the pro-memorid which you 
caused to he presented to the Grand Vizier, demanding payment by the Turkish 
Government of the amount stolen from the murdered man. 

f am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


Sir P. Currie it, I hr Marquess of Salisbury.—(lierrired May 30.) 

(No. 30(1.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, May 20, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lords!)ip herewith copy of a despatch 
which T have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Jerusalem respecting the murder 
of a Mussulman bv an Armenian at Bethlehem. 

I have, Ae. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 

In closure, in No. 03. 

Consul Dickson I > Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 21.) 

Sir, Jerusalem, May 7, 185)8. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that on Sunday last, the 
1st instant, an Armenian of somewhat good position in the town of Bethlehem, and 
named .Saleh Nassar, murdered a Mussulman during a eight brawl. 

It appears that the* Armenian mid Mussulman, win- were friends, had agreed to 
take a stroll in the* evening, hut as it happened to he the* liisl night of the* festival e»f 
the Coui'bait Baiiam, the Mussulman was somewhat the* worse for liijuor, and shortly 
afterwards a dispute* arose between them which ended in a light with knives Tho 
Mussulman received a wound in hi* side*, and died almost i in mediately ; hut the 
Armenian maintains that in the Keuille* he accidentally killed himsedf. The* Armenian 
and another man wile* was seen with him at the time* have been arrested, and are* now- 
in prison in Jerusalem awaiting their trial. 

The* incident crcnte*d some* excitement anel alarm ame.ngst the* Armenians and 
Christians generally in Bethlela in, as it was feared that the MaUoniinednns would 
retaliate upon tlieni, hut the* prompt arrest e.f the offender by the* authorities, and the 
fact that he; was an Armenian Catholic and not a Gregorian Armenian, seems to have 
paciiled the Mussulman population, and fortunately ne> elisturbanee occurred. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed# JOHN DICKSON. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 30.) 

(No. 313.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople, May 25, 1898. 

1 HAVE the* liemour to forward te» veiur Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from lieu* Majesty's Consul at Damascus, reporting the general 
failure* of the creeps in his district. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) PHILIP CURB IE. 


I i 091] 










In closure in Vo. 0-1. 


Consul Richards lo Sir I*. Currie. 

sjj,. ' Damn sens, Man 13, l s l)S. 

I II AVi; the honour to inform v-mr Exeollenejr tint si remarkably liu'iit spring 
rainf.'ill, followin'* on one of tin* coldest an l -Irvo^t winter- that has ever been 
exp-riciircd in this country, i- hei-mniiuf to cause the gravest apprehensions as to tin; 
Hr..hahilitv, indeed. 1 mav siv, tin? iill-biit-eeiiuiu*v, of a very considemlilc failure m 

H„. _-Train especially h*im* m->s’ - •ri-m>ly thre »ti*ned. Throughout tin; 

llauran. which is tin* UMM.ury of Syria and Pule.hoc. the hurve-i prospect- are very 
^hmniv -a lo- of crop- amounting «» m-u'ly <S0 per < -il. hein- anticipated. I he 
reports from-ither parts of the country, such as tin* Zulilch, B*k.’n, lh*:ildl"k, mid 

.l.-h.'l K ih'iiun distriels, Iiv il.u—i. if no! 'I 11 ' 1 ". ls liseour.iyiuy, so 'liiit tin- ye.ill 

ayrieultuml ouihsik i- I. - .I.-lly -less. ‘ li- .1.Dr.is- .lis'rie. 11 m. 1 "-rlw|K. he 

( .p,.i| :is ill,- s,ilil.iry exeepti *u. il< mil heiny •!' so liyhl Hint -lrilltJxv i description "ml 
u vi*rv nioderute minl'atl is nil thirl it riit|uiviM. _ 

\V'<-:if<-uli-- iily Mill’,•rin:.' from fir iiulnr.il 'in I inevitable i>iitc-,>im-.> 1 ':m nutimpuled 
liiiliin) ill tin. yrni'li it, ills, viz., a wry considerable risr in tin: prim of wheat anil 
Parlrv, 1 i.it li of' wliirli nv .elliny .1 > 1 . mill" I hair or,Hilary prims. 

la a.l.lituni to, ami ,•>■ a more lima, i.i" loss in yruitr, tin 1 country lias umloryom' 
a loss in slimp anil yoats ivliirli is ilmost iiapri'm.liailitil. 

In ||i«. /.ulileli anil Ri-ut-Iiak districts I am inform,',I oil yood authority tlinl it 
would In* no oxayymiitinn to say tint To p,a* eeiit. ol tlist thicks liam, owiny to one 
cans,’ or another, perished. In tins Mery district the lov, may In- osiimal.al al Till par 
mat., wli ilo in I lint of Ilia llauraa, on Ilia otlior liainl, it iloas a,a exceed 20 par emit. 

Taking Ilia vilayat as a ivliolo, ilia loss in 'limp ami tfiials may lia pul at oaa- 
l,.||f. I lia natural ciiuscipimicc is tiial Ilia priaa of mutton (liaef is unknown in this 
province) is exactly iloiilila ivlial siiouhl ha ai lliis lima of ilia war. I'lia eausas of 
‘hsitli have lieaii ilia unprecedentedly loan anil savaru winter (lulls of lliousaads of 
animals haviicy h,aai kiliad hy tho’nild). drought ia tif sprilly. and cimsmpruntly 
lurk of pasture, and discus-, which exposure and want iin iriahly briny iu lhair 
I rain. 

A' rayards ilia frail arop on ivhiali ilia prosparity ol so many ol t.ha inhiilnlanls 

of Ilia I)niiasaus distriut dapands, Ilia propeals are aiivtuiny hut brilliant: ..range 

and I.- 111 ',a mops liiviuy rutind.v failed, while III,' fly lias's haw sulfur,-d lo all almost 

ennui extent. . 

\ loss of 1(0 par aaal. in Ilia olivr crops is aiitimpalad, and Ilia appcnruiiur ol 
vinas and npi'iuot Haas is tha I'aviTso of an,',iniyiny. Here ayaiii il is Ilia vary sevrre 
,1,1 follow,'', I hv months of dry weather tiial lias dona Ilia damaya wliiuh no amount of 
vain now could whu'.ly repair, though such a uotituiyoai'y as a really haavv downpour 
i. in tha las. dayr," 1 improhahh'. 

I haw, .Vo. 

iSiynadi \V. S, lUCMl.WillS. 


No. on. 

■Sir /k Currie lo the Mnri/uess of Siilinliury. —(/fwirird .'/ay 30.) 

(No. Ill l.) 

j|v l.nnl, Coin.linilindplr, Umj 20, l-OS. 

I II V V li tha honour In forward lo your 1/inNhip herewith ropy of a drspntrh 
wliirli I hair rm,dvi'il from Her Majesty's (,'onsuM ieurml al llayihni, yiving ial'oriiia- 
tion raspaaiiny avrals tn tha Vilnwt of Mosul. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) I'll 11,11’ CURIUK. 


Inclosnn' in No. 00. 


Cnii-iil-Critentl Locii In Sir Currie. 

27 1 llmjilnil, April 30. Is08. 

I II AVI-: the honour respectfully I" Kxmdhmiyy's mturm*- 

tion, following extracts fmm a iiawsdaUrr. dated Ilia 20th mslant. from Mr. Consular 

l:?2£ his Kxcr■llrurv Abdul Wallah Kasha. our Wall. I'aaai wd a \ i/.ianal 

letter from C'.mstantiaopl.xleriay him to remit to ConsUm .t.o..^ , of 

lOilOO Turkish liras from this vilayat Ills Bx.adlm.ry lira.M*.. '’.'r V 

remit said, an ..ant. ivprusen'iny the yraal straits the I rrasury "as sullrntiy . 

instead of liaiay riven ear t„. ha w:,s ..rdm-ad in,dm- Imp,-ml mm.mam t c it 

1.-1,000 Turkish liras from this vilayat with... lil teaii days, and I Ini il ".is r>inn 

rtMiiiiml for li , :iu'*nn<**i'»n to the iroops mow al I hessuly l,s " 

found mi alternative I,a. to in, a 11.000 liras .a, Mosul and its dut 't •• a " • 

liras on Km-ko .k and its dapmidomdas. and 3.000 liras ,m the m.m. I « f 
Sii]ain::inil'll. 'I'lie eollealioa of this amount drove malteis vrhitiny o. 

..liny revenues 0. ..as. for the Wall smd f«r »1 -vh.. ware,. J 

imprisoned smite ot them, seized pnmmdia. .mil ' e, p . , . r 

■metion: s„ muali so lien his Kx.idlei.ey aommitted lo prison Muza I •<»'>'>• 1 ‘ . Al1 
of Shaikh:,.,, for ha owe I ana:,is of taxes ah,ml 12 :v P'l'; l v ,'l,’e msof 

ids I,roll,ms. Ilamzah I’asha am! H'uldee Kasha, due I" .. Il "', 

linuidation of thmr ilithililies; h mil only look m. uoliae ol ilia proposal, lull, mi the 

mntnn'V. Ihi'is' arHvad ..dm- .. ...mOmopI,' o„j,„i„y ,1m I pays shou d 

.. fr.mt the date of a Iteporl winch was snhmilled tiy Ills I'Aiell. my /* hdt I.' «. 

It,,- tat,- Wali, fur lie had thm-awitli ipl'oi'inad the I’orte licit these astias had no mole 

ri dil I,'mi'pn allow,ai for lliav had vmioiiiiivd IslamiKin, and wmv lii'in Ir 

:,w!: o-hLS of Vezidisl mat .a Mlrza I'aslai was a:.I in and asked what rahyiou 

l„. „ii,siiad lie daelared tiial of I lie Vezidis, lor he was a \ eznli. amt son ol \ znlt, 
•mil tlml ilia lsluiiiism iieeapli d hv him in Ilia time of Umar Kasha was loreilih'. I poll 
this ilealaratiun i,i' Hxeellem v mderail him to lie imprisoned, and i'mum-, 1 Ins sheep 
.. a |„„-s, S lo lie hroie'llt iulo'lowii, and final yesli'nlay they have ..il salliny 

' i'll ei'm. in. Kxaallenay. moivovm'. smpiastirn'd his lam ml prop,amt 

Ins derided to dispose of them hv ain't ion to pay Insdeht. lie order Iron, ( "iistaii I- 

I,' eotieiTuiny Ins pav and I lew- of !.i« I,millers is to the elleal Hint they are In hi, 
I,aid if |1 lev are linn ii’theii' Islamism with all tlieir hearts am eiuilessnm, oihi nn. 
Inw an aol to ha paid. \s lo their .liter brother. Ui Ktwba. who was .'Xlh'd to 
Siva/' .ml was aflerwards pardoned, he has not yet return.* to Hits coimtiy. am I am 
Uild liis allnwa.is imavased to 23 liras lor daelarmy Islamism In Ion tin Admiin 

'"nliy^Coune.NdS'vnz. ^ ^ ^ Khayal. Hi" Cllgdean KatH.tr-h. l-aves Mosul 
to-dav Iiv raft I'm Haydn,I, liuviny at Iasi ob'.aim'.l tlu< Imperial painuissiim to | mm 
thither which was refused him for the last two V<‘arv' 

Ili- Beatitude arrived at Ballad on the 24th mMaut. ^ ^ 

(Signed) W. LOCH. 


No. (US. 

Mr. dr lUmeu lo th, M,m/um '4 {Rrceirrd .lime (S.) 

<No. 32.i.) ( (instantinopte, May 3l» 1^'W. 

M ‘ v | n\VK the honour totmns.uit to your Lordship copy of a furth er despatc h from 
Her Maj, sly's Viee-Consal a, Sivim. respectiny .hr.. and fum'd.versa,to 

'’’""iMai^ Maunsell's repoi'ts, has no, eel,sad to 







op 

**r upon tlx ;it 1 «*ntion oi the Grand Vizier, ami that the Minister of the Interior 
lists now sent the Vali of .Sivtis iustruetioiis whieh he promises will lend his Kxeellchey 
to adopt a tin O' impart in l attitude. 

I Imve requested Captain Maunsell hy telegraph to see the Vali again when these 
instructions. whieh were posted on the 2(»th instant, l ave been received. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) M. !>K BL'NSKN. 


Inelosnre in No. (>(>. 

(’afitain Mimn-rll to Sir /’. Carrir. 

(No. 

Kir, Sicas, May 18!'S. 

IN eontinuation of my despat eh No. ol, I have the honour to inform you that 
• he Court for the trial ol tin a lid lie tors of the Armenian girl from Varitissar has had 
another sittinu. 

Tin* original report of the Knimakam of llaftk, said to have been lost, was now 
read in open Court, and showed clearly that lie acted energetically in the matter 
and imprisoned the abductors. 

Several Armenian and other witnesses came forward and gave their evidence 
very clearly,and there remains no doubt whatever of the forcible abduction of the 
girl. 

The t>irl liually took refuse ••» her house, the door was haltered in, and she was 
abducted in brou-l daylight. 

Oliee abducted, the girl’s forcible conversion to Muhoiiimednilisin followed as a 
matter ol course. 

T e numerous stories put forward by the Vali that the girl did not like hci 
husband, voluntarily left I ini, and so forth, wore clearly disproved in open 
Court 

Further silting- of the ('our. will he held. 

The Draconian • f Hie French t onsulate and mine both attended the Court. 

'rid- girl’s husband, A rtin Kamkc/.inu. has now heei sent away (Venn the Vali’s 
bolls •, as it ua- found when tie was allowed out (followed hy /nptieh*) that he went to 
ehureh 

II- came t>» me foraoviee, and I sent him lirst to a Christian house, and now 
prop .se sending him to his fat bur’s house at Varhissar, which is hut a short distance 
from Si vas. 

Ills wife is siill kept slo.i up in the house*of Xoiirri lvllcudi, as 1 have already 
inform ' your Fxccllciicx. 

Although closely wateued. she has managed to semi a message praying to he 
allowed to return to her husband and Christianity. 

A- regard* the girl ahdueled from Cliepui. who Was shut up here in the house of 
Ibrahim l.'lendi, she was removed the other night from here under guard of three 
/ie ' *is ami sent to another Moslem h< use at Charkishla, twelve hours*distant. It is 
said that she attempted to eseapi. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) F. It. MACXSKLL. 


No. 07. 

Sit .V. O'Cantu to (in Mary it is- ol Salislntry.- ( /ircricrtl June 0.) 

(N<- 221) 

M\ I .ol d. 87. I*rltrttlmnjft , Jam- 2, ISOS. 

I II \ V I the honour t<» transmit herewith to your Lordship a precis of an article 
from tlie *• Novoe Vivimn ’* on the construction of railways hy German Companies in 
Asia Minor. 
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This article, which has been preceded hy others on the same subject, seems to 
have been provoked hy statements in the German press to the effect that tlus enter* 
nri,e is in un wav associated with polities, or could affect Russian interests inHuit 
part of the world.’ This is not by any means the view of the “ Novoe Vremva, nor 
can Russians regard favourably and without much concern the extension of rattan), 
in Asia Minor under the auspices of Germany. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N- R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. <57. 

1‘n'cis of Article in the “ Sum,- Vrcmyn.” 

TI1K “ Novoe Vremva," with reference to the report that the lirst section of the 
projected through-line helwiHiu Constantinople and Bagdad is to he that between 
Angora and Cesarca, says:— 

If we compare the utterances of the Constantinople Trade .louriisl with those of 
the • Hamburg Oorrespiirijlcnz," we can gather from tliese papers the information that 

the German Anatolian Railway ..pany will next draw Alexaiidivtla uillini its t 

in order to turtlier extend the line to ltagdad. I’hat is ..xplnnatim, of all Hi- dis¬ 

cussion that has been going on about Alexainlrotta. Apparently it was not mthoitt 
reason, at any rate, that port!.. it whieh referred to the railway to the 1 er„.m 

t lUf The deehiration of the Hamburg newspaper that the Anatolian railways have 
nothing to do with polities and arc purely a private enterprise, requires, all the same, 
some explanation. , . 

We have never said, and do no! say to-day, that the Vnatoliiin railways belong to 

the German Cover,.. We do declare, however, Hint these railway, belong to a 

German Company, ami will evoiltuaUv. owing to the extinord.ua,a persistenee o 
German diplomats, play a certain part m polities. 'Lius scouts incontestable, and 
no doubt he continued hy the circumstances and conditions ol t he < outvssums. 

The Hamburg newspaper only admits of one circumstance whieh might cause 
uneasiness in St. I’etcrsburgh, viz: “ If » largo Company should he lonitwl iinilur the 
proleotion of the German Government, whose object it would he to people Anatolia to 
a great extent with German colonists.” 

Hut we will point out to this paper another reason which would eau>e uussian 
policy to follow with attention German plans in Asia Minor, namely, that these plans 
would he carried out at ltussiu’s cost. It cannot he a matter of mdtllereiiee to us it 
Germany or any other country constructs in spite of us railways Iroin the cent tv ot 
Anatolia to our'frontiers. Lverything that goes on in Asia Minor w ol the liveliest 
interest for us. and no persuasion of Hamburg financiers will succeed m convincing ua 
tliat Asia Minor is of no more importance to Itussut than the valley ol tne 

^ in U’ Turkey were to construct these railways at her own expense. Itussia would 
have no cause’for complaint, as they would he doubtless accessary to meet the growing 
requirements of that territory. If Germany, however, provides I urkey With these 
lines, if German industry undertakes the construction as a business with oilers ol 
capital and material, evolving plans for assuming the lead, while at the same time she 
grumbles aim lets olV fireworks on the Husphoms. it would Ik absurd to expect 
that Itussia should shut her eyes to what is going on in her immediate neighbour- 
hood. 
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No. O'. 

The Marquess nf Salisbury lo Mr, de Hansen. 

(No. 160.) 

Sir, Foreion Office, June 0, 1898. 

I TTAVF, rocoived Sir P. <'nrrioV despatch No. 200 of the lStli ultimo, inclosing 
n Memorandum by Mr. Vice-Consul Crow on a journey recently made by him from 
Ilitlis to Beirout. 

1 request that you will ironyey my tlmnks to Mr. Crow for this interesting 
Report. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 60. 

The ytunjueas nt Salisbury to Mr. tie Hansen. 

(No. 161.) 

Sir, Foreiijn Office. June 9, 1898. 

. 1 11A V K received Sir P. Currie's despatch No. 302 of the loth ultimo, reporting 

that he had instructed Mr. Block to communicate to the Grand Vizier the details of 
the murder of the Chief of Police at Millie, which have lxttn received from Her 
Majesty’s Vice-Consul, and to urge on His Highness the necessity of taking steps to 
prevent a massacre of Armenian* at that place. 

Sir I*. Currie’s action in this matter is approved by Her Majesty's Government. 

I am. &e. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 70. 

The Maryan u» ot Salisbury to Mr. tic lluusni. 

(No. 166.) 

Sir, Foreiijn Office, June 1), 1*98. 

1 HAVE received Sir P. Currie’s despatch No. 282 of the 10th ultimo, forwarding 
an account received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Sivas .if the abduction of 
certain Armenian girls in that vilayet, and reporting the steps taken hy his Excellency 
t<. obtain an investigation of these cases hy the Sublime Porte. 

I approve Sir P. Currie’s action in this matter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY 


No. 71. 

( onsul-deneral Drummond Hay to Sir I*. Currie.—(Received ut Foreiijn Office , 

June 16.) 

(No. 66.) 

Sir, Helmut , May 61, 1*9*. 

I II A VK the honour to report that the (government of the Lebanon has been 
transferred from Banbdn to the summer quarters at Beiteddin and that, during a short 
vacation accorded to the Member* of the Administration. Nnouiu Pasha intends to 
make a tour, visiting Mmilluka>l)umoiir on the road to Sidon and several other places 
in tin 1 Caitimkamlik of Bjcz/.iu. Before leaving, his Excellency exprcssiM to me his 
satisfaction a! the orderly and tranquil condition of the province. 

I have, fee. 

Signed) It. DRUMMOND II AY 
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No. 72. 

Mr. rle Runsen to the Marquess of Salisbury .— (Received June 13.) 

(No. 361.) 

My Lord, Thernpin, June 7, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit n scries of despatches from Her Majesty’s Vice- 
Consul ut Van, giving an interesting account of the first part of his journey across the 
Persian frontier, and reporting generally upon the state of affairs on both sides of the 
border. 

Although the reports of Armenian revolutionary activity on the Persian side, which 
led Captain Klliot to undertake the journey, appear to have been exaggerated, he found 
the country still suffering severely from the consequences of the Armenian raid of last 
summer, which led to reprisals bv the Kurils, and afforded the Persian officials n pretext 
for oppression and extortion. 

At flu* conclusion of his despatch No. 18 of the 5th May. Captain Klliot advocates 
the establishment ot a British Agent at Uruminh to counteract the influence of the Russian 
Vice-Ton mi late, which lie hears is shortly to he stationed there. Such an official he 
considers would do much to encourage British trade, and to restore some measure of 
justice and good government. 

It will he seen from Captain Elliot’s despatch No. 19 of the 7th instant, and its 
inclosures, that tin- Ncstorian population in the neighbourhood of Uruminh is expecting 
the return of the Russian Mission which wn* suddenly recalled to Russia lust year after 
enrolling some 10.000 Nestoriims as members of the Orthodox Church, 'flic proceedings 
"t this Mission have attracted the close attention ot the Ottoman Government, which 
fears that a renewal of the Russian propaganda will eventually absorb the Ncstorian com¬ 
munities on the Turkish ns well as those on the Persian side of the frontier. 

Two of the inclosed despatches describe the severe mortality prevailing among the 
Turkish garrison of Van, and the methods hy which arms are procured hy the Armenian 
population. 

I have, fee. 

(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 


Intlosure I in No. 72. 

('aplain Klliot to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 16.) 

sir - . , , Tabreez, May 2, 1898 

I HAVK the honour to report that during the past winter there has been great 
mortality among the Turkis 1 * troops in Van. 

I’hcre went five battalion* in the town, whose strength I estimated at ubout 250 to 
600 men each. 

The estimates given as to the number of deaths that occurred varied from 300 to 
1,000. 1 was told by a man who lived near the Military Hospital that several funerals 

lelt it d uly, and I noticed myself a pinched and sickly look on the faces of many of the 
soldiers I saw in the streets. 

It is difficult to ascertain the exact numbers that died, as the authorities tried to 
conceal the state of affairs, but 20 per cent, would probably not be an over-estimate. At 
Serai I was told that the battalion there had lost many men, thirty to fifty, but thnt the 
battalion ai Bnshkala was better oil*. 

The cause of these deaths was put down to “ typhus.” Whatever it was it was 
undoubtedly due to exposure to cold. The men’s rations appeared to me good and 
sufficient, hut they were badly clothed, the bedding was insufficient, and the rooms were 
badly warmed. 

The most trying of all was the sentry duty at night. Owing to an idea hold by the 
authorities that the revolutionists might try to cause disturbance in Van, and the 
““reliableness of the police, there were a large number of posts with several sentries on 
each, so the duty came round pretty often. 

The Turkish sentry remains standing still on his foot, and, though relieved hourly, 
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the men used to get thoroughly chilled in the hitter winter nights, with the thermometer 
at many degrees hclow freezing. 

The ordinary military great-coat i-* tjuile useless against cold ol this description, and 
continued exposure to it under such conditions must ho a severe strain on the hardest 


constitution. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. S. ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 72. * 

Cnplain Elliot to Sir P. Currie. 

1 ‘'' 'I'ulmez. Mm 2, IMIS. 

I IIAVE the honour to submit the following report on the methods hv which 
arms are obtained hy Anneiiiuus in the Van Vilayet and elsewhere: 

I have lor some time suspected that there were a good number «d rifles in the 
possession of Armenians in Van, and mi my journey to Persia I have found ample con- 
Urination of this suspicion, and ascertained how they are procured. 

It i< estimated that there are at least 1,000 rifles in the possession of Armenians m 
Van, most of them the Berdans. formerly in use in the Russian army. There are some 
Martini*, mostly those used in the Turkish army, though a few may lie copies of this 
arm, made hy Armenians hi Van. or the frontier ol Persia, in such places as Meruglia 
(east of Urmitiah Lake), Tabroez, Klioi, &c. There are, too, a certain number of the pre¬ 
sent Russian army magazine rifle. . 

There appears to he very little difficulty f«»r any one to obtain a rifle in \ an. hut ol 
course a high price has to he panl lor it. 

Last summer when certain sipiadrons ol the llamidieh were supplied with Martinis 
hv the 'Turkish (lovernment in order the better to eimhle them to d-lend the frontier 
again-*' rain- hv Anneiiian revoluli"idsls, they came in to \ an and Mild their Berdans 
to Armenians, though they were well aware that these rides, it used at all, would he u**ed 
most likely again-i themselves. 

\lioiit ti e same time, a-» reported to your Excellency, about Aon Ijimilic- ol 
Persian Kurds came into Turkey, and remained in the iieigiibOlfHtood ol Anljok and 
Kurakimduz. about mih •* from Van, for some month' in the hopes ol receiving grants 
of laud belonging to '• rmen.an.*». They icturncd to Persia in the autumn. \\ hilo in 
Turkey these men -old about UK) rifles* Berdans) to Armenians, at prices varying from 
«/. toW 

Kurds, loo, buy rifles from agents in Khoi or elsewhere, lake them across the I urkish 
frontiei, and sell lb tn at a profit to Armenians. 

A lew years ago rifles and ammunition used to he sold by soldiers in \ an, who 'tide 
them either from comrades or the Arsenal. These thelts were. I am told, committed hy 
Kurds m the ranks, ami not hy 'Turks. This has been stopped, or nearly so, as great 
vigilance is now exercised, but soldiers still sell their cartridges. 

The Ne-torian-v from Persia go in large numbers every year to Bu-sia. Hardly a 
party returns without some rifles with it. 

'Ther* appears to he no dilliculty ill buying these rules in Russia, hut their export 
being forbidden, as the frontier is approached, they are taken to pieces ami concealed in 
the men' clothes. It is not believed that any of the new Russian army rifle, with 
magazine, are imported this way, as a heavy penalty is imposed on any one caught with 
one in their possession hy the Russian authorities. 

'There arc. however, a very large number of these rifles in Azurbijan. 'They are 
sold openly in the nazaarsj as well us the ammunition for them. This fact is known to 
the Russian Consul-General in Tuhrccz, who discussed the matter with me. I have in¬ 
spected several of these rifles lately. The numbers on the barrels, bolls, and breech 
pieces do tint correspond, and the wood of the stock is scarfed, suggesting first, that they 
liave been taken to pieces to bring across the frontier; ami second, that several have 
been brought across at a time. This business is in the bonds of Armenians, and, I 
believe, exclusively of revolutionists. It is said that they are smuggled across in halos 
ol merchandize. dcvcrul l saw bore the date 181)7. and wore of the newest pattern. 

M Itippiiis, the Russia. Vice-Consul at Riza, who was acting at Van during the 
winter, anu who accompanied me from Khoi to Tuhrccz, would not believe at first in the 


existence of a trade in smuggled rifles. He was, however, soon convinced, and took the 
numbers of all rifles with the Russian Government stamp. 

A day or two after his arrival, the sale of these rifles was prohibited here; but l 
nevertheless, bail some offered mo for sale daily, but with more or less secrecy. 

Large numbers of the Martini rifles with Turkish Government stamp, and the 
Berdans with Russian Government stamp, came into the possession of merchants and 
others nbout the time of the war. 

As regards the fact that many of the Armenians in the Van Vilayet have contrived 
to arm themselves, l believe the sole object in most cases to he self-defence, especially 
where the weapons are Berdans or Martinis. As far as 1 have been able to ascertain, 
the revolutionists always contrive to supply themselves with the new Russian magazine 
rifle. 

I am of opinion that it would he most inadvisable to institute searches for arms. 
’The hulk of the people are disgusted with the revolutionists and their ways, and dread 
their visits more than those of the Kurds. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) G. S. ELLIOT. 




Captain Elliot to Sir l\ Currit . 


(V<». IS.) 

Sir, Tubreez. May 5, 181)8. 

I HAVE the honour to submit the following report of my journey in Persia up to 
the dale of mv arrival at Tnhtve’/.:— 

It appears advisable to give shortly the reasons that induced me to ask your 
Excellency's -unction to ties journey. 

The i»vri»u of 180(» a id the early part ol *97 were repotted fully hy my predecessor, 
and from his despatches in the archives of t'm* Vice-Consulate :t was char that San was 
continually menaced by cntorpri-o * ol Armenian revolutionists, who found tin asylum in 
the villages of Saima- m l'\ isia. hut four or live short days* march hy earuvan ironi \ an. 
The series of outrage-* and massacres of Armenians during the years j 81)*» and HOfi, that 
culminated in the ufl'air of June ol the latter year, was without doubt instigated by Zckki 
Pasha, Muslur ol the lVth Army Corps at Er/inghiati, wlm found an able coadjutor in 
Saiid-ud-Diu Pasha, the l*Yrik it Van. The pretext, however, was furnished hy the 
foolish conduct of the Armenians themselves, and more particularly ol the revolutionists. 
When 1 took over charge of tin- Van Vice-Consulate in April 1897 Hound that, though 
the 'Turkish authorities were anxious to do all in their power to iimiiitaili oi ler, restore 
confidence, and enable the Armenians to resume their occupations, the constant menace 
from the Persian border rendered this task exceedingly difficult, il not impossible. 

I accordingly went to Salinas in May 1*97 to nseertain how far the rumours that 
were causing so much uneasiness in Van were justified hy facts. I fotimi that the 
revolutionists were again assembling, this time with a view to attacking Kurds inside the 
’Turkish frontier. Great alarm was felt in Salinas, as the Kurds were expected to 
retaliate by sucking CuiMi.m villages. After all interview with some ol the revolutionists, 
I paid a hasty visit to Tnbrcez, saw Her .Majesty's Consul-General there, and returned to 
Van. These stops, though taken on my own responsibility, vour Excellency was good 
enough to approve 

The meditated attack on the Kurd* did not take place on the date originally 
assigned. 'The project iva- Tor the time abutuloitcJ, hut about two months later positive 
orders, as I have rilice ascertained, were revived from the Revolutionary ( omtmUee in 
London that something was to he done at once to draw the attention ol Europe again to 
Armenian a flairs, which the Tutvo-Greck war had caused to he put out ol mind, i lie 
attack on Slicrcf Bcv took place. 'This was reported at the time, hut it was then 
impossible to give a iv tut others with much certainty. 

From what I have heard m tins journey, tin- strength of the party was 225. It is 
not true that Kurds or Persians accompanied them. Thcv recrossed the homier with u 
loss of 10 men. Over L.O Kurds were killed, \ great number of these Armenians 
returned to Russia, some t.< Tahir-z and elsewhere. I wo hands, however, one ol 
27 Tiisluinkists, under Dikr.ttt Diroyau, who was killed at Kornhash last January, and 
[ 101)1 ! s 
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one ol 31 llunteiiakists, under Paratnns Paramnsiiin. who was on his trial at \ an 
when I left, passed through all the Kurds ntrthe frontier with -digl.i loss or difficulty, nun 
entered the gardens at Van: I of the Tashtinkists went to Hillis. Tllfsc oceurrencs 
wen- reported hv me from time to t in e, and as later information proves that the reports 
then Sent were substantially correct, it (Jot's nol appear necessary *.o make further 
reference to the matter. 

Shi r* f I lev, about the end of August, when he hail recovered from the alarm into 
which in was* thrown by llffe attack made upon him, entered Persian territory with 
3011 Mcr.-iki Kurds ||e was aeeompnnied by Sudan Rev, son ol Pnvha* Khan, with 
300 Sheiesiki Kurds. 'The' attacked the village of Var, which is dose under the hill-, on 
tin Western border of the Kl.oi plain, a few miles to the north of the spot where the 
Kntt-.r River issues from the hills. 

There are a few Persians in the village, whiei. is the property of the then (iovenmr ol 
Khoi, Iml i i.st . I the populatiou i> Am enian. Tlsis village was sele ted hv >licrvt Rev, 
as Armenian revolutionists Imd sheltered there. The Kurds butchered all they came 
across indiscriminately, if». r » people were killed nutrient and wounded, of whom only 
about 10 survived, i'ufortunatelv, too, on this d *\, the wile ot the flovernor ol Khoi 
had invited a h • «* Indies out to Var, and these unfortunate worn n were all ravished hv 
tl.e ruflliitis ' h i made 'iieli a poor show when it was a (potion of facing men with 
arms in tin it-: This latter piece of hiutality was intended as n revenue on the 

Persian (iovermneut for permitting tin- revolutionist* to harbour on Persian soil. 

Eight ether villages were robbed in passing, hut only a few tuple killed. Presumably 
his conduct eii this occasion had something to do with earning for ^heref Rev his promo¬ 
tion from Knimakam to Mir Alai. I fear h< is a lair sample Hainitlieh ollicer. 

I heart) in Kottur that seventeen house- til \rmcninns, all, in fuel, that remain there, 
were loin d to become Mnhoniruedan by Satluii Rev t" -uve their lives. I wo tit the chief 
men among them, Kazui and Kevork hv name, were killed alter they hail accepted Islam. 
The alarm caused among tin* Christian’s along ihc Persian frontier hv these occurrences 
wai, urcai, whilst the situation in Van itself and tin Armenian villages round was very 
critical. Nad disturbances broken out again, it cuuuot he doubted hut they would have 
been tno-t serious, as h-cliug amongst the Mahomincdnns was very intense. 

Tin Persian (Government was at length moved to take measures to put an end to this 
unsnlis'.neton st:*le of alfairs on the frontier, 'hey 'ommem-.d by arresting about 
twentv-two revolutionists, -\niong tin sc were (our or live Russian subjects, who were 
handed over ti. the Russian authorities, and I In-lit v, released it* the < 'nucasus. The 
remainder bribed tie t-Hieiuk and their escape was connived at. It is reported that the 
Zelr-i-Sult .i.eh ami the Tmkish fonsul at Khoi divided t?.(KKI tomans between them. 
W hen tlit- news of this escape reached the I'.mir Mizam, he told Zel'r-i Sultatiel. that 
unless the men were recapluied he would have him brought into Tanrccz. About 
twenty-six Armenians were accordingly seized, among whom only two or three were 
revolutionists. These men, after suffering brutal treatment, from which one or two died, 
were handed over to the Turkish authorities, and were tried at Raslikala, after au 
iinpn tuncnl there of s v.-ral months, during which two more died. All were condemned, 
but 1 In ni before I left Van that they were it* he tried again. 

In October orders were received’to deport all who had fled from 'Turkey within the 
Iasi two a from the border to Tubrecz and astwards. This occasion was made use ot 
by the Persian ollieials for wholesale extortion, huge numbers of unfortunate people 
At-re collected and removed from tin frontier. Owing to the rough treatment they 
received they MiHcretl greatly ; some died on the way, and many more would have done 

„o, nth on* the road and on their arrival at Tubroi-z, had they not been succoured by 

» i. i. . . tit s. Tin m- gentlemen, ol vmi -us demi.iiinatious,eventually Co himul, addressed 
t e lv ir Mizain, ami procured the rescindment ol the order is lavas Ncstorittii refugees 

. i ..- tried, a- these could not have had anything to do with the revolutionist*. 

A i . uinhci ol tlii'i Tnrki-h N-iMorian-. have luring the last two veais tied 

to Persia. They come hiellv Iro - tin di-trict* of (.J.ivnr and Alhag. List year nearly 
all that : mn. .. *1 in Nochea left tor fear of Sheikh Sudig The action of the Coveniment 
in tin l)»z affair, 1 ported last done, caused the people of the lower ullage*, to leave the 
v.dhy. whilst those of fjiper l)iz. lelt owing to the uncheck id depredations ol Oraiuar 
Kurds. Tin (Invar district wm almost entirely ahaudoned by Christians owing to Shikak 
Kurds. 

,\i. ther occurrence that-created aerial tiv on tin Pi rdan border, and also caused 
rhe Turkish (Jnvcriuucut a eeitai.. amount ol in.easiness, w.is the visit ol Kusiiau piieats 
te ITumiuh. This lui> beep ma te the subject of a s.-pamte report. 

Early in the year, be lore the Armenian revolutionist.-, Imd crossed the border, a great 


I , • I Mr mirlicularlV in Torsawur nml lire neighbourhood by the 

ileal of apprehension «.<* " < , .. ~ have been reported to 

. 

throughout the yea’’, though e\<i-> s - .,j on the Porte, and doubtless 

l^lived’T^t'fnuu (MnsTantinople not to attract attention to himself. He is well 

. .a,-- sasaciS 

H'lHirt turtlic-r alter iloint; so. I him. hut. • tin- border ran exist so 
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to Salmas to bring away concealed arms, nml that in tm c . , . \ | ||U j 

siut. WU..I.I be uiiuie In.... Mai.. the Kurds 8*“ | ' ^ : tlirou „|, 
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Co^hTm t told me muefl U.e ..ton U is possible that be 
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iiulullfed, in the usiml Arim in.tn win, m .. ' - ' , v | |lUT i|,e', r numbers 

openly u# they were duiug lust year. 





Towards tin* end of February Persian ti'iiop-i were sent to -eaiclt tor them. .Ample 
notice xvn- given to the revolutionists, who left Salmas. Hut as happened in the 
preceding autumn the opportunity for extortion was not thrown awuv, and the resident 
Armenians suffered. , f 

I have on several occasions brought to your Excellency's notice the conduct ol 
Ah lliza Bey, tlu* Turkish Vice-Consul at Khoi. i'hcrc seems to me no doubt that lie 
is in l< ague with tin* Persian authorities to make money out ol the Armenians by char Jut 
them with being revolutionists and making them |>it.V not m he molested. He does a great 
deal ol mischief, as i u re is no European Consul nearer limn Talueez to lie a check 

"aII tlic Persian troops .|uartered in Salmas to keep the frontier quiet left before the 
Nan Buz., and fears were expressed that the revolutionists would return later on. 

I intuit: ninny a id eaicful inquiries from missionaries and natives as to the behaviour 
of Ihe I'.r-inii soidiei.-. I was told that as was uatuial with men who do not receive then 
pa\. 11 k \ lived on the villager*. 1 particularly inquired if they molested the women, mi l 
was tole they did not hut I heard complaints of their levying black-mail. In Salina> 
there are .-.bout txventv-txvo puiely Armeniim villager. A -'ll.all post ot two or three ineii 
in each ,.f these to iiive information as to any -trnngets wiio might appear would, I 
consider, ell- dually pivveiit the return of the revolutionists, and not he so serious a burden 
on the inhabitants ns the pre-cnee of the men from whom neither property nor women 

It is said her- in Tubiccz that the revolutionists arc disheartened and have abandoned 
the idea ol attempting anything from this direction for the present. I heard a rumour 
that the a intended iiisteaii to make all attempt on Zeitun, using Cyprus as a ba-c whence 
t„ -mii.glc rille- to the mainland. ! reported this by telegram for wliat it may he 


11‘ t| u . Persian frontier ecus - to lie a sanetuaiy lor these nu n, the benefit conferred on 
tla p‘ • p!e not only th> re, hut above all in the whole ol tin- \ an Vilayet, will he very great 
indeed. 1.’idess a feeling of security -ucoecds ?i the miserable unrest mid uiicct tainty that 
have pi* vailed ot late years, tin poverty and distress will increase, and it i- not difficult 
to foresee how it will end. 

\- regal<U the revolution! As themselves, tie -e who tak an active put m WHUt they 
C'liisuh'i the . iiismle agaiu-t Tuikey. n ay. I think, h. justly divided into two chtssses. 
Ti.e iir.—ional \-ka- i (patriot ! win* dislikes regularhonest work, and prefer* a life of 
excitement and tla* nVle ol a In i *, while living on tin funds ol th Society, and the young 
mull 0 j ||„i win* i< nidtii-eii • *v the storv of hi- peoples* wrong- :a. a desire to emulate 
the nra\• deed* which he hear- of mid'which lose nothing in the telling, to devote himself 


to Ids countrys cuusc, . 

.Manx of the foniu i class me unscupulous rascals, capable ot miy excess or rum..iusiii. 
Thev nr* more ol a teiioi to their people than Kurds <u M.diomiuedaii ollieials. liny 
quarter themselves on ('uristian villages, live on the best to lie had, exact contributions to 
their land-, an make the younger women and girls submit to their will. 1 hose who 
incur tla i'* oisple.istire are murdered in cold blood. The latter class deserves perhaps 
gome pity, hut when they place iliemselve in the power ot the revolutionists they cease to 
he their own masters. 

I lu x olten belong to re-.pectnbie and well-to-do families 

Mans merchant* and other- xx o have no empathy with the revolutionists and their 
wax - an- 'oblig'd to coi.tribuu to their fund-, and would rejoice to -ee these societies 
broken up. Tins, I am ot opinion, would not he ditlicult to accomplish. I lie Armenian 
i- not iielieieut in courage oi intelligence, hut hi- vanity, egoti-m, and love • »t talk makes 
it imp'is-ihlc for any ol their plans to he kepi secret. I his weakness ol their character 
aim a want of eniiftdenc*' in each other, is the cause of its being almost impossible lot 
mix aim* iiiinilar to combine lor any length of time in a common cause. Each man 
consider- hisell capable ol being * the leader. They have no idea of discipline or 
subordination, and violent quarrels sometime- ending in bloodshed break out among 


uiem. . 

Tm ferhlc mill imperii etly carried out measure- of the rei>tan t mycrnimmt seem to 
have prouan'd an elleet lar beyond wlmt could have been expected, considering the agents 
to whom thev were intrusted and the means that were employed. 

It will lie some compensation tor the misery and suffering caused by these repressive 
measure u they eventually prove, as seems now very likely, to be successful. 

I have made tlu question ot the smuggling ol rifles the subject of a separate 
repoit. There i-. however, an almost equally important om. that of passports which 
deserves attention. 


0 !) 

Most of the revolutionists are provided with passports whith a Russian vise. Their 
chief men arc notorious, well knoxvn hv name and appearance in the bazaars here, and 
doubtless in Russia also. 

It tnav be possible to pass the frontier without passports, but if more cure were 
exercised in this matter ami in searching hales of goods consigned by or to suspected 
parties lor arms, a very considerable check would be given to revolutionary movements in 
this quarter. 

As regards the attitude of the Russian authorities towards the revolutionists, it 
appears to no one of indiflcrcnce. The lutter sometimes give out that they act with the 
approval and assistance of the Russian Government; hut this docs not at present appear 
credible. 

Several instances have occurred of revolutionists, Russian subjects, who have been 
handed over to the authorities in the Caucasus by tlu- Turkish or Persiuu Governments, 
being released alter a short detention without trial. This is to lie regretted. 

Reports were rib* in Salmas and Urmtiinh among the Christians of large movements 
of Russian troops towards Kars. Bearing m mind the general political situation, I did not 
attach importance to them, even if they were true. Doubtless, if the difficulties in China 
Imd not been satisfactorily .surmounted, these troop* would have been used to forward 
Russian interests in Asia Minor. 

After our experiences in Turkey, Mr. Hipjiihs and 1 were much struck xvith thexvealth 
and comparative civilization of the districts xvo passed through. 

The Persian Government has not the power of enforcing its will that the Turkish 
bus; hut tlie people, more particularly the Christians, seem to enjoy more liberty and be 
better oil' in every way. 

large and fairly clean caravanserai arc to be found in all important places; the 
roads, though unmctnlled, exist, and the larger streams arc crossed l»v masonry bridges 
in tolerable repair. 

It i- said that lam! -uitahle for fruit or vines return 30 per cent., and that if a plot 
of laud lie purchase ! and poplars planted round the edge, in twelve or fifteen years the 
trees will ne fit to cut for building purposes, and their value xvill cover tlu* purchase 

It i* noticeable that in many places the Kurds have settled and become 
pro-pcion- and industrious citizens. The toxvn of Saj-httlak is mainly Kurdish. This 
is the entrance to Persia of the Mosul trade. 

A civilized people inhabiting a rich country naturally haw not only many needs, but 
also the means ot gratifying them. Most of the articles in daily use, such as lamps, 
cutlery, crockery, glus-, ornaments, certain fabrics, candles, toilet-soup, &c., arc coarse 
and inferior articles ol Russiail make. The elositigof the Butum-Baku Kail way to through 
goods trail ic heavily handicaps the wares of other nations. I heard, however, at Saj-huluk 
that Manchester good* came there through Mosul. 

Tlu- large amount ol raisins ami almonds which the district produces go chiefly to 
Russia. The five vineyards produce thirty different kinds of grajies, and. if ntlentiou 
were paid to it, capit.il wine could he made in the districts of IJrumiah and 
Mcraghu. 

A great deal of corn and rice is grown round the lake, particularly in the valley of 
the Burcn-(luz River and the Solduz Plain. Cotton and tobacco arc to be found in places. 
The latter m some quantity. 

In view «»l Ihe fact that British trade, in spite ol the disadvantages under which it 
labours* >till maintains a footing in this country, it seems advisable to -tudv the question of 
opening up routes from the south, and enable it to enter and oust the trash with which 
Russia uoxv floods the bazaars. 

The event- -it* recent year- in Turkey have not been without their effect oil Persia, 
and the good feeling that formerly existed between Christ inns and Moslems has suffered 
considerably. 

The Government officials seem to have latterly become more oppressive. The 
Russian Mission of last year aggravated this slate of affairs, w hile its withdrawal damaged 
Russian prestige, and with it that of Europeans generally. 

There are in the districts 1 visited the following Missions :— 

I. American Mission, established 1835. Head-quarters Uiuiniuh, where they have a 
college, female seminary, and medical school. 

*J. The Archbishop ol Canterbury’- Mission, Uruuuali. which is well enough 

known. 

3. I.uzari-t Fathers, In Urutniuh uud Khosrovu (Salmas), where they have large 
establishments. 

110!M] T 
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fclltESS; atrencies no. hM tunny particular Mission. 

hu ‘’« e ^r^ .^ 

Lake of Urumiah and Tabreez, amonjj whom tin* Missions work. Perso-Turkish 

rounl.lv Sfi.OOO Noonans against !ill.OW Arm , nians , beW ncarlv nil found 

"""too. have openly slated that they will view the appearance of tl.e Russ.ans wrth 

'atisftiction. n* the present rlgitiu' i-^ J” ,l | 1 ?|"|| V U i'| cr Majesty’s Government on the 
I mu naturally unaware of the .tf-ws held i>> tier .i .1 . ...... llR . <c .. in 

.a -i Ku^iim occupation of Azarinjan. If they are not prepared to uc | 

z" 

Ca|m ^rim^Xlh^c"n^M:^^K (inTnbreez) to obtain satisfactory inform*, 
been a sanctuary tor 

anareby in Turkey, aud -tfc- < - ,™,tST » ST mJSZ 
Zri!:JT\ atbcrtbaliNribc'Vrccautionarv me,,...ken by ,bc Pc,. 

UOVl 1W ,t „.cas»rcs have borne heavily 00 the inollcwsv Christian inhabitants 
. • imliiftirv mill thrift have done so much to make these districts prosperous, and 

whose lives have, thanks In the revolutionists, Kurds and olheuds, been anything but tr.uu|.nl 

J ' '“'l. now appears almost certain that the Rnss.an Mission which turned out such a 
fiasco last vear will return, and the probabilities are stmne that a Russian \ icc-CoMU 
«iH be wni to Iruniiali. I here can be very little doubt that ,1 tins tabes place there will 
he very few Christians who will not join the Orthodox < hurt'll and claim Russian 

protection. to ,„i, quarter will, if they concert, os a, all, retire close 

wntchh • “i hi presence ol a Rtilill, Attcnl on the spot would he imperatively necessary 

for tlns'tiurposi . .. would help to secure some such moderate measure ol jus. tee and 

good uoveroment as ouiild make the people cease to yearn to he under the niuldlesomc 

restrictions of Kussian officialdom. . „ . . , ,. . 

Ml pretext In. Russian intervention would he removed, British prcslmc would he 
ratsid. British trade interests protected, and people would realize that llrilisli protection 
can In* as ollicncious a? |<u*siun. 


I have, Sec. 

(Signed) G S. KLLIOT. 







Inclosurc 5 in No. 73. 


Captain E lliol to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 1!).) Tnhmz, May 7, 18118. 

Sir ' 1 HAVE the honour to inclose herewith report* from Hmliev. A. 

Hon.l of the English Mission at last year. 

MiaH ho.h l u!eHe^;on"how th 0 state of excitement into which everyone in those 
,mrl8 U^^r£r to'ht not spiritual benefit. that are so eagerly sought after, hut 

tenipor^eUyantagesi^^hhsl^aiie^oMMthtic^^proiieUnm. ^ it 

if possible .renter than that of last year, 
ami i. hardly possible that the N«,t«r.a..s inEnglish Mission 

*. ” ■tS^ASSSK &iTSS!£.w -* »>» 

a,ia u. try.iS.Bg 

Mism.ui tsliouhl recoct e\L-r) - - - . , # () lake ail interest in the 

Srg Urn UUhem would he a visible ' that English prestige 

has not ceased to exist. | | mVt . 

(Signed) G. 8- EhMOT. 


Inclosure ti in No. 73. 

Itr/inrl on (A- /(..««.... Mimm In Sm,c,ri,„. Chrirliaiiy in Ur.irnM on,l /Ac nciijlilioarhood. 

. 

and niiiiri* Russia is both the nearest and the best known to tin in.inui i 

""• V England, ami laler a request was made by Mar SUmiu, the 

TBzx z sr.'tt ss&zz&x* s " !:z 

saw 

“'V VrSVh,"Uishop Of the Nestoriaus in the 

• I | | :,. .ill iii" in 11 a heart v welcome, and alter at ) , I 

iTnmiiah.'for necessary rest alter their journey, during which complimentary v.si s were 


paid, .Mar You in mTompanjed them to Ids diocese of Supcrglmu and the district of 
the Naziii Chi. .... , . ., , 

On reuchiir" the village of Supcrglmu tuny nsseinlded the people in the church¬ 
yard, explained in them the terms in which they would he received into communion 
with the Hole Orthodox. Eastern Church <n.y„ renunciation ol Nestonamsm and 
acceptance of the Orthodox faith, especially Hcordxor and a prnniisu to pray tor the 

These terms were gladly accepted by the people, and almost without exception the 
whole ol the village was enrolled. As far as I know, no great pressure was put upon any 
one, the hope of obtaining political support being in itself a more than sufficient 

There were at this time a large number of refugee- from the mountains then 
residing in Supcrglmu, and throughout the district. These being Turkish subjects were not 
enrolled. I believe, also, in places a few Armenians were enrolled, hut their names were 

entered in a separate register. , . , ..,, «... 

That which took place in Supcrglmu was repeated in the other village , ol tins N.ism 
Old district, mill in even- ease with the same result. Practically. only those who were in 
receipt of regular wages from the vniious Mission, withheld their signatures, luul they 

only did mi fur n time to see how in.dters would turn up. . . 

' Meanwhile the Persian oflieials were becoming very uneasy, lor it was clear that 
exact I \ the same tiling would happen in other districts a. had happened in Hie > above- 
mentioned diocese, mid in that case il seemed to the authorities Hint the whole t hn~tmn 
population would it. lull n short lime pass from under their control. 

This induced the authorities to bring various charges (principally Inn -suits as to tin 
proprictmsl.ip ..I lands and vineyards! against those i'hristim.s whose dislru ls Imd not 
vet been visited l.v tin liuss ai, priests. These charges were unfounded, I.- In Hus 
’means the Snrpuni.i and (inventor wore cna'deil to gain very considerable sums ol 

the liussian priests Imd.ipleted llie enrolment of the Nazlii Chi districts. I hev 

returned to lirumml. and spoke of doing, after a short interval, the .same tiling in the 
diocese oftlie lute Mar tiauriel Considering, however, tile mmniiit ol hostility they 
were oxciting in the minds of Hie Mu-stdiumis by their nciimi, they tlmiigld it better to 
nsk lor I'urtln r iii'lriietions from Itussia, 

Suddenly i nst rue lions ouinc ordering t lu;i«* recall to Russia. 

The people win. Imd hen, enrolled were, therefore, lefl 'o themselves hardly knowing 
wlinl their position was teiupnrully or spiiitually 

Those, like the llislmp Mur Yonan, wlm had taken an native part in writing nr openly 
furthering llie interests ol the liussian Mission foiiml il impossible to remain with satcly 
in Persia alter the wiilulniwal of the priest, and went to Uiissm ; news has since reached 
us of tlie reception of Mur Yomin. mill n low of Ins clergy wlm were with him, into the 

lttisfciu'|i| hh'irch.| ((utl| jritv for . nvi|li; Hun the Mi sion was lint one of investigation mid 

that, therefore,‘the priests cxccotlml. their instructions. , ... 

This -onus (liilicult t«> believe entirely, for they »l»enly eurnlleil the people, nnd this 
in it-elf occupied them several inputli*. , hiiin-r which th whole milt ter must have been 
well known in Russia. It i> aid that from 10,000 to W.OOO mimes were enj^ei • Ue 
nriests too. spoke openly of their Mission having very higli sanction m,d said hut troops 

wore ... frontier, if disturbances should urise in Persia. I hey also ussm. d every one 

tlml a Consul «, on hi- way to I'mininli, unil that they were iruiii week to week expecting 

In- .ii mul.^ ^ wiw |( jurpri,,, |„ II (tliemsi'lves. I believe, meliidcd) when they 
received instructions to return at once 

It seems certain tlml the Mi-imi will shortly return, and one may lie sure thut 
measures are being taken to insure il. not being n flnxeo as in tin. present case. 

Everyone, almost witlm.xceplion, was extremely willing In receive them and to 

av(!c .,l t|,e terms oil,'red, lio|iing for. and expecting in exchange, very substantial 
protection. If lids can he alforded them, the people will he as eager asMieh.re 

I't, to the present, the only result of the arrival ol llie liu'smii Mission has been 
to increase the hostility between Mussulmans and Christians, ami their sudden withdrawal 
very considerably hovered the prestige of the liussian name; it also gave occasion for 
additional exactions by (he Persian oliicials. , N , :TON . M ,\„ 

II,mil nl I hr At I'AAisAiip Ilf CaslerAury's Muaiun 

U 



i lo'.nj 
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Indostirc 7 in No. 72. 

..rrnmii nl /Ac Mir.linn III I'nimiitli, I’rr.iu: Mnii-OrloUr, I8!)B. 

I'l L r n o(l'm iiiy v :ns 1 licrc wire ruiftows of II Hussim Mission to tin* Ni’-storiims 
of UrU'iiiii 1 '. It wns liu'i \vn tint ;U ftitlcmii times Petitions, -ienetl by the hisho|)8 ijtttl 

oriests III .Id ehurch ns m il ns other prominent mi ll, hull been sent to Knssin nskm.i 

then, to ,-tnblish „ Mission here, the hope heinf( that through sueli on ngenev some 
nmteetinti could ho seeore.l against the inerensing exactions and oppression* ol the I ersian 
Government. I.ast winter it was nmmnneed that the Petitions sent ha I heen favotirahly 
reeeived, anil that Russian priests, aceoinpanied Itv Cossacks and to he Inlhnved oy a 
Consul. Mere aetoally on their wtsv and Mould arrive at Raster lime. In Slav two Kusatnn 
priests arrivnl. coming vi& Tahmiz, and aeeompanied hv one of the fatnilv servants ol the 
Russian Consul at Tahreez. 

Thousand- went out to meet them with most extravagant demonstrations ot toy. 
The Moslems were told their dav was at an end. and that their lands would he taken and 
handed m t r to the Christians,that tin v would henceforth act as servants to toe Christians. 
Vestorian horsemen g.dlope i their horses over Moslem field* of gram the dav the Russians 
enteied. anil some who ventured mar the procession were roughly treated and insulted. 

The two priests were Victor Michaeloviteh and Simoon. 

The former was said to come from a lamily of some rank. Simoon was the son ol 
Vestorians who had a ignited to Russia after the war with P. rsin in 18-27 and 1-ms. | hev 

S tiled near Krivon, where their son was horn and hr.mght up m the Orthodox laith. 
Sprnking Syriac well he acted as interpreter to his companion. 

Their hend-tpiarters for nltout two weeks after their arrival were at the city ol 
Uriitiiitih. where great numhers, iueluding Jews us well as all classes ol Christians, ealled 

*'The Ncstorian Bishop, Mar Vpimn, who Im.l before they reached Persia heenme 
thoroughly eonvcrtisl to the Orthodox Until, invited them after two weeks to tils village, 
Superghnn, on the N'll/.lon River. 

I he crowds that cimie nut to meet them us they neared the village wore even greater 
than those on the dav ol their arrival. Scjovnrs were brought out with other refresh¬ 
ments mill stronger drink, and they were welcomed with music and dancing. 

V*< r resting in the village :i few days they started out on a tour through *‘11 the 
villages on I Imt river, these helon-inu to the diiiccsb qf a bishop; he had publicly— 
before thousand* —denounced Nestorious a** a heretic, and expected his whole lloek ti 
foil >w him to the new faith. . 

Accompanying the party on it- tour were four or live other iScstormns, priests as well 
as laymen. , • , , 

These wen responsible for all the wild reports that were constantly circulated among 
thi- p tiplr, as t«> ■ purpose of the Mission, and there was no lie or deception to which 
tnev did not stoop in order to, if possible, carry the whole nation with them. 

l h ii programme was u- follows: — Alter arriving at a village and securing iuad- 
ipnirters, the ehurch hell was rum; as a siguul for the whole village to assemble. The 
Russian priests th u hrielly read and explained the rived of the Orthodox Church, told the 
people just what was involved ill signing their adherence to it, and urged them to act 
deliheiatcly. In no case did they use any threats or force. I'wn hooks were kept. In 
one of them wi re written the names of all who came over Ivoin the old Nestovian ( hutch, 
and m ti n other those who joined from tiie Armenian, Catholic, or Protestant communions. 
'| l„. Si'storians went over en mnsse, as they did not dare oppose their Bishop. Quite a 
number ol ArmeniuiiK and Catholics also joined and some IVshyterinns; although, in (he 
eas. ol the latter, most of them remained lirin. While the Russian priests were fair in all 
tlu v did, the same could not he said of tlu bishop amt his satellites. Not oldv were 
eilravimm.t piomises made to all win. would join tin Orthodox Cliuieh. such as that 
liny would ucuivi lands and money, and la- free from all oppression and tyranny, hut, on 
lilt* other hand, all sorts ol anathemas were pronounced against any who i. fused to have 
their names written. Tin v were told that their lands would he confiscated, their churches 
would he taken awnv Iron.'them, no religions privileges would he accorded them, mid when 
it..-new (Jovei iimeut came in they would not he recognized, and w uld Ik? hanislud to Sihorin. 

In many eases force was resorted to. ddiereui parties visited the house® ol the obdurate 
ones, and dragged them by torcc to tin- plan ol conscription, t me woman was asked why 
siie wept mi when her name wits written, and before she co ild reply they were told that 
„he had just heard of I lie death ol a near friend. 


About 7.000 or 8,000 nnnies were secured on the Nnzloo River, and when the circuit 
had been completed the whole country was plunged into great excitement. The air was 
full of the most absurd rumours, and even the [Chans did not know but what, they were 
to he deposed and driven out. Concerning one of them a report was circulated that he 
had been fined 10,000 tomans for urging his riats to remain firm and not join the Orthodox 
Church. Although the report was a pure fabrication, he kept quiet until the whole thing 
had blown over, and has since then heen squeezing his subjects well, telling them that as 
the fine wus a large one they must help him share it. 

At this period matters got. so hevond control that it was deemed unwise for the 
Russian priests to visit tin; two remaining districts of the City and Harandoos Rivers in 
person, so Ncstorian priests weie sent to secure names quietlv. All of the villages were 
not visited, as Moslem feeling ran so high that some did not dare incur further displeasure 
by joining the Russians -.md many who by this time had their eves opened and saw what 
a farce the whole thing was, lost interest in it, so that comparatively few names were 
secured in these districts. 

ISarlv in November the priests silently folded their tents am* disappeared. With 
them tleil tin- bishop and others who had heen too prominent in the whole movement. 
'Hie name-, of these had heen given to the Persian .Government ns traitors, and none of 
them would have been safe alter the Russian jiricsts left. It is reported that the Persian 
(lowriiiiicnt sent officers after them to arrest them, hut they had just ciossed the Aras 
when they arrived there. 

They are still in Russia, where all sorts of encouraging tilings are Ireing continually 
w ritten and preposterous promise" made to keep up the ebbing hope of those w ho laid staked 
every thing on this move, and now slowly realize how woefully they have heen sold. 

A new lot of priests with many Cossacks were to have been here by Master. Rut as 
another blaster comes and goes they are not here. There is no doubt that it they came 
with nnv authority, the hulk of the .Vrstormns would go over to them. 

(Signed) FKEDK. G. COAN, 

American Missionary nl Urumiuh. 


No. 73. 

Mr. tic Hansen to the Man/uess of Salisbury.—(deceived June 13.) 

(No. 335. Confidential.) 

.Sly Lord, Constantinople, June 7, 1898. 

WITH reference to my immediately preceding despatch. I have (lie honour to 
forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have reeeived from Her 
Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van respecting his travels in Persia in company with 
M. Hippins, the Russian Vice-Consul at Riza. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. DM BUNSMN. 


Inclosure in No. 73. 

Captain Elliot to Sir I \ Currie. 

(No. 20. Confidential.) 

Sir, Tubreez, May 0, 1898. 

I IIAVK the honour to report that M. Hippins, Russian Vice-Consul at Riza, near 
Trehizond, who hns been Acting Vice-Consul at Van during the winter, returned to Ids 
post through Persia, and travelled with me from Khoi to Tahreez. 

Socially, he is most straight forward ami agreeable, and lias u large share of common 
sense and shrewdness. 

My experience of him at Van was, however, that in business matters it was not 
advisable to place very much reliance on him. 

This I attribute not mi much to had faith as to the fact that Russian officials, at any 
rate those in the lower posts, seem to he allowed no initiative whutever. They must 
keep strictly inside their orders, and any slip they may chance to make has to lie 
answered for. 







M. 1 lippi.is told rn tlmt his journey in Persia was his own ^ o.Vl'iis“"‘pcliseft 
uvuil himself of the opportunity of seem- the country, hut ho reckoned on Ins expenses 
lioins Mid. and his action approved when his report was prespnleu.; 

| |„ hot think lie received orders to make this journey, but probably ho had 
means ..' seertniu that it would he favourably regarded before he undertook it. 

M "vulw !i,e Uussian (IrmsuWlencntl in Tahrees. even ,1 he could snare tune 

from his ordinary duties, is ..Id to lind travelling in this country u-rceiil.h , an I 

would he hard to liii.l a mini hotter ipialilied than M. Htpl"'"* , f year to the 

CusHinti iirestiee Inis suffered on the frontier owing to the Mission i t last yeat 
S'estorians In vine left without lulliUiii- the great expectations it excited. 

T ! alar nino slate,,,eol-ahont the number of Artneomn revolutionists m I ers.a 
of win,,,, were Itussion -ulljeets armed with Hussiun military rtlles. appeared also U 

r e ,, "'Vt.'m^'nu.d.- itiaiiy and precise iu.p.iries and look copious notes. 

ohsorvations seemed t.. .ilwavs very much t" the point, it was dilhtuit to imagine 

w Inn use he intended to make Of ..ass nl dehdled‘ltifor,unlion he eollecU.d on . >u } 

.EtCS TZfZZ o! the tnitic in sinuggW 

arms Which is earrietl on with very little nttumpt at eoneeulmcnt once the Kuaxian 

Wft th!n”S';irms nre procured from the arse.. in Knroia hy hrihing M.lends. It 

is possible M I’ctrow is unwilling to stir up I lie ni»ul. Ilf atrium me at*« '«■>) s ,rcm 

“ Wl fcoIsS'lIeTairirt. we passed through coal.. aiolerslaiid how a Itussiau 

\l'"ilipp, ,s told me that In.nshlerod 'he presence of „ Itossia.i yiee-fonstd 

in l nimmPnosI desirable. and that In intended reporting m this sense In lus Govern- 

" ,l ""ile made a careful reconnaissance of the rond every day, and did not hesitate to 

' ""'Vie left' 1 fahreez. on the timli April, and proposed staying u short lime in I tilts with 
the I iuvcrnnr of the Culiensiis. whom lie knows personally. ^ ^ ^ 

(Signed)' S. KU.II>T. 


No. 71. 

Mr. ilr /fans,si ,« Mr M'ln/wM oI Haliahurn.—(Itrtxiiiril Jinn- Id.) 

l \o. d.,.t.' 7hcr/,/o0. ./ion' 11, IMIS. 

WITH relereneelo Sir l>. Currie’s despatch So. 226 of the tub April. I hove the 
l.ouom to report II,at the Sublime Porte have replied "'.favourably o 

.,.. | till April, in which they were urged to repav out nl the pul,he Iumlt■ the "urt- 

covered hulumv til' lilt- sum stolen from Yusuf Yiumu at tilt- timei »l his uiurtl* i. 

dll tile receipt ol .nniiintcailion, they tclegrophetl to Ihths lot n repot on iv 

suhieel and tin- nil of that l>,ovinee has answered Unit the allegations made m the 

fetter written hy , nsuf Yum.loro his death, and bringing damaging charges ugumst 

certain local ollieiuls, have not liffii substantiated. . . 

Tim Vidi tlmt it rests .. Iteliet ( nmmi..ce to hnng » c.v.l net,on 

nmunst the .. ,» other persons whom they suspect ol taking the money, and 

thill adioihistialively mere is nothing to he done heyond what Inis already led to the 

discovery ami conviction of tho murderers. . - . . >1 ,|j nLr | v 

'PI,' Vali-s view supiKiited hy the Otto,I,an Govorin lent, whu.h lOLorUltigly 
declines to act on tin- suggestion made in the pro mnnurm, and reters the Iteliet mu. 
niitlve to its legal remedy. 


L inuy perhaps lie permitted to point out tlmt from the first it has Appeared to be 
clear tlmt tin* Circumstances of tlit* case did not warrant an official demand for the 
restitution of the money. 

In selecting as tlu-ir agent lot* distributing relief money in such a place as Sairt, ami 
at such a time, a pm sou like Yusuf Yiinuu, belonging himself to the persecuted com¬ 
munity, the Relief Committee committed an act of great imprudence. Such, I under¬ 
stand, was the view taken of the matter by Major Williams, who was Her Majesty's 
Vice-Consul at Van at the time, ami who visited Sairt, and was well acquainted with the 
whole mutter. 

If ordinary ami obvious precautions are neglected, it becomes very difficult to hold 
the Ottoman Ooveniment responsible lor all tho consequences. They can he pressed to 
afford every assistance in bringing the guilty parties to justice, ami in exhausting the 
means which the law gives for recovering stolen property. Such pressure has not ceased 
to bo applied to them hy tins Embassy, and the murderers have been actually tried ami 
convicted, and a small portion of the money recovered. 

It still remains for the Relief Committee to bring a civil action iT they think it 
worth their while to do so, hut it is to he feared that there are no sufficient grounds for 
claiming the money officially ami as of right, Irom the Ottoman < lovermnent. 

In view of the reply of the Sublime Porte, I do not propose to press the matter 
further without your Lordship's instructions. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 


Mr. ilr liunscn to tlr Mari/itexs of Salisbury,—(Received June UJ.) 


(No. 842.) 

.My Lord, 

I IIAVK the honour to for 


C oust mi tinople, June St, 1898. 


I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordsnip herewith, copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Her Majesty's Consul at Jeddah, reporting the rumoured occurrence 
ol disturbances in the Yemen, anil the consequent despatch of troops from Mecca. 


despatch of troops from Mecca. 

I have, Jfce. 

(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 


Inch/sure 1 in No. 76 . 


Consul Derry to Sir P. Currie. 


(No. 40) 

Sir, Jr,adult, April 80* 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to report that for four or live weeks past, sumlrv rumours have 
been obtaining as to a disturbed state of tilings in Yemen, that people could not go out¬ 
side llodeida with safety, that Arabs were preparing to revolt, that .Moiiakha the half¬ 
way town between llodeida and Sanaa washesciged.uud that the latter city was menaced; 
ami now there is a further rumour that a battalion of Turkish troops has been annihilated 
hy Arabs, who are supposed to he fairly well armed in that neighbourhood ; while it is 
certain that four battalions of infantry, viz., from Mecca, under Lieutenant-Colonel Saint 
Bev (and without guns), are to leave Ras-ul-Aswad for the Yemen to-morrow. 

Our Vice-Consul for llodeida and Camarau has made no mention of disturbances 
likely to occur, though I have received news from him up 1 • the 2 1st instant from the 
Lazaret when he was busy preparing reports. 

It is of course possihl. that the •• battalion annihilated ' may turn out to have been 
hut a corporal's guard in a village; still, the dispatch of a considerable military force 
given reason for believing that the revolutionary movement is serious, making due allow¬ 
ance for exaggerated reports as customary in Arabia 

[lftlj X 







The battalions above referral to form, presumably, a force not more tlmn 1-300 
strong. , h &c 

(Signed) G. P. DEVK1 

P,S— May :t. The disturbed district is said to be llojur, a casta of the Hodotda 
Sandjak. (; p j) 

P.S.— May 8. Two indosurcB arc added. (; p D 


Inclostirc - in No, 75. 


Vico~ f 'onsul AImihI to Consul Devey. 

fl? r 0, - 2 ' ) IIMiln. May 1, 1S08. 

r ' I IIAVK tile honour lo send the following information received by me:— , 

Ybimt 111 , second ivcek of (be last month, at a place named llajoor, about four days 
jonrnoy from this place, ten trooper* and sixty foot soldiers have boon killed by some 
A mbs. 


On the third week of the same month, the Arab tribes of Ned,nr, and Mndlii Klin, 


came to a place in the interior named Kopal, about throe days’ march from llodcida, 
killed n major and 150 soldiers, and took away with them fifty as prisoners. 

I have the honour further to inform you that, ... live months ngo, it is said some¬ 

thing like famine commenced in some parts in the interior of the A omen, and now it lias 
spread over a large portion of the province. j 

.... i, ’' •!> sr i imi.'n 


(Signed) T. N. AH MKD 


Indosure 3 in N<». 75. 

Vice-Consul Ahmed lo Consul ftrvey 

i^’ 0 ' 2;< -' IMmla. May 1. 1WS. 

‘ lr ’ 1 IIAVK the honour to report Hint last week Fai/.i Pasha, Ooinmnnder-in.ch|of 
and Governor-General of the Vetm’n. has been, by a telegraphic order from Constant,, 
mode dismissed, and it is believed here Hint, front this time forth, separate persons shall 
be appointed as Civil Governor .General, and Commander-in-chief of the army, for the 

^""[!ast week, Klara# Pasha, n Uciileunnt-Gencral, arrived here to take the command 
„f the llodcida district from Colonel Ahmed Hey, who hnd been sent here over a year 
ago from Jeddah, and >vlto has been ordered to go to the interior, where the district is 
in a disturbed state. 

I have. &c. 

(Signed) T. N. AHMED. 


No. 70. 

Mr. 'Ir liuusrn In the Mart/uess of Salisbury .—(WrmW June 15.) 

Mv Loul ^ Constantinople, June 9, 1808; 

WITH reference to the despatch No 202 of the 17th ultimo, from Sir P. Currie. 

I |,uve tin* honour to forward to your Lordship herewith, copy of a despatch "Inch 
I have received from I U r Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Sivas. respecting the recent murders 
sml abductions in that vilayet. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 
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Inclosuro in No. 70. 

Captain Maunsell to Sir P. Currie. 

(No. 38.) 

Sir, Sim*, May 29, 1898. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 35 of the Sth May, I have the honour to report 
ilint, in the ease of the murders at Maksudlu, the Kaimakam of Charkishla appears to 
have acted energetically on learning the news, and to have obtained elenr proofs impli¬ 
cating at least two men. 

'Hie procurator (mustantic) sent from Siva* has opened a desultory sort of inquiry, 
avoiding important evidence, and aims at letting the matter drag along until it can safely 
he hushed up. 

The cast- is a flagrant one, as the murders were committed quite close to the Moslem 
village of Maksudlu, and the hushing up of the case, probably by direct orders of the 
Vali. is having a had effect on the country. 

The murder of the second Armenian at Koch-hissar occurred as follows: — 

About ten days previously he had boon severely beaten by some Moslems, and from 
this he subsequently died, his death being certified as duo to natural causes. 

The richest of the Circassians imprisoned for the murder of Armenians at Yar-hissar 
in .lanuary last, has now been released without trial 

'flic seven men imprisoned at Charkishla tor the abduction of Armenian girls at 
Chepni, have been released without the case being even forwarded to the Courts for 
trial 

In < liepui, a large mixed village of 100 Moslem and 100 Armenian houses, are 
several rich .Moslems, notably llatem Aglia, and Kara Osman, who appear to think they 
have the right to abduct any good-looking wife or girl they see in an Armenian house, 
and carry her off to slavery in their harems. 

The "Oman abducted from rhopni. who was kept here in Ibrahim ElTemli’s house 
is now to he sent hack to Chepni from Charkishla, her return to her native village being 
marked by music and public rejoicings, after which she will he safely shut up in one of 
those Notable’s houses. 

The more than ordinarily open way with which the Vali takes bribes, and with which 
justice is bought and sold, causes discontent among all sections of the population. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) K. U. MAUNSELL. 


No. 77. 

Tht Maryticss of Salisbury to Mr. tie liuasen. 

(No. 130.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 1 1, 1898. 

1 11A V E received your despat eh No. 326 of the 31st ultimo, inclosing a report 
IVpm ller Majesty's Vice-Consul at Sivas respecting tin: abduction and unforced coil* 
version of Armenian girls in his Consular district. 

I approve your action in this matter and your instructions to Captain Maunsell 
to see the Vali of Sivas again on the subject when tin* further orders, which are to he 
sent from Constantinople, are received. 

I am. Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 78. 

onsul Stevens to ihr Mnr/uess of Salisbury.—(Received June 20.) 

(No. 13.) 

My Lord. liutoum, May 26, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, at the suggestion id' the 
Governor-!icnoml of the Caucasus, tile Russian Government Ims just published a 
Proclamation, which received the sanction of His Imperial Majesty on the 25th April 
(0th May) last, to the elfect that all immigrants of Armenian extraction and Turkish 
nationality residing in the Governments of Baku, Ivutais, TiHis, and iirivan. and in the 
Province of Kars, will have to quit this country within n period of one year from tin* 
date of the issue of the Proclamation. 







In c.mccthm with tills measure, tlic Hive master «l_ tins town >'»s lo-la} 
issued an order calling upon all Armcuiaiis who arc I ;*'»)> >>*I>J* , ; 1 »’ 

Ihitouni m notify him, hy the lSth (-27th) June next, ol tlnar m *“'1" 1 A'V; 

( ;nn.|,su- for Turkov, anil that all Armenian immigrants who ilO not i ompl) with Ibis 
oilier hy that (lute will lie wt[$Uoil hy him from the country. ^ ^ 

(Sioneili 1’. STEVENS. 


So. 70. 

Mr. dr Hun,™ In Ih" Mim/im* '>( Sul'mliurti.—Uifceiird June 20.) 

1TvY* nl 1 Constantinople, June '0,1898. 

WI TH reference to Sir 1’. Currie's despatch No. 101 of the 20tli March last, I 

have the I.I. I- report Ihal the Sublime 1'nrle has dropped the prosecution of 

M. Ihareifolli. the lejenl of the Austrian Lloyd at Mcrsnia, and 

„,|,er polilieal prisoner-, who were on their way to Adrianople for trial, havelK.cn 

set ;iI liberty. , , 

• l have, &c. 

(Signed M. I>E BUNSEN. 


No. SO 

Mr. de Huns on I" the Marquess ol Salisbury.—(Received June 20.) 

Mv > l/«rd Therapia, June 15. 1808. 

I HAVE tin* honour to report that I have reeeivod an application from 
Mr, M«iiiali:ui, Her Majesty’s Consul at Bitlis, for authorization to go to Mush in 
order to inquire into the distribution of Armenian relief. 

Mr. Monahan wishes to return by Tnilvnn, when-a priest and two other men aw 
said t«. have been tortured hy gendarmes. r t . .. 

As Mr. Monahan thinks the matter pressing, I have ventured to sanction the 
proposed journey without previous reference to your Lordship. ^ 

(Signed) M. 1>K BUNSEN. 


No. 81. 

Mr. dr Bunsen lo the >larqness of Salisbury. -(Received June 22.) 

(Telcgripl if.) !*• Constantinople, June 22, 189^, 930 A.M. 

EOLl.OWINti information has been eoinrauuieated to Military Attache 
M'be disturbance in Yemen lias been quelled. Insurgents Mirroumled the new 
Yali on bis wa\ to Sami, but lie lias been resettl'd by Turkish troops. The force in the 
Yemen is being raised to 22.51HI men as a precautionary measure. 


No. so. 

Armenian Central Rrrolutioimnj Committer to the Marquess ol Salisbury. 

(Readveil June 2d.) 

M le Xlinisire. ‘‘«ri>. It' 211 Join, 189S 

LI. Comite (Vntml Itevoluticmnairc Armeiueii a I hoimeur tie porter u votre 
eom.aissance les fails suivauts rvlntits a Ictat des dimes eu Turquie. 

1 u Envoy/' special du Sultan arrivn a*i Paris le 20 Novombre. 1897; il otait 
(‘h'ii ,,r e par le (iuuvcrnemcnt Ottoman de sondor les intentions dos revolution mures 
\rmdniei.s, de tacher de savoir s’ils seraient disposes it entrer on pourparlers avee un 
lleldgu phi* qimlith* jniur traitor olHcidlemeilt ani nom du Sultan, et de mettre ainsi 
un teiuie a la situation doulouivusc oil sc debut la Turquie. 
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Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 20.) 

(No. 319.) 

Mv Lord Constantinople, June 15, 1898. 

* WITH reference to my despatch No. 339 of the 9th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a Memorandum which I have received 
from the Sublime Porte, stating that no evidence has been brought forward to show 
that the tmrecovored portion of the sum of money taken from Yusuf Ymum at the 
time of his death was ever in the possession of the murderers or their families. 

£ have, &c. 

(Signed) M. UE BUNSEN. 


Inclosurc in No. 79*. 


Memorandum . 

LE (iouverneur-licncral du Vilayet <1** Bitlis, intcrpolle de nouveau n la suite du 
pro-inemorid cm Tnrc de l’Amhussudo do Sa Majestc Britanniciuo concernant le meurtre 
de Yousouf Yuuati, telegraphic quo d’apres le Itapport do la Commission tta;Jhoc,le* 
sommes arrivdes at diffei'cntcs reprises a radressc du del'unt dtaient tie 191,1/-.., 
piastres, et quo cclui-ci en avavit. dcja'i distribm: les 103,415 piastres. Coniine plus taru 
7,259 piastres out ctd recouvrees /l/s brigands et remises par le soin du Tribunal au 
fonde dc pouvoirs de la Socictc de Secours Anglaise, la somme qui n*n pu ctre 
dccouvertc cst dc 20,177£ piastres. . . , . . 

II uppartenait au Ibnde de pouvoirs du defunt do poursiuvrc 1 a ill ai re devant le 
Tribunal et /le prouver quo la somme en question so* trouvait eu la j>ossessioii des 
agresscurs ou do lours parents. Mais il u’a rien hut it <*«'t ciTet. Comme les 
autorites locales n’ont pu de lour cdtc recucillir, nialgiv toutes lours rcehorehes. 
nueuii indice n ee sujet, il no lour rest/? plus rien a fairc. 

Sublime Porte , le 12 Juin, 1898. 


[1094] 
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L;i revolution n'est pits pour les Armdniens uu but, mais sculcment tin moyen 
d’oblenir Its rdformes ndccssaires. Le Coinin'; Central no vit done aiicune raison do 
principc s'opposaut a des negociations do ce genre, d’mitant, plus qu’elles etaiont 
proposdos par le Sultan lui-mcmc. 

Aprils ties pourparlers prdliminaiivs outre cet Envpyd special et le Comite, son 
Excellence Munir Boy, Ambassadeur Ottoman it Paris, fut charge par la Sublime 
Porte, d’outrcr diicctomcnt on negociations avec le Comitd Central. 

Los propositions qu'il ap|iorta etaiont loin d'etre sufFisantos ot no rdpondaient |>as 
uux plus legitimes desirs do la nation Armenienno. Cependant le Comite no voulut y 
voir (pie l’indico d’une bonne volontd rcelle ot do l’ihtcntion oil il dtait de pro odder uux 
rdformes annoucees d’ailleurs par ses promesses reitdl'dos. 

Enftn, pour tdmoigiuT do la sinedrite de ecs dispositions conciliuntus son Excel¬ 
lence Munir Bey prometiait, au uom tin Sultan, 1'amnistio sans restriction ct la 
cessation ties mesiU'CS vexatoircs it lVgard dcs Armdniens; il dotmait uotamment 
l’ussnraiicc que les Arincniens emigres au coins dcs massacres pourraient rentier dans 
lours foyers satis dtre inquidtds aucuuomcnt par la police ni par les autorites. 

Cos propositions furont necoptdes par le Comitc. 

Le projet il’ontcutc communique it Constantinople fut sanctiounc par uu Iradu 
quo Munir Boy transmit an Comite authentiqud de son sceau. 

Connaissa'iit it fond les sontiiuouts de la nation Armcnieune le Comite dtait assurd 
qu’apres la promulgation oH’teielle de 1’Iradd ot son execution tons les Armoniens 
coiltribucraiunt par lour cimoours loyal it Pujuvre ilu I’apaisseuient. 

Cepemlaut, dopttis I t communication tie cot Iratld, dont votre Excellence trouvera 
ci-joint le resume, uucnit actc u'esl vemi coulirmcr la siuodritd clTcotivc dcs disposi¬ 
tions tin Sultan ct I'lr.tdd est tlcmourd lottre nvortc. Au contrairc. do uouvolles 
ot uombreuses tirrestalions d’ Irmduieus out etc opdrdos it Constantinople ct duns les 
provinces. 

l,e Comitc Central regrette quo les negociations tines it i'iuitiativc dtt Sultan nient 
abouti iinalomcnt it tut rdsultat attssi infructueux, alors que les suites d’uuo entente 
auraient etc aussi Itourouses pour lit Sultan que pour les Armditietis. 

L’inexdoution tie 1’trade fora stir toute not re nation la plus tloulourouso impression 
et nous rejotous sur le tlouvorncmout Imperial la rosponsabilite dos consdqucuoes 
graves que pourrait provoipier -a couduite. 

Vcuillosi, Ac. 

Le i’arti lldvolutiointjure Arinduicn, Comitc Central.) 


Inelosure in No. 82. 

Resume of Imperial trade transmitted In the Arm■ nian Continuin'. 

QUE le Crdatour tic l’Utuyers conserve pour toujours Sa Majestd, none auguste 
Maltrc, sur lo Tr6ue des Ottomans. 

Au uom de Sa Majestd Impdriale le Sultan, jo declare que dans It- ddsir de pouvoir 
rdtablir le bou accord parmi les sujots Impdriaux et rcnouveler les relations amicalcs 
entre eux, I'amnistie gendrale est accorddc il tous eettx ties Armdniens qtti, trompes 
par ties intrigues, so sont dgards de la vole tie liibdile, et qtti out pris part attx 
agitations. Amnistie generate est accordde dgalcmont an Comile Armenicn, siugeiint 
eit Europe, el qui fut l'miteur des mouvomeuts rdvolutiounaires. 

An fur et it luesure que la population Ariuduiciino prouvora de sa lidclite, et que 
par consequent les liens frntcruols seront renoues entre olio et les Musuliuuus, uu 
grand eontonteinunc de Sa Majestd Impdriale, dont la cimtiance augmentera do jour 
on jour, lo passe sera tout a fait couvert [tar la olemence et le pardon Imperial, les 
Armdniens participoront largcineiit mix bioufaits dont jouissout les iiutres populations 
fiddles. Coux parmi les amnistids ipti sont eapables, seront appelds a_ des postes 
administratifs scion lenrs aptitudes; des Jaeililds t:t tics secours mutdricls seiout 
dounds ii eeux qui on out besoin. 

Ambassadeur Ottoman a Bans, 

(Signd) SALIH MUNIR, 

Paris, le 15 Aeril, I80S. 


[tOSHJ 
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No. 83. 

The Marquezs of Salisbury to Mr. de liunten. 

<£"• B6 ->. .J v Foreign 0#«. *»« 2*. '!«>*• 1 1 

(leh-giupbu;.) I - h>l ,So. un nf the 23rd ii.stunt, fm-wanling a 

f' ' II \I • ,1 Frzciimm tint he should accompany the 'all 

proposal from Her Majesty s Consul at uznonm nan 

on l tour in his province for alm.it fifteen <«>>•*»« 1 ^ *"■ 

I sanction the proposed journey at the estimated cost. 


No st. 

\lr. ill- Hansen III the Marquess of Slitifbnrii.—lllrcrireil .lime 87.) 

<No. 380.) Thrrniiiii, June IS, 1«>»- 

My fll i: Armenian Community is much agitated in consejjnonee or the inlerlcrimce 

.iw .rEs2& », ».*. 

S;,r £ S 

. f 

C,1>C lV. the eves of the Ottoman Government the •Armenian Patriarch has hecu 

55S3 =^.xr^4imn,^dyis £5*- 

separate mmsa elation of the minor Christian denominations in pursuam. of "» 11 

Catholieos of Sis and the Ureuurim. . .. A Svnod of liislmps 

assembled |TSJ. niw* C “nffieok Their choice fell 

discussion ensued between the Patriarchate and the 'M 1 '!'] 1 " 1 ' " election should 

themselves to appoint another Bishop nameKazan,'lam to 11 ^ „ f 

xrss -sews 

the list of candidates was still the subject of discussion, and a flnal "P-ec 


S3 

confidently anticipated when a few days ago, in accordance with an Imperial Iradd, a 
letter was ad.lresscd to tho Patriarch by the Ministry of Justice, ignoring the 
concessions already made, and declaring that there was no need to send a 1 atriarcnal 
Commissioner to Sis, ami that the result of the election must l>o communicated 
directly from Sis to the Porte without any intervention whatever on the part of the 
Patriarch Mgr. Ormnnian was taken completely hy surprise. Ho holds that the 
decision of the'Palace, if carried out. would imply the complete independence of tho 
Catholieos, and the division of tho Gregorian Church into two separato units, lie 
declares that there is no popular demand for a direct relation between Catholieos and 
Porte, that such a relation has never existed, and that he is resolved to resign his 
ofllce’rntnor than agree to the schism. 

The attitude of the Ottoman flovei-iinjout is the more remarkable, inasmuch as 
they lime of late shown a disposition to comply with the Patriarch s wishes in the 
case of the Vrmcnian political prisoners. Several batches of these leave just been 
released, such as the prisoners connected with the Hrazzafolli incident at Mersina, and 
some of those detained at Van in connection with tho Diroyan incident, and the 
Patriarch had been moved hy the more yielding mood in which ho found the Porte to 
press for the pardon of those who have‘been hitherto excluded from the benefit c,r the 
amnesty. For some time past, indeed, both the Armenian Patriarch and tho leading 
Vrmonian Notables "f Constantinople have sought to attain their objects hy means of 
an understanding with the Ottoman Government rather than hy relying as before on 
foreign assistance. Tliev have endeavoured to restrain the Itevolutioriary Committees, 

and have discouraged the tdi.. European intervention on their behalf. They 

flattered themselves that they had lints established a kind of modus einen,II with the 
Porte, and tliev were ipiite unprepared for the threat of ecclesiastical disintegration 
which now hangs over them. , ,, , , , 

Their protests have evidently had some elfeel, tor an lrade has been issued 
annuUin,' the letter or the Minister of Justice, and appointing a special Commission 
of Ministers to investigate the question at issue, if it is finally decided m accordance 
with precedent the Patriarch’s rigid to control the election w ill lie admitted, and the 
ancient relation between Catholieos and Patrinrch maintained. 

I have. &c. 

(Signed) M. DU BUNSEN. 


Mr. lie Bunsen In the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Ueceiveil June 27.) 

Mv bri* Constantinople, June 19, 1898. 

' I H \ VK the honour to forward to your lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Iter Majesty's Vice-Consul at Sivas. slating Hint the 
harvest prospects in that vilayet are good. 

. I have, So. 

(Signed) M. I)U BUNSEN. 


Ineloaure in No. 85. 

I ’ice*Consul Maunsell to Str P. Currie. 

(No. 3!).) 

' Sivas, June 8, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to report tlrnt, after a very anxious period during April and 
the first half of May, there has now been plentiful rain throughout the vilayet, and 
the prospects of the harvest are good. 

Atone time there was danger of a famine; which would have been extremely 
serious, considering the constant drain there has been lately on this vilayet for money 
for Constantinople, for the support «>f neighbouring provinces and maintenance of the 
4th Army Corps. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) F. It. MAUNSELL. 








b-i 


No. SO. 

Mr. tie liunmn lo l/i- Marquee, of MMks-—[.Setlivtd Junl ’ - 1 ’> 

n ’t'^ 1 V' 1 Conatunliiwiilr, June 21, 18!)S. 

My Vv’l-i-n r..fcrc..cu in Sir 1*. Currie's .lespatcl, No. 82!) of the 1711. Docemb.-r, 1807, 
reportin'.; tin- arrest ami banishment... three Kurdish Chiefs at 
honour to forward to your LonUiip berew.lh copy of a »,«tc 
raeeiv.'d fro,,. Her Majesty's Consul ^htothe thSrf. 

have returned to tl.e.r bonus, having received tin. imp. i. .. pan 
Hussein l’ailui, will, in all probability, soon be pardoned aKo^ ^ 

(Signed)' 0 ‘ li. DR MiSSK.V 


Inclo.su 1*0 in No. 80. 

Consul Urate* to Mr. tie liuusen, 

(£°- Hrzeroum, June 10, 1898. 

Slr ' WITH referei.ee In n.v despatch No. 48 „f the Uth Dime,nl,er 1897, I J*™** 
honour to report that two of tint Kurdish Chiefs ll.enim nderred 

Whether their eompanioi. .. Hussein 1’nsi.a, has shared ... their pardon and will 

..tKjETjjagsaiSTiy . 

ar=a=ffigs 

*•«- 

the Hi. Deeeinber, 1SU7. ( jmV( , V( , 

(Signed) It. IV. Glt.WES. 


No 87. 

Mr. J . Ituneen In the Murqucu of Snlubur ).—(Rreeitied June 27.) 

(No. .itlfj.) Conelnnlino/tle, Vane 22, 18118. 

’ ■' rr.VVB the honour to fo.ward to your ls.rdship herewith copy ..r a despateh 
which 1 have received from Her Majesty's Consul a. Damascus respecting the 
proposed taxation of tin- .lehul Druses. 

(Signed) “ M. 1)E HUNSEN. 


Inc Insure in No. *7. 

Consul Richanls lo Mr. tie Huuscu. 

(*"• Dainuucus, June 11, 181)8. 

Sir ' | have the...nr to inform you that a few days ago the Emir SI,ukil. Kislan, 

a nromineiit member of .me of the first Druse families of the Is' .annn, sent, at the 
re n " f the V.ili. the special messe„ge.-s with letters addressed to various par s of 
Hn . eh, II use, advising tin inimbi.nuts of .bos,, districts to pay the tithes and sheep 

• v f.'r the past vear, and. in .. to he suhn.issue and obedient to he l.aoul 

authorities. Tin* Druses, who were thus appealed to, while expressing their willingness 


to pav these taxes, complained somewhat bitterly of tlieir excessive amount, at t he same 
time pointing out that the uintisunlly long and severe winter ami the ravages of the 
locusts had crippled their n‘sources to such an extent that they were unable to satisfy 
the demands of the tax-collectors. 

On being informed of the nature of their reply, the \ali delegated a certain 
Murad Ell'endi Kuwwefcli, a Moslem Notable of this city, and Sheikh Selim Nawfal, a 
well-known Druse from the district c»r Unsbozn. to inquire into the truth of the Druse 
grievances with reference to taxation. .... ... . 

I am informed that the Druses of tin* Jchel, though, in reality, averse to the 
payment of any taxes whatever, pretend to lie—and in, case of absolute necessity, 
would possibly i»o—willing to pay down a lump sum of some 330,000 piastres in lieu 
of all Government claims for the tithes and sheep tax ; the verglii or land tax being, 
of course, leviable in accordance with the estimation of tin* officials of the “ Cadastre. 

It would appear, however, that they are actually in receipt from the Government 
of a sum amounting to about 100,000 piastres under the guise of “allowances” for 
the defence of the country against the lledouins. I might mention here that it is on 
this plea that tin- Druses claim exemption from military service, the protection of the 
borderlands being, in tlieir opinion, enuivalent to such service. 

I fit he true, as I am informed, though I cannot guarantee the truth of the 
statement, tlmt the Government actually pay the Druses in “ allowances’’ more than 
it receives from them in tin- form of tuxes, it is a sufficiently grim, if somewhat 
humorous, comment on the methods or administration adopted and apparently 
approved of in this country. 

11 I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. S. RICH AR DS. 


No. 88. 

Mr. tie Ihntsni to the Murijtiexx of Salisbury.—{Received June 27.) 

Mv Lord,* Therajiia, June 22. 1898. 

' I N Sir l*. Currie’s despatch No. 2 is of the L’Oth April his Excellency transmitted 
to vour Lordship a despatch from Her M jeaty’s Consul at Damascusi respecting the 
strained relations existing lictwcon the Yuli. Nazim Pasha, and Abdullah 1 asha, the 
Commandant of the oth Army Corps stationed in that vilayet. 

Nazim Pasha has pursued, ever since lie became Vali ol Syria, a mild and con¬ 
ciliatory policy towards the turbulent and unmanageable tribes of the llauran.a region 
occupied by a mixed population of Druses, Redoubt, ami so-called “ 1 lauranese 
Moslems who have always been a source of trouble and anxiety to Ottoman officials. 

Mr. Richards states that the effect of Nazim Pasha’s attitude has been highly 
satisfactory, since the llauran has enjoyed unusual tranquillity during his term of 

* The Mttshir Abdullah Pasha has, however, consistently protested from the 
beginning against the Vali’s policy, has advocated measures of severe repression 
against the Druses, and, in his correspondence with his superiors here, has lost no 
opportunity of throwing discredit oil the Vali hv representing the llauran to he on the 
verge of rebellion owing to the weakness of that official. 

Abdullah Pasha is a man of some talent and of very great tenacity of purpose, 
and hud no difficulty in winning over the Minister of War to his side, and a report 
became current that Nazim Pasha was to Ik? removed after only nine months tenure 

Sir P. Currie accordingly caused representations to he made I Kith at, the Ministry 
of War and at the Porte in favour of the Vali’s retention. 

Tewflk Pasha staled, confidentially, that tin- Porte, and oven the Palace, approved 
of Nazim Pasha's policy, hut held out little hope of being able to give him elleetive 
support. The Minister of War, when addressed on the subject, dcolincd to listen to 
argument, and the removal or Nazim appeared therefore to hi.* a matter of a few weeks 

at most. , ... i 

Events, however, have taken a dilfercnt course, for on the Dili instant Mr. Richards 
was able to report that Abdullah Pasha had been ordered^ to leave Damascus for the 
Yemen, where he was to take command of the 7th Army Corps. 

1 HUM] 1 




HO 

The explanation of this sudden eh-ingr of purpose is lint , as pJO| m (| j 

that Nazim Pasha Ins triumphedl ove* ^ ^ t l!^ host man .0 

whoso ability a high opinion is hold at In. 1 ." lnr “j . Vis removal rouder possible 

there is no doubt that the Vilayet of 
Syria will have gained by it. ,, 

Signed) M. HE BUNSEN. 


No. HO. 

Mr, de Bunsen to the Marquess of Salishuru.—{BeceireJ June 27 ) 

;No. 372.) Them pin, June 2**\ 18QS. 

My Lord, v , .. oo n d .hino l how the honour to 

rectionnrv movement. in the Yemen. . p, n 

(SignJl) ' M. m BUNMW. 


[nclosurc in No, R 9. 

Memorandum by Mr. Marinitsch . 

\iinUtiir of War states that lie regards the insurrectionary movement which 

,r-aw: sj s._•«£ ** !tn,s 

canned by the famine which preuuls m "" , . tcletrranii wires between 

rr;:r,.:^ 

and Sanaa, and about half-way between these two places. Hio n I»I^ 

future disorders the Government is scnding 2-.. .. .... , j; r()() ,„. w recruits. 

^rtu,ffrorO,^X,pL and furnisl.I‘ with tr..nred at the 

“ Pi The Minister ended by stating that the scnralioiialonmn^ by the 

press were grossly exaggerated, and that the actual taels were a. _ 

June 22. 1898. 


Note htj Mr. Itlock. 

Sole by Mr. H/erfc.-The chief causes of the Yemen revolt are : The famine and 
the action of the Vuli. Mushir, who has plundered the mlinb.tnnts at a time winn tl ey 
hud nothing to pay. Also the Tact that the number of troops has been umaidi.ml ly 
reduced the hist two yean. 


H7 


No. 90. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand. 

8 * 0, 6L> Foreign Office, June 27.1898. 

’ I TRANSMIT to vou herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Charge 
d*Affaires at Constantinople,* forwarding reports from Her Majesty s \ tec-Consul at 
Van on tbo state of affairs on both sides of the Turko- Persian frontier. . , 

Captain Elliot suggests the appointment of a British Agent at L rumian to 
counteract the influence of the Russian Vice-Consulate, which ho understands is 
shortly to he established there. ,. 

I request you to favour mo with your opinion on Captain Elliot s suggestion. 

1 * 1 am. &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 






